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SDPI’s Sixteenth Sustainable Devel-
opment Conference (SDC), “Creat-

ing Momentum: Today is Tomorrow”, 
held in Islamabad from December 10-
12, 2013, showcased 27 panels and two 
plenary sessions: opening and closing. 
In these sessions, 161 panellists partici-
pated from Afghanistan, Australia (via 
Skype), Bangladesh, Canada, Ecuador, 
Finland, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land (via Skype), UK and the US.  Of 
the 161 participants, 122 were speak-
ers, 56 special commentators, chair-
persons and guests of honour. Federal 
Minister for Planning and Develop-
ment Prof. Ahsan Iqbal was the chief 
guest at the opening plenary. Mr. 
Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to the PM on Na-
tional Security and Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Mr. 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Federal Min-
ister for Finance, Government of Paki-
stan, were the Guests of Honor at the 
closing session. The conference was 
attended by an audience of over 2,500 
during the three days. Many of the 
conference sessions were streamed live.

SDC anthology titled ‘Sustainable 
Development in South Asia: Shaping 
the Future’ based on papers presented 
at the 15th SDC and SDPI’s Annual 
Report 2013 were also launched on the 
occasion. 

Dr Hafiz Pasha and Dr. Adil Najam 
delivered the opening and closing ple-
nary keynote lectures on ‘Economy of 
Tomorrow: A case study of Pakistan’ 

and ‘South Asia 2060: Envisioning Re-
gional Futures’ respectively. The SDC 
featured a wide range of topics. Ex-
perts and dignitaries from all around 
the world gathered to deliberate on 
topics such as Pakistan Vision 2025, 
MDGs Framework; Information Tech-
nology in Economic Development;  

Energy and Water Security; Regional 
Connectivity; Making Quality Edu-
cation Accessible; Agriculture Value 
Chain Development; Institutional Dy-
namics of Policy Research; Sustainable 
Livelihoods; Gender Equality; Left 
Movement and Promoting Freedom 
of Belief; Dialogue on Climate Change 
and Energy; Food Security; Peace and 
Security and Economic Growth in 
Pakistan.

If the 2015 deadline for the Millen-

nium Development Goals (MDGs) is 
anything to go by, most developing 
countries are falling woefully short on 
most of the targets set therein. It is not 
only the failure of developing world, 
but also of the developed world, 
which had promised to forge develop-
ment partnership and provide devel-
opment support under MDG 8. The 
conference aimed to find reasons be-
hind failure, did we not start working 
on attaining these objectives as early 
as we should have? It goes without 
saying that halving poverty, reducing 
infant mortality, increasing literacy 
and improving other socio-economic 
and environmental indicators need 
long- term planning, commitment of 
resources, implementation and moni-
toring to become a reality. But, while 
this realization has been there almost 
always, it has not resulted in corre-
sponding and timely action. The truth 
is that we haven’t yet even started on 
most counts.

The focus of the conference was 
that today is the time to act otherwise 
we will be condemned to a tomorrow, 
which offers little hope for improved 
living conditions in the region. In this 
event, researchers, academicians, sci-
entists, policy makers and experts 
from different fields recommended 
policy interventions and present 
workable solutions to the emerging 
challenges we face today.

This bulletin contains detailed pro-
ceedings of the conference sessions. n

16th Sustainable Development Conference

Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow
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The three-day conference titled: 
“Creating Momentum: Today is 

Tomorrow” looked at the future of 
sustainable development in South 
Asia.  It aimed at bringing together 
policy and practice communities 
where they would interact to recom-
mend interventions, present workable 
solutions to emerging challenges, and 
give practical policy recommenda-
tions about a sustainable South Asia 
for all. 

Prof. Ahsan Iqbal called for initiat-
ing meaningful and productive efforts 
to improve mutual trust and confi-
dence within South Asian countries. 
Unless these barriers are cleared, we 
cannot gain benefits, he said. 

Discussing the PML-N government 
priorities, he said that our government 
is focusing on energy security, im-
provement in human and social capi-
tal, elimination of status quo, exploita-
tion of indigenous resources, modern 
infrastructure for greater regional con-
nectivity and preparedness of climate, 
and good governance in the country. 
Economic well-being stems from cre-
ation of and access to knowledge, he 
said, adding that regional cooperation 
in South Asia has now elevated due 
to rapid globalization and it is time 
to show reciprocity and maturity to 
resolve all the outstanding issues be-
tween India & Pakistan. 

Shafqat Kakakhel said that this 

Opening Plenary
Economy of Tomorrow: 

A Case Study of Pakistan
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Report by	 Mehreen	Bano	&	Safwan	Aziz	Khan
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conference serves as a forum to South 
Asian development sector experts to 
exchange views to discuss common 
challenges being faced by their re-
spective countries. He said these chal-
lenges should be addressed through 
mutual cooperation among neighbor 
countries at regional and global lev-
el. South Asian countries have many 
commonalities in terms of civilization, 
colonial backgrounds, gender equali-
ty for human rights, and law & justice, 
he said, adding that “unfortunately, 
they are faced with un-trusted lead-
ership, interstate differences, threats 
of nuclear weapons, ecological prob-
lems, multiple negative impact of 
climate change, and terrorism.” He 
stressed the need for urgent reforms 
and a meaningful role by the civil so-
ciety to look at solutions to the crises. 

He observed that the SDC has 
been an important forum for debate 
on the emerging thought that the 
global center of economic power is 
shifting to Asia. The South Asian re-
gion, however, remains to be mired in 
perpetuating problems due to lack of 

cooperation amongst member states. 
He stressed the role of civil society in 
creating shared voices for measures 
of regional cooperation in South Asia 
to address a wide range of problems 
faced jointly by the member states.

Dr Abid Suleri said that inaction 
on the part of SAARC member states 
has accelerated development chal-
lenges for each of them individually 

as well as collectively. “Hence, there 
is a need for urgent action to jointly 
ponder and implement interventions 
in favour of suffering masses of South 
Asia. He further said that the choices 
that policy makers make today will 
determine ‘how the future may unfold 
in South Asia’.  He also shared with 
audience the SDPI contribution in 
socio-economic development in Paki-
stan and across the region.

Dr Hafiz Pasha said that the coun-
try is “perilously poised at the knife-
edge”. He said that a number of 
economic challenges are due to non-
economic factors, including terror-
ism, rising load-shedding, insurgency 
in Baluchistan, and rise in sectarian 
violence. All these factors have been 
significantly hemorrhaging economic 
growth and performance of Pakistan, 
he added. “Given Pakistan’s poor Bal-
ance of Payments position, there is a 
need to cut back on non-essential im-
ports.” He stressed that tax exemp-
tions and concessions should be with-
drawn for a much needed increase in 
the Tax-GDP ratio. n

Participants	at	the	opening	plenary	of	SDC

Dr	Hafiz	Pasha	delivers	keynote	address.
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Dr Nadeemul Haque said research 
based policies are required to reduce 

poverty, accelerate development prog-
ress, and achieve the goal of inclusive 
growth in Pakistan. He said the govern-
ment must concentrate on the protection 
of public interests and rights, provision 
of basic necessities to people, enforce-
ment of laws to weed out exploitation 
and malpractices, and it should observe 
transparency and accountability. This 
may be a counsel of perfection, but it is 
the direction in which the government 
must move, he added. 

Talking about state level inequali-
ties, Dr Haque said SROs and perks 
to the high officials are major impedi-
ments in growth process, which also 
create inequality in a society. About 
reforms of inclusive and sustainable 
growth in Pakistan, he said sound 
fiscal and financial management, im-
proved public service delivery, and 
a congenial environment for private 
sector development is the need of 
hour for economic growth.

Dr Nadia Tahir, expressing her 
deep concerns about the efficiency of 
state actors in achieving the goal of in-
clusive growth and sustainable devel-
opment, said despite obstacles such 
as conflict, corruption and high fiscal 
deficits, India and China has impres-
sive achievement in economic growth 
and poverty reduction in the past de-
cade mainly due to economic reforms 
in the 1990s, but Pakistan still lags 
behind its regional competitors. “In-
clusive growth means raising produc-
tivity of resources particularly human 
resources, and creating conducive en-
vironment for employment. It doesn’t 
mean income distribution measures.”

To empower the poor it is essential 
to bring about such polices and invest-
ments, which may promote growth 
and address the multiple dimensions 
of poverty, she said, adding that a 
rapid and sustained change, there-

fore, is required for pro-poor growth. 
She maintained that macroeconomic 
stability, education and infrastructure 
influence the growth positively and 
inequality negatively.

Naveed Cheema said that given 
the situation of highly indebted, non-
performing state-owned enterprises 
(non-PSEs), we argue that too much 
government control is indeed bad for 
enterprises. But, too little government 
ownership may not be good either, he 
said and added that the inefficiency 
of state-owned enterprises, however, 
is only one reason for loss of growth 
targets.

About rationales of PSEs, he said 
that market failures provide resources 
to underserved people and areas, fa-
cilitate equitable economic growth, 
feed in to high priority sector of 
economy, and bridge the investment 
gap in public infrastructure. In order 
to enhance the efficiency of SOEs, we 
should strive for quality and consis-
tency in regulatory system across the 
state-owned enterprises, he said, add-
ing that divergent, overlapping, con-

tradictory or constantly changing reg-
ulations are counterproductive. “They 
can impose costs, reduce efficiency, 
and deter investors.” He maintained 
that an important step to strengthen 
coherence for governments is to eval-
uate the regulatory framework while 
establishing investment priorities and 
programmes. “This can reveal poten-
tial obstacles to the efficient use of 
public funds. In addition, mechanisms 
should exist to coordinate regulatory 
policy across levels of government to 
achieve the goal of inclusive growth.”

Shermon Robinson said that in 
order to achieve a target of inclusive 
growth, we need to focus on economic 
issues rather than social ones. He fur-
ther said that Pakistan lacks invest-
ment in energy and water sectors, 
therefore, the government needs to 
prioritize these sectors to achieve its 
goal of growth. Pakistan needs to in-
crease its total factor productivity by 
enhancing capacity of manufacturing 
sector, he said. Talking about trade ca-
pacity, he said: "East and South Asia 
has much more capacity to excel in 

Session: A1

Reforms of Inclusive and Sustainable Growth in Pakistan

Chair	 Dr	Nadeemul	Haque,	Former	deputy	chairman	for	Planning	
Commission of Pakistan

Speakers	 Dr		Nadia	Tahir,	Lecturer,	Lahore	Business	School,	University	
of	Lahore

	 Mr		Naveed	cheema,	Government	Specialist,	Ministry	of	
Finance

	 Mr	Shermon	Robinson,	Institute	of	Food	Policy	Research	
Institute	(IFPRI).	

	 Mr	Mohsin	Khalid,	Director,	Ittehad	Steel.
Report by Haider Abbas

(L-R)	Sherman	Robinson,	Dr	Nadeemul	Haque,	Dr	Vaqar	Ahmed	and	Dr	Nadia	Tahir	sit		on	the	stage.
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Kulasbanathan Romeshun pre-
sented his study titled: ‘Secure 

Livelihoods Research Consortium-
Survey in Sri Lanka’. According to 
him, in 2009, a substantial economic 
growth in North and East provinces 
was observed before the termina-
tion of a 30-year armed conflict in 
Sri Lanka. Successively, in 2010, ex-
pansion in agriculture and fisheries 
sectors was also observed followed 
by the construction and growing in-
dustry as well as services sector. As a 
result, highest economic growth rates 
were recorded amongst 09 provinces 
in 2012. The study was conducted in 
the districts, which owe geographic 
variation in conflict to counter the in-

dividuals, who were able to return re-
settlement and recover in post-conflict 
period. Survey showed that some 89% 
of the natives suffered displacement 
and resettlement during and after the 
conflict while 05% were displaced and 
6% never displaced during the con-
flict. Further, the study showed that 
living conditions of those, who are 
still displaced, tend to be worse than 
currently non-displaced households. 
Nearly half of those displaced are still 
living in dwellings constructed with 
temporary roofing material. Similarly, 
22.4 % of the displaced has to use a 
neighbour’s toilet, and 34.3% use pub-
lic toilet. Nevertheless, other shocks 
include long-term illnesses (22%) and 

droughts (16.4%). Occupation diver-
sity was observed low while house-
holds that did not face displacement, 
and are without income largely relies 
on remittances. 

Gauging the household food inse-
curity, the survey revealed that 61% 
of households fell below the means 
of food insecurity. Only 15.7% had to 
adopt coping strategies while 35% of 
the households did not use any coping 
strategies. Findings showed that food 
security was found lower in house-
holds with higher number of work-
ing age population, higher levels of 
education attainment and asset rich 
households. Displaced and resettled 
show high food insecurity compared 
to still displaced and never displaced.  
Similarly, households in public sec-
tor employment owe higher wealth as 
compared to the households engaged 
in fisheries, agriculture and trade 
while female headed households were 
indicated as asset poor. The aasset rich 
households were observed receiving 
livelihood support services whereas 
response to submissions on liveli-
hood-related issues remained low. 

The study concludes that the end of 
war has created positive environment 

trade sector than the US." 
Stressing the need for a regional 

cross border trade, he said that trade 
facilitation should be focused. “There 
is a great potential for trade facilita-
tion for the government and busi-
ness community. A more efficient and 
transparent delivery of public services 
will allow the administration to main-
tain high security levels and effective 
government control, while diminish-
ing opportunities for corruption.” He 
further said traders will gain in terms 
of higher predictability, speed of op-
erations and lower transaction costs, 
resulting in more competitive exports 

in global markets.
Mohsin Khalid said that preserv-

ing the momentum of growth be-

comes difficult when growth is con-
sumption-based. “Pakistan being a 
small open economy has limited or no 
control over the consumer or produc-
er price levels.  The weakness of the 
economy is again being tested in the 
face of global energy price increases 
and food shortages.” We can’t achieve 
the goal of inclusive growth if we will 
not control over inflation because this 
menace has forced people to bring 
their children out of school, he said. 
He further said it’s high time for the 
government to reschedule its develop-
ment priority list by keeping the poor 
and vulnerable at the top of agenda.  n

Chair	 Dr	Haider	Nizamani,	University	of	British	Columbia	and	Simon	
Fraser	University,	Canada

Speakers	 Sony	KC,	Research	officer,	Nepal	Center	of	Contemporary	
Research, Nepal

 Mr Qasim Shah, Program Director, SDPI, Islamabad
	 Dr	Giulia	Minoia,	Secure	Livelihoods	Research	Consortium,	

Afghanistan
	 Mr	Kulasabanathan	Romeshun,	Centre	for	Poverty	Analysis,	

Sri	Lanka
Moderators Mr Qasim Shah, Program Director, SDPI, Islamabad, and Ms 

Anam A Khan, Research Associate, SDPI, Islamabad
Report by	 Sadaf	Liaquat

Session: A2 

Sustainable Livelihood in Conflict Situation

Mr Naveed Cheema speaks to the audience 
and Mr Mohsin Khalid sits on the stage.
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for livelihood activities to develop 
education, which increased the liveli-
hood outcomes. However, the vulner-
able groups (women headed house-
holds, IDPs and settled IDPs) exist, 
which are not able to make use of op-
portunities in terms of true compensa-
tion. These groups need special atten-
tion to ensure sustainable livelihoods 
of conflict-affected communities. 

Sony KC presented a study on “As-
sessing the livelihoods support in the 
post-conflict Nepal”. The study focuses 
on exploring various livellihoods sup-
port progarmmes and its sustainabili-
ty provided to Nepalese, in a post-con-
flict scenerio. According to the study, 
livelihood sector gained enormous 
attention after the conflict through 
projects supporting livelihoods by the 
government as well as national and 
international organizations. How-
ever, the study identified a number 
of lacunas in the interventions. Lack 
of well-targeted interventions/poor 
geographic coverage along with the 
livelihood interventions without com-
mentary support was observed. The 
study also indicated that livelihoods 
support provided by the authorities 
was comparatively minimal as com-
pared to demand side. Similarly, live-
lihoods programming was planned 
and implemented on short-term basis 
rather than long-term, which is subject 
to the issue of sustainability. She said 
the actual beneficiaries of the support 

programme were specific groups that 
exclude the poor/different ethnicities 
victims. This exclusion and depriva-
tion was based on the lack of aware-
ness about such support programmes 
to the needy.  

G. Minoia W. Mumtaz A. Pain pre-
sented a paper on “Village Behavior 
and the Role of Customary Institu-
tions; Developing a Method for Char-
acterizing Village Context”. She said 
that donors’ intervention leads to dis-
parities between provinces; similarly, 
more secure provinces have generally 
attracted higher levels of funds. She 
suggested that even in a programme 
meant to work on a standard tem-
plate such as National Solidarity Pro-
gramme (NSP) - agencies tended to 
work in more accessible areas first, 
confounding assessment of its impact. 
It was assumed that the NSP would 
have built accountable governance 
capacity through the establishment of 
Community Development Councils 
(CDCs). She said that evidence from 
previous studies and finding of the 
survey confirmed that customary in-
stitutions are still playing a vital role 
in service delivery, not only in villages 
but also in cities throughout the coun-
try. She disclosed that CDC members 
are often representatives of village 
elite and are ranked high in custom-
ary relations.  

Qasim Shah presented his paper 
titled: “Reconstruction of Livelihoods 

in Post-Conflict Malakand Division”. 
He said that as a result of Swat conflict 
(2007-09), approximately 2.50-3.00 
million people were displaced while 
the loss was huge in terms of lives and 
livelihoods. Agriculture sector alone 
in Swat district was incurred a loss 
of Rs5 billion in one year; similarly, 
69% reduction was registered in live-
stock in post-conflict Swat along with 
a significant decrease in tourism. The 
study tends to explore that how the 
conflict has affected livelihoods in se-
lect union councils of Swat ad Lower 
Dir districts. The study indicated that 
more than 92% households were dis-
placed due to conflict while 50% of 
the population was illiterate and un-
employed with an average size up to 
9 people per household. Agriculture 
is the major livelihood activity, how-
ever, remittances are major source in 
household income. The study also 
showed that a significant increase in 
agriculture and overseas employment 
was observed in the aftermath of con-
flict. 

To help recover from shocks due 
to conflict (& floods), the government, 
international community, national 
and local non-profit organizations 
came forward and started various in-
terventions, including one-time cash 
grant to local people for the repair of 
their houses, provision of livestock, 
agricultural inputs (fertilizer and 
seeds), micro-credit lending to low in-
come houses, skills development and 
business development trainings, and 
provision of cash grants to the poor/
vulnerable population. The study also 
showed that 25% of the households 
from the sample has received at least 
one livelihood service. Seed and tool 
distribution remain major interven-
tion received by 12% of the house-
holds followed by poultry (9%) and 
fertilizer/pesticide (7%). Agriculture 
extension services were received by 
1% only. Similarly, 25% of the house-
holds have received cash grants of 
which 20% is through BISP. Whereas, 
the contributions of traditional sup-

Sony	KC	speaks	to	the	participants	while	Mr	Kulasabanathan	Romeshun,	Dr	Haider	Nizamani,	
Dr Giulia Minoia and Qasim Shah sit on the stage.
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Dr Talat Masood while giving a sit-
uational analysis of energy securi-

ty in South Asia said that Pakistan has 
been declared by the United Nations a 
“water stressed country”. He also dis-
cussed Pakistan’s imbalance of energy 
import and current mix, tendency of 
regional as well as societal conflict for 
water availability, deployment of al-
ternate energy, and policy promotion. 
For the implementation subsequent to 
creating policy environment for en-
ergy security, he said that price based 
and quantity based approaches could 
be utilized.

Dr Bushra Yasmin further gave an 
overview of the issue specific to the 
deindustrialization of Pakistan, India 
and Sri Lanka and its effects on the 
energy crisis. She said that the contrac-
tion of agriculture in addition to man-
ufacturing sector and the emergence of 
social sector was a natural outcome of 
growing economic development and 
rising standards of living. She stressed 
the need to prioritize various energy 
policy points by the governments not 
only for the sake of resolving power 
crisis in the countries but also to trail 
back the countries on the sustained and 
self-sufficient industrial sector growth 
with an expanding services sector. 
Furthermore, she said, improvement 
in the power transmission and distri-
bution system, proper management, 
control on power theft by harsh ac-
countability and a convincing regula-
tory framework were all deemed per-
tinent. Similarly, adopting an energy 

mix and plan for the development 
of non-conventional, alternative and 
renewable energy resources, includ-
ing solar, wind and tidal power was 
much significant. Consequently, Dr 
Bushra identified that regional coop-
eration can support the countries with 
significant energy import needs and 
can enhance energy security from the 
energy resource-surplus countries i.e., 
Nepal and Bhutan. She also concluded 
that Pakistan can avail the ocean en-

ergy including thermal power, wave 
and tidal power, which will help the 
economy disentangling from the high 
import bills and external debts.

Dr Aisha Azhar said despite ad-
justments and measures being taken 
to resolve the energy shortage, Paki-
stan and Bangladesh are yet to pro-
ceed with the adoption of renewable 
energy in its energy mix. Though 
investments are concentrated on the 
traditional energy mix and its infra-

port sources such as Zakat, Baitul Mal 
and Sadqat remain minimal.

Qsim Shah said 16 projects in Low-
er Dir and 34 in Swat were initiated 
to build livelihoods. Provincial Re-
construction, Rehabilitation & Settle-
ment Authority (PaRRSA), which was 
established to coordinate and execute 

every activity, is now a defunct orga-
nization while it implemented what-
ever was planned in Damage Need 
Assessment (DNA). Bilateral donors 
have planned and implemented sev-
eral interventions through interna-
tional and national NGOs. 

Haider Nizamani said that in a 

post-conflict situation ensuring sus-
tainable livelihood for affected people 
is the biggest challenge, which requires 
need based and timely interventions. 
Most importantly, the evaluation of 
these projects needs to be stagnant so 
that effectiveness of such programmes 
may be assured, he concluded. n

Session: A3

Energy and Water Security in South Asia - I

Chair	 Mr	Shamsul	Mulk,	former	Wapda	chairman,	Islamabad	
Special comments Dr Dr Talat Mahmood, Social Science Research Center, Berlin, 

Germany
Speakers	 Dr	Bushra	Yasmin,	Head	of	Economics	Department	at	Fatima	

Jinnah	Women	University,	Rawalpindi
	 Dr	Aisha	Azhar,	Assistant	Professor,	GIK	Institute	of	Sciences	

and	Technology
 Mr Junaid Zahid, SDPI
 Ms Fareeha Mehmood, SDPI
Moderators	 Mr	M.	Zeshan,	and	Mr	Safwan	Aziz,	SDPI
Report by Mikail Toru

(L-R)	Dr	Bushra	Yasmin	(at	the	rostrum),	Dr	Aisha	Azhar,	Dr	Shamsul	Mulk,	Dr	Talat	Mahmood	
and	Ms	Freeha	Mahmood	watch	the	presentation.
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Ahmad Salim said that the move-
ments were affected by dictato-

rial regimes and imposition of martial 
laws. 

Sanaullah Rustamani said Shaikh 
Ayaz is the harbinger of peace, pros-
perity and social justice, and he has 
much concern for a better tomorrow. 
“Through his poetry, Ayaz conveyed 
the message of courage and inspira-
tion for the have-nots, as Ayaz wanted 
to see a world based on equality, peace 

structure, Dr Aisha briefed that India 
(being the 5th largest wind mill pro-
ducer) could assist in regional coop-
eration by supporting its expertise 
in the Common Renewable Energy 
Market. She concluded that regard-
ing renewable energy systems, (i.e. 
wind turbines, fuel cells, solar panels, 
renewable energy certificates, etc), 
bilateral and multilateral dialogues 
to settle regional conflicts is neces-
sary along with strengthening the 
knowledge management infrastruc-
ture such as the collaboration of pro-
fessional organizations and research 
institutes. Dr Aisha recommended 
that the government needs to criti-
cally evaluate the RES projects and 
give them immediate pass/fail status 
along with a comprehensive policy 
implementation framework that per-
tains to:

• Implementers: Individuals, such 
as bureaucrats, researchers, pol-
iticians

• Organizations: Where imple-
menters work such as SAARC, 
Pakistan Council for Renewable 
Energy Technologies (PCRET), 
Saarc Preferential Trading Ar-
rangemen (SAPTA) and other 
regional organizations. 

• Context: Social environment in 

which implementation is car-
ried out and is affected by the 
culture and norms of the envi-
ronment.

Rana Junaid Zahid discussing the 
prospects of Shale oil and gas pro-
duction in Pakistan said the United 
States being the first country to pio-
neer a profitable production of Shale 
gas, has increased its production dur-
ing the last 10 years to 138 billion cu-
bic meters. In Pakistan’s perspective, 
he added that the benefits of Shale 
gas would meet its deprived gas de-
mand, be a cheaper transport fuel. 
The country has abundance for tech-
nical personnel available to help ease 
the financial burden of fuel imports 
as the country has huge Shale re-
serves. However, he said, as a result 
of current economic disparity, Shale 
gas was a long-term subject as Paki-
stan has a technological barrier. He 
recommended that the Shale indus-
try must minimize the environmen-
tal consequences as well as develop 
technological solutions to curtail wa-
ter use, lessen and report chemical 
use, and carefully monitor produc-
tion sites. Also, it was told that one 
working on such fields should focus 
on ways to treat drilling and produc-
tion wastes to reduce toxicity before 

their ultimate disposal. He also rec-
ommended that a task force should 
be made to determine and conduct 
the Environmental Impact Assess-
ments to take public into confidence.

Ms Fareeha Mehmood emphasized 
the regional cooperation in South Asia 
regarding the energy sector, specifi-
cally on the importance of bilateral co-
operation between India and Pakistan. 
Classifying numerous predicaments 
in developing countries of the region 
such as lack of access to adequate en-
ergy resources at reasonable prices, 
hampered economic growth and de-
velopment, and poverty, she said that 
given the scope and geographic extent 
of the issues, a collective regional ap-
proach was critical for implementing 
long-term sustainable solutions.

Dr Shams Ul Mulk concluded the 
session saying that as air allows the 
sustenance of life, which does not rec-
ognize any international boundaries, 
water is similar but has the inclina-
tion to decrease. He warned that the 
major issue faced by South Asia was 
the triangular nexus of food security, 
water security and energy security. 
Regarding energy security, he said it 
was imperative to not only refer to the 
availability of energy but also its af-
fordability. n

Session: A4 

Revisiting Left Movement in S. Asia – Examining Sustainable 
Political, Economic and Social Development in the Region

Chair	 Barrister	Naseem	Bajwa,	Bajwa	and	Co.	London,	UK	
Special Comments	 Ms	Kishwer	Naheed,	Hawwa	Women	Craft	Co-operative,	

Islamabad, Pakistan. 
Speakers	 Dr	Nathalène	Reynolds,	l’Institut	Français	de	Recherche	sur	

l’Afrique	(French	Institute	of	Research	on	Africa),	Kenya	
	 Mr	Raza	Naeem,	Lahore	School	of	Economics,	Lahore
	 Mr	Ahmed	Salim,	Sustainable	Development	Policy	Institute,	

Islamabad, 
	 Mr	Sanaullah	Rustamani,	International	Islamic	University,	

Islamabad

Report by	 Rabia	Manzoor	and	Mehreen	Bano	
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Dr Aman Ullah said Vision 2025 
aimed at unlocking the immense 

potential within this country, i.e. pri-
vate sector as engine of growth, an ef-
ficient, professional and accountable 
public sector, corporate governance 
based on OECD guidelines, mac-
roeconomic stability with inclusive 
growth, and political stability and 
peaceful Pakistan. He affirmed that 
the objectives of the vision is to boost 
the annual growth, have a good qual-

Chair	 Dr	Vaqar	Ahmed,	Deputy	Executive	Director,	SDPI,	
 Islamabad
Special Remarks	 Dr	Pervez	Tahir,	former	Chief	Economist
	 Mr	Ali	Khizer,	daily	Business	Recorder,	Lahore
Speakers Prof. Mustopadidjaja A, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Dr Amanullah, Planning Commission of Pakistan, 
 Islamabad
	 Dr	Khaqan	Najeeb,	Director-General,	Economic	Reforms	Unit,	

Ministry	of	Finance,	Islamabad
Report by Seemi Bano

and harmony. He favors democracy 
and asks people to denounce dicta-
tors.” Keeping in view the fact that 
his poems advocate development, 
peace, reformation and social equali-
ty, Sanaullah recommended that some 
of his poems may be incorporated in 
the syllabus of the South Asian public 
sector colleges and universities. 

Raza Naeem said that Saadat Hasan 
Manto was one of the greatest Urdu 
writers of the 20th century, who was 
inspired by the Bolshevik Revolution 
in Soviet Union on one hand, and the 
struggle waged by Bhagat Singh and 
his co-aides for Indian freedom on 
the other. He said Manto would have 
chronicled wrangling over the India-
US nuclear treaty and the failure of the 
Indian Left to make an impression in 
that struggle with disdain, as sure as 

he would have opposed the country’s 
newfound status as Uncle Sam’s proxy 
adjunct to halt the rise of China, prob-
ably bringing with it the license to do its 
own bidding in Kashmir (Manto was 
proud to be Kashmiri himself). Neither 
would his ever-ready cynical eyes have 
been slow to deconstruct the so-called 
India-Pakistan peace process which ap-
pears at the moment largely dictated by 
Uncle Sam’s interests and the interests 
of its arms manufacturers and lobby-
ists, as well as the mammoth armies 
of its two fawning nuclear-nationalist 
nephews.“The ordinary people haven’t 
really benefitted from this process, en-
sconced as they are in a debilitating 
cycle of visa restrictions” he lamented.  

Dr. Nathalene Reynolds said that 
two stark facts stand out in the con-
text of South Asia: abundance of 

wealth amongst a few and a simulta-
neous rise in poverty. She discussed 
the revisiting key episodes of the 
Communist Movement in India on 
the contribution of Rajani Palme Dutt. 
She recommended the llivelihood se-
curity of households in rural areas of 
the country by providing at least 100 
days of guaranteed wage employment 
in every financial year to every house-
hold whose adult members volunteer 
to do so”. “It would provide for food 
and nutritional security in human life 
cycle approach by ensuring access to 
adequate quantity and quality food 
at affordable prices to people to live a 
life with dignity.” 

 Kishwar Naheed observed that 
left movements constitute an impor-
tant part of sustainable economic and 
social development in any country. n

Session: A5

Pakistan Vision 2025

Mr	Ahmed	Salim	speaks	on	the	stage.	(L-R)	Dr	Nathalène	Reynolds,	Mr	Sanaullah	Rustamani,	Barrister	Naseem	Bajwa,	Ms	Kishwer	Naheed	and	Raza	
Naeem sit.
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ity of life with emerging economies 
like Malaysia, bring the structural 
transformation in all real sectors, en-
sure food, water and energy security, 
compliance with private sector for the 
economic uplift, and provide enabling 
environment by ensuring good corpo-
rate governance. 

In the Vision 2025, eight main 
themes like Integrated Energy, Inclu-
sive and Sustained Higher Growth, 
Private Sector Led Growth, Internal 
Resource Mobilization, Moderniza-
tion of Infrastructure, Social Capital, 
Strategic Regional Initiative and Insti-
tutional Reforms & Governance have 
been covered, he said. By concluding 
his presentation, he said that imple-
mentation of Vision 2025 is in prog-
ress, and now the government is look-
ing for possible financial opportunities

Dr Pervez Tahir said: “Vision is 
an international plan to eliminate a 
voidable blindness” by uncovering 
the linkages of strategic plans and cre-
ating vision. A new concept was put 
forth in 1980s to plan things, which 
were termed strategic planning, he 
said, adding that strategic plans can 
also be devised to generate visions. 
H e said frameworks lack innova-
tion since they have been made by 
the same people. “Tolerance was one 
of the main themes in Pakistan 2010 
Vision and one can see that where 
we stand in tolerance.” He said that 
emphasis had been laid on develop-

ing plans, frameworks and visions 
instead of implementation. He sug-
gested that the issues like militancy, 
terrorism, sectarianism and energy 
should be addressed on urgent basis. 
He said: “80% of the private sector 
is dependent on energy and political 
consensuses is paramount to develop 
and agree on the basic themes”.

 Prof. Mustopadidjaja, while pre-
senting Indonesia Vision 2025, threw 
light on the ongoing activities and ef-
forts made by the government to im-
prove the ranking of Indonesian com-
petitiveness, which is currently ranked 
40th by the World Economic Forum.  
He emphasized to understand the role 
of government, which is primarily 
policy-making, its proper implemen-
tation, overcome the challenges and 
remove the lacunas in order to rank 
higher in the global competitiveness. 
Discussing the development strategy, 
which is called “Quality Growth Para-
digm”, he said it is pro-growth, pro-
jobs, and pro-environment. 

Ali Khizer said that governance is 
one of the major issues in the coun-
try... Policies shall have implemented 
in a way that it should have trickle-
down effect. During the past 15 years, 
there have been talks on visions and 
frameworks by the same people. What 
he thinks missing is the consistency 
and autonomy. He called for develop-
ing political consensus, which what 
he said is the solution for the sustain-

ability of frameworks and their imple-
mentation. Referring to the planning 
commission and the planning docu-
ments, he said: “The planning docu-
ments are well-researched, but some-
thing is wrong.” For him, governance 
is a major issue. The short-term and 
inconsistent policies are another issue, 
which hinders sustainability of these 
frameworks. 

He further said that inclusion of 
different players is important, which 
is currently missing in the planning 
commission initiatives. Highlighting 
the provincial level issues, (for in-
stance in Pakistan every province has 
different priorities, which are not cov-
ered by the Vision 2025.) he said: “Let 
the province take the lead.”

Khizer, referring to his study on 50 
top farms in the country, said 50 per 
cent respondents in the survey said 
energy is the biggest issue in Pakistan 
to run their businesses. Corruption 
was ranked second, civil society third 
, law and order fourth, and inconsis-
tent economic policies was the last 
factor, which affect their businesses. 
Similarly, the score card for evalu-
ation of taxation (-50 to +50) shows 
that all responses were in negative. 
He stressed the need to listen to the 
private sector about the vision and its 
key implementation. 

Dr Khaqan Najeed said any vision 
would play critical role in bringing all 
on board to mainstream and prioritize 

Dr	Amanullah	speaks	to	participants.	(L-R)	Dr	Pervez	Tahir,	Dr	Vaqar	Ahmed,	Mr	Marc-Andre	Franche,	Mr	Ali	Khizer,	Prof.	Mustopadidjaja	A	and	
Dr Khaqan Najeeb sit on the stage.
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the issues. The government has devel-
oped political consensuses to address 
energy crisis, and is now initiating dif-
ferent projects in this regard, which are 
indigenous and cheaper, he said, add-
ing that the government is also work-
ing on public-private partnership. He 
stressed the need to improve business 
climate for economic governance and 
help people start their businesses. He 
further said the government is work-
ing to arrange finances for the imple-
mentation of Vision 2025. Talking 
about the role of 45 million diaspora, 
he said: “Certainly, the timings, scope 
and persistence will matter.”

UNDP Country Director said four 
elements made a good impact on the 
vision. First is the need for developing 
political consensuses. In the context 

of Pakistan, he said, the deficit is how 
to be done, and who will be working? 
Countries like China are very good in 
implementation of the vision, he said. 
Second is monitoring and evaluation 
of such plans and their transparency. 
Third is public service reforms, injec-
tion of new people, new talent and 
new blood in public services, and 
fourth is to answer what needs to be 
done and how to develop political 
consensus. He suggested using social 
technology and extensive experiences 
for the development of political con-
sensus and implementation of plans.

Ms Tahira Abdullah, a human 
rights activist while raising a question 
regarding the population of Pakistan, 
said Vision 2025 doesn’t talk about 
census. “We don’t know how many 

we are, but we are planning for popu-
lation. We also don’t know the actual 
figures of poverty in the country.” Mr 
Khizer Ali said census is a major issue 
in Pakistan, and we don’t know what 
kind of demographic profile we have. 
UNDP country director was surprised 
of the unavailability of poverty figures. 
He said Pakistan has so many capaci-
ties, and it is quite appalling that there 
are no figures. “UNDP will support the 
government in this regard,” he added. 

To a question on civil service re-
forms, Dr Tahir Pervez said the ex-
pertise has not been evolved in the 
relevant fields. He said that post 18th 
amendment scenario requires decen-
tralization of civil services and the 
incentive structures need to be re-
formed. n

Dr Asaf Niwaz said that the state 
should provide free and compul-

sory education to all children of the 
age of five to six years as determined 
by the law. “Number of primary 
schools may be increased in order to 
cater to the problem of enrollment 
particularly where students are fac-
ing problems in far-flung schools”, 
he said, adding that local education 
committees may be formed with some 
sort of incentives. He further said that 
non-formal basic community school 
(NFBCS) should be established in a 
market where child labor is common.  
He maintained that the recruitment of 
quality teachers may be ensured in or-
der to improve quality education, and 
well-trained and academically strong 
female teachers in early childhood/
Montessori methods may be inducted 
in primary schools. He emphasized 
that the government shall make sure 
that at least 4 % of GDP may be en-
sured for the provision of capacity 

building of teachers and physical fa-
cilities for quality education.

Dr Shehryar Khan sharing his re-
search on “Social accountability: the 
status of education” with the audi-
ence, said that the social accountability 
matters in terms of improved gover-
nance and transparent and responsive 
government. Discussing the problem 
statement of his research focusing on 

the status of education in Khanewal 
and Vehari districts, he said there is 
an inadequate number of teachers 
like one or two teachers teaching six 
classes, all the teachers want to serve 
in urban areas, many children study 
under the trees and don’t have ad-
equate classrooms, which is the cause 
of low enrollment rate and dropout. 
He said the problems such as low en-
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Making Quality Education Accessible: 
Investing in Today’s Education for Tomorrow
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Women	University,	Rawalpindi,	Pakistan
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rolment rate in public sector schools 
particularly in rural areas, high in-
cidents of dropout and gender dis-
parity are some of the problems that 
further complicated due to financial 
constraints, as only 2% of the GDP is 
spent on education.

Dr Nazir Mehmood said after 65 
years we are not clear that curriculum 
is provincial or federal subject and 
what should be the mode of teaching. 
Sharing the statistics of his research, 
he said, out of 146 teachers, 120 have 
their postgraduate degrees in Islamic 
studies, Pakistan Studies and Urdu, 
whereas all these teachers are also 
teaching higher classes. Talking about 
quality education management, he 
said that curriculum should be fo-
cused and regularly updated. “Only 
5% students can get higher education 
while remaining are dropped at pri-
mary and secondary levels.” He said 
Pakistan is a graveyard of failed proj-
ects particularly in education sector. 

Abdul R. Channa, sharing his re-
search study on female education in 
rural Sindh (Taulka Shadadkot), he 
said in terms of dropout, both male 
and female students are affected but 
female students are the most vulner-
able.  The female students are vulner-
able in class, school, on way back and 
forth to school, home and neighbor-
hood, he said. Female students are un-

der the constant gaze of male, he said, 
adding that gender relations are one 
of the main causes of dropout.  

Tahir Dhindsa said Pakistan has 
announced many educational poli-
cies, but education has never been 
given priority as a policy item. Today, 
net enrolment rate at primary level is 
about 60%, he said, adding that 45% 
education is imparted by the private 
sector, which is increasing day by day. 
Currently, in Pakistan 25,000 estab-
lished Madressahs are running edu-
cation program and awarding certifi-
cates or degrees. 

Mosharraf Zaidi said education is 
a political issue in Pakistan. Focusing 
on urban education level, he high-
lighted that Karachi is on 56th out of 
115 districts.  Everyone in Pakistan 
wants education, but the real issue 
is from the supply side, which is the 
government itself, he said.  

Prof. Dr. Samina Amin Qadir said 
that Pakistan has a number of policies 
for education; most of them exist in 
the form of documents only. There is 
a higher level of gender disparity, as 
boys are given more preference in ed-
ucation, she said, adding that we want 
to have a vision that coincides with 
our own people. She also stressed the 
need for more research.
Recommendations
• Children, who are not able to go to 

schools due to the long distances, 
should be facilitated by building 
more schools in remote areas. 

• Village educational commit-
tees and parent-teacher councils 
should be formed to encourage 
enrolment in schools. 

• Campaign should be run in both 
electronic and print media to cre-
ate awareness about primary edu-
cation among parents. 

• Education should be provided free 
along with an incentive to encour-
age enrollments in schools espe-
cially in areas where parents are 
not willing to send their children 
to schools.

• Recruitment of qualified teachers 
should be ensured in order to im-
prove the quality education. Well-
trained and academically strong 
female teachers should be induct-
ed in primary schools especially at 
the Montessori level. 

• Regular refresher courses should 
be offered and periodic on-job 
trainings should be imparted to 
schoolteachers.

• Citizen’s voice is weak because of 
the lack of vertical accountability. 
In this regard, the accountability 
system should have a continuous 
research that underpins reforms in 
the existing accountability struc-
tures.  n

(Top)	Dr	Shehryar	Toru	speaks	to	the	participants.	(L-R)	Mr	Tahir	Dhindsa,	Prof.	Dr	Samina	Amin	Qadir,	Mr	Mosharraf	Zaidi,	Dr	Nazir	Mahmood	and	
Dr	Asaf	Niwaz	sit	on	the	stage.	Participants	of	the	session	are	seen	in	other	pictures.
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While an earlier session on “Ener-
gy and Water Security in South 

Asia” focused on the energy security 
in the region. The presentations and 
debate in this session highlighted the 
close nexus between energy, water 
and food security, recognizing that 
the challenges for the future continue 
to grow. 

Dr Musadik Malik stressed the 
need for dialogue to move away from 
opinions and superstitions. “The na-
tional power policy was the only pol-
icy approved by all four provinces,” 
he said. On the issue of provincial dis-
agreements over power tariff, he said 
this is politics, and sanity comes after 
a period of time. 

A.Z.M. Saleh, analyzing the Indo-
Bangla Water Regime, said that lower 
riparian and upper riparian regions 
need to address issues such as politi-
cal deficit and asymmetry of power, 
domestic politics, etc. 

He focused on the Ganges Water 
Treaty (1996) and Water Sharing be-
tween India and Bangladesh. Giving 
a historical analysis of the issue, he 
also looked at the Teesta Water Shar-
ing, and said: “Bangladesh as a lower 
riparian area needs assurance from In-
dia over water.” 

Dr Prakash Tiwari focusing on 
Regional Cooperation for Integrated 
Water Governance stressed the im-
portance of early forecasting on natu-
ral disasters and the need for early 
warning systems in South Asia. He 
said all countries need to focus on effi-
cient water management systems and 
ensure conservation through integrat-
ed watershed management. Focusing 
on disaster management, he said that 
particularly the region needed to have 
“early forecasting on natural disasters 
and early warning systems.” He said 
that water diplomacy was integral to 
solve issues and there was a need for 
bilateral, regional and multilateral co-

operation. Another recommendation 
was that water treaties between coun-
tries need to be reviewed from time to 
time. 

Gopikesh Acharya said that South 
Asian countries should understand 
the dynamics of conflict and coopera-
tion in water security, and “should 
not ignore the China factor.” He said 
that it was essential that South Asian 
countries looked at the political dy-
namics and identified commonalities 
for a greater regional cooperation. He 
said that there was a need to imple-
ment policy recommendations of ev-

idence-based research and implement 
the lessons learned. 

Abrar Kazi said that the inter-state 
and intra-state water security para-
digms should be revisited. He main-
tained that an Intra-state problem 
was created for Pakistan when “the 
Indus Water Treaty 1960 was signed 
without the concurrence of Sindh.” 
Emphasizing upon people-to-people 
dialogue between India and Pakistan, 
he said that people of both the coun-
tries should “start formulating their 
point of views and force their govern-
ments to fix things. He also said that 
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Dr	Prakash	Tiwari	speaks	gives	presentation	while	Mr	Gopikesh	Acharya,	Abrar	Kazi,	
Mussadiq Malik and A.Z.M. Saleh sit on the stage.
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Session: A8 

Future of Food Security in Pakistan

Pakistan should start thinking about 
ground water and not just have a cen-
tral focus on large-scale dams. 

Arthur Gueneau while linking the 
problem of water security to food se-
curity said that there was a need for 
efficient long-term planning for food 
security, and “there is a pressure on 
all kinds of resources,” in South Asia. 
He said that in Pakistan the food situ-
ation was precarious with just un-
der 20% people undernourished and 
wide regional disparities aggravated 
the problem. He said with popula-
tion expected to grow up to 240 mil-
lion people in 2050 in Pakistan, there 
was a need for major investment to 
secure the country in terms of water, 
energy and food. He suggested simu-
lation models for policy-making and 
planning, and stressed the need for 
prioritizing projects and investments. 
“Carefully integrated planning is 
needed to avoid mistakes,” he added. 

Faisal Shaheen said that informa-

tion management, and monitoring are 
basic requirements for policy making 
on water conflicts. He said there was 
a deeper issue to sustainable develop-
ment and that environmentalism has 
lost “the sacred sense of what the envi-
ronment means.” He called for involv-
ing all stakeholders in the decision-
making process and protecting the 
environment in the light of indigenous 
values and rights. Quoting the Great 
Lakes region, he told the audience as 
how the trans-boundary sharing be-
tween Canadians and Americans had 
failed. However, he said, awareness in 
local communities had led to pressure 
on local governments to invest in wa-
ter efficiency and to take steps to con-
serve water. He said that “information 
should guide investment,” and that it 
should be tied to specific stakeholders 
to be sustainable. 

Dr Tariq Banuri, the founding ex-
ecutive director of SDPI, said that 
“though there is an historical uncer-

tainty, the future is even more uncer-
tain.” Focusing on the importance of 
information management and data-
sharing, he said: “knowledge is a way 
of building trust.” “Rights have an 
historical inertia of questions, and we 
have to be ready for future unpredict-
ability,” he said.   

At the end, a delegate from New 
Delhi commented that the Ganges 
Water Treaty was a fair agreement 
and water was jointly measured by 
India and Bangladesh every year as 
an important trust-building mea-
sure. Focusing on water management 
techniques, she highlighted the im-
portance of water cooperation while 
quoting the example of Bhutan and 
India. She said that Bhutan’s GDP 
had doubled after power-sharing. To 
the concerns of Mr Kazi on intra-state 
conflict on water. She said India and 
Bangladesh had tried to avoid that 
problem in the Teesta Treaty as a joint 
hydrological project.  n

Experts said that immediate steps 
are required to ensure future food 

security in Pakistan such as increase in 
bringing agricultural productivity and 
efficiency by improving socio-econom-
ic status of small farmers and structur-
al reforms in agricultural sector.

Mr Krishna Pahari said the long-
term stability in food utilization, ac-
cess and availability are important for 
future food security in Pakistan. Cur-
rently, Pakistan is facing acute food 
insecurity, malnutrition and stunting. 
For future food security, he said, there 
is a need to ensure stability in food uti-
lization, access and availability by in-
creasing economic and social access to 
food.  Besides, inflation or price-hike, 
stagnant and declining income and 
energy shortfall are the major causes 
of food insecurity, he added. 

Ms Lola Castro from the same 
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organization said that the malnutri-
tion of any country can significantly 
impact GDP, which has been inves-
tigated to about 4-7 per cent. For ex-
ample, in Latin America alone, mal-
nutrition causes 6-7% decline in GDP, 
she said. Serious efforts are needed to 
cope with the prevalent challenges of 
food security, she said, and stressed 
the need for social safety nets such 
as Zakat, Banazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP), Zero Hunger pro-
gramme, food fortification, etc. She 
also emphasized capacity building of 
small farmers, suggesting that reduc-
tion in post-harvest losses should also 
be taken into account. 

Qaim Shah pointed out that hike 
in food prices and climate change 
aggravated the already vulnerable 
food system of Pakistan. He said 
that the world has to improve ag-
ricultural output to 70 per cent by 
2025 with no exception for Pakistan. 
To combat this challenge, there is a 
dire need to increase public spend-
ing and do something for the pros-
perity of small farmers.

Dr Abid Suleri said that in Pakistan 
food availability has been improving 
since 2009, however, situation of food 
access and its utilization is declin-
ing rapidly. Socioeconomic access of 

food plays a crucial role in sustaining 
food security in the country. He re-
called that Ministry of Food Security 
and Research was established in 2012 
with the launch of Zero Hunger pro-
gramme, but the programme was not 
successfully implemented due to fis-
cal deficit. Apart from policy formu-
lations, effective implementation has 
always been a challenge for the state, 
he said, adding that three main pillars 
of food security, i.e. social safety net, 
clean drinking water and sanitation 
require urgent attention of the gov-
ernment.

Patrick T. Evans, while discussing 
the agriculture and livestock produc-
tion of Pakistan being among the top 
10 in the world for most of the com-
modities, said it is still facing the is-
sue of food insecurity. He said that 
the proper management and market-
ing strategies are needed to feed the 
increasing population and control 
malnutrition. Apart from the climate 
change, the country is also faced with 
additional challenges in terms of land 
use change and traditional cropping 
patterns.

 Malik Zahoor Ahmed said that cli-
mate change is a monster against food 
security. Particularly, food production 
and its availability is the serious chal-

lenge under climate change, he said, 
adding that “we need to educate peo-
ple and make policies to combat the 
issues likely to be raised from climate 
change in future.”

 Ms Arifa Khalid said the govern-
ment has already considered food in-
security a serious challenge, but we 
need some time to achieve the goals. 
She further said that by the end of next 
year we will be in better conditions re-
garding food security.

Recommendations
1. Socioeconomic access and utiliza-

tion of food plays a crucial role 
in sustaining food security in the 
country, therefore, programmes 
for targeted social safety net, clean 
drinking water and sanitation 
should be implemented.

2. Pakistan’s food poverty, malnu-
trition and stunting rates are in-
creasing, therefore, there is a need 
to tackle issues of high food infla-
tion, declining income and energy 
shortfall on urgent basis.

3. To improve agriculture output, 
there is a need to increase public 
spending on agriculture, decrease 
in post-harvest losses and pro-
grammes for improving the effi-
ciency of small farmers.  n

Participants	of	the	session.
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Ms Ayesha Salman , in the first part 
of her paper, told the participants 

as how the public school and ma-
drassa education system in Pakistan is 
flawed in terms of messages given out 
to children (who are vulnerable and 
easily influenced) regarding people 
from different faiths and ethnic back-
grounds. The second part focused on 
how fiction can shape the way people 
think urging them to perceive the 
world in more lateral ways and to 
think about social issues that perhaps 
they would otherwise not consider be-
cause of the large readership of litera-
ture and because of the way in which 
fiction can be highly emotive leading 
to a large impact on the masses.  

Quoting the Constitution of Paki-
stan that all religions are equal and 
all citizens must be treated with the 
same respect and dignity, she said 
despite this clear definition, violence 
that stems from religious dissention 
continues and is getting worse.  She 
added that it is through education and 
literature amongst other forms of de-
velopment discourse that policy can 
be influenced at the highest level.

Discussing the power to rule and 
the use of religion as a tool in many 
instances when one group of people 
or one regime wants power over an-
other, she said that the issue of reli-
gious violence is at times far more 
complex than is perceived to be at the 
time. After a brief introduction, she 
spoke about the various limitations to 
the public school and madrassa edu-
cation system and recommended that 
the curriculum can be improved by 
introducing story books with charac-
ters from various sects and religions 
interacting with each other. She con-
cluded that within the vistas of our 
discussions on change in this very 
pressing issue we must include writ-

ers and artists. However, she added 
that without changing the education 
system, no progress could be made 
as the mindset of children can only be 
shaped at school going age. Concerted 
efforts are required for an outcome in 
this regard by both the government 
and the development sector, she said. 

Dr Humaira Ishfaq said Article 18 
of Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights states that “Everyone shall 
have the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. This right 
shall include freedom to have a re-
ligion or whatever belief of his [her] 
choice.” In 1966, UN passed the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights, expanding its prior state-
ment to address the manifestation of 
religion or belief. 

She added that Article 18 has not 
been elaborated and codified in the 
same way, as detailed treaties have 
codified prohibitions against torture, 
discrimination against women, and 
race. 

Highlighting ambiguities in the 
’73 Constitution, she said the part-2 of 
Article 25 titled: “Fundamental Rights 
and Principles of Policy” guarantees 
equality of citizens while Article 20 
guarantees the freedom to profess 
and practice a religion of your choice. 
“Article 17 guarantees the freedom of 
association, and Article 26 promises 
non-discrimination. In the Constitu-
tion’s Part-I, “Preamble”, Article 2 

declares only one faith, Islam, to be 
the state religion while Articles 42 and 
91(3) dealing with the oaths of the of-
fices of the president and prime minis-
ter mandate them to be only Muslims. 
Article 8 guarantees that laws incon-
sistent with or in derogation to funda-
mental rights to be void.” 

Dr Eaisha Tareen spoke about the 
Islamic concept of freedom of belief 
with particular reference to apostasy 
or renunciation of faith. After defin-
ing freedom of belief and freedom of 
religion, she talked about the concept 
of Shariah and how did it develop 
over a period of time. Giving multiple 
references from the Qur’an in support 
of freedom of belief, including free-
dom of religion, she quoted verses 
from Qur’an: “There is no compul-
sion in religion; true guidance has 
become distinct from error” (2:256). 
“Say: ‘Now the truth has come from 
your Lord: let those who wish to be-
lieve in it do so, and let those who 
wish to reject it do so.”(18:29)

She also quoted more verses that 
deal with apostasy in which there is 
no temporal punishment for apos-
tasy. She said apostasy does not merit 
capital punishment as some Islamic 
schools of law assert: “As for those 
who believe, then reject the faith, then 
believe again, then reject the faith 
again and increasingly disbelieve, 
God will not forgive them, nor will He 
guide them on any path.” (4:137)

Chair	 Mr	I.	A.	Rahman,	Human	Rights	Commission	of	Pakistan,	Lahore
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	 Dr	Humaira	Ashfaq,	University	of	Cambridge,	UK	
	 Dr	EaishaTareen,	Sociologist	and	Clinical	Psychologist,	UK
	 Mr	Zulfiqar	Halepoto,	University	of	Sindh,	Jamshoro,	Pakistan
Special comments	 Ms	Farah	Mihlar,	Minority	Rights	Group	International,	UK
	 Prof.	Dr	Sukhadeo	Thorat,	Jawaharlal	Nehru	University,	India
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She said that contextual analysis 
of the Hadith indicates that the death 
penalty was advocated for treason 
and aggression against the commu-
nity rather than apostasy. Discussion 
of issues such as apostasy is not just of 
theoretical significance rather they can 
have far-reaching practical and legal 
implications in Muslim countries, par-
ticularly those that aspire to “Shari’ah 
law”. She called for returning to the 
primary sources of Islam with fresh 
interpretations to address the needs of 
contemporary societies.

She said that freedom of belief is the 
right to choose or adhere to any idea; the 
right to think, believe, express, promote 
and act on one’s beliefs so long as the 
rights of others are not obstructed. She 
added that freedom of religion is the 
right to choose any religion; the right to 
practice, express, propagate critique and 
leaves one’s religion.

Zulfiqar Halepoto said religious 
discrimination is increasing in Paki-
stan whereas the level of tolerance 
and interfaith harmony is being re-
duced. The wave of religious extrem-

ism and discrimination is still at arm’s 
length in Sindh. Referring to the case 
of Hindu Dalit whose body was ex-
humed and desecrated, he said the 
mosque in fact incited a Muslim mob 
to remove the body from a graveyard 
and immediate reaction came from 
the community and local newspapers. 
He further said that Sindh is still secu-
lar and progressive, which is reflected 
from informal structural strength like 
influence of mysticism, influence of 
sufis in politics. All heroes condemn 
religious divide, and uphold strong 
nationalism, anti-establishment atti-
tude, literature and media in mother 
tongue, he said, adding that political 
and social activism is so strong.

Highlighting future threats to reli-
gious minorities, he criticized religion 
as state policy (sponsorship), ethnic 
divide, syllabus and textbooks ad-
vocating religious biases, unjust eco-
nomic policies, poverty, and space for 
religious parties/madrassas.

Ms Farah Mihlar said internation-
ally you have human rights as well as 
rights based on minority community; 
freedom of religion and belief is one 
of those rights. She stressed the need 
to understand the differences between 
practicing these rights and how do 
they subsequently lead to violence 
and conflicts. Conflicts do not mean 
that you have no rights, she said, 

adding that there are also conflicts 
between different religious commu-
nities, the state, the government and 
particular religious community based 
on their identity.

It was concluded that there is a 
multitude of reasons for not respecting 
the human rights. There is no institu-
tion or backing of state in support of 
human rights. Generally, there is no re-
spect for the concept of human rights. 
It is important when we deal with the 
issue of freedom of religion or belief; 
we approach it with all other rights 
as well. We also push the government 
and state to strengthen their HR mech-
anisms, respects for human rights and 
educate the people on the issue. 

Dr Sukhadeo Thorat said that there 
is a need to examine religions ideol-
ogy and philosophy from the point of 
human rights. All the religious discus-
sion is happening, because we agree 
about common goal. If there is no 
agreement on common goal then there 
is no need to discuss it. Everybody de-
serves equal rights, i.e. male or female 
or any ethnic group. He added that 
there are lacunas in law and you have 
to change those laws, and capture the 
spirit of the Constitution.

Mr Ahmed Salim said the term mi-
nority seems as we are talking about 
some inferior creature. “We used to 
say Non-Muslim Pakistanis in one 

(Top:	L-R)	Ms	Farah	Mihlar,	Prof.	Dr	Sukhadeo	Thorat,	Dr	EaishaTareen,	Mr	I.	A.	Rahman,	
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way, but it does not describe the 
whole spirit of the term. We straight 
away divide the nation and people 
while saying majority and minority.” 

He further added that another old is-
sue is communal one within Islam, e.g. 
majority is Sunni and others are small 
sects. He stressed the need to discuss 
sect issue at broader level to remove 
ambiguities. He said Ahmedis all over 

the world are declared Muslims except 
Pakistan, but they are not accepted as 
minority here. “One thing, which is not 
discussed, is the issue of kalash people, 
who are called Kafirs (non-muslim); 
they still have no identity, he concluded.

I.A. Rahman said that all the mi-
nority communities, groups or in-
dividuals are vulnerable, and pros-
ecuted because of belief. In the 

sub-continent, Muslims had wonder-
ful traditions. Up to 19th century, Shia 
and Sunni conflict had ruled in this 
part of the world. The pillars of em-
pire were based on ethnicity and faith. 
He added that if killing a person for 
belief is taken as a religious obligation, 
then there is no understanding of vul-
nerable and no scope for reasonable 
existence. n

Dr Nathalene Reynolds, elaborat-
ing on International Agreements 

along with Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) pertaining to women 
empowerment, gave an historical 
overview of the political role of wom-

en, their theoretical considerations 
along with the indicators relevant to 
Sustainable Development Goals of 
Western Europe as well as India and 
Pakistan. She said the global political 
elites (especially women) should pro-

ficiently perform their duties in the 
society. Articles that allow religious 
leaders to challenge the gender equal-
ity in the constitutions of both India 
and Pakistan should be amended, 
she said, adding that quality educa-
tion that includes gender equality in 
fundamental knowledge and ethical 
teachings should be introduced.

Dr Prakash C. Tiwari articulated a 
study of the adaptation techniques of 
indigenous women for climate change 
in the Himalayan terrain. He affirmed 
that the role of mountain women was 
significantly a primary resource de-
veloper, contributing towards natural 
resource management such as sustain-
able harvesting without irrigation, de-
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veloping rainwater conservation sys-
tems, changing cultivation patterns, 
and even rehabilitating land wastes.  
Dr Tiwari concluded that the tradi-
tional knowledge of these women, 
who are illiterate and void of scientific 
learning, should be documented and 
studied comprehensively and consid-
ered at every stage of policy-making 
and development from its design to 
implementation. 

A.Z.M. Saleh gave his analysis 
of economic empowerment of rural 
women in his country. He said wom-
en (49.9% of the total population of 
the country) are mostly deprived of 
mainstream social and economic ben-
efits and suffering from lack of access 
to productive resources like land or 
credit. He continued with a list of in-
terventions for economic feasibility as 
well as incorporating women oppor-
tunities for their contribution towards 
sustainable development through 
increased income, increased food 
security, poverty reduction, access 
to female education and household 
decision-making in the community. 
Mr Saleh recommended that the most 
influential factors in enhancing the 
empowerment of women are access 
to formal and non-formal education, 
changing mentality of the patriarchal 
society to engage women in economic 
activity, and exposure to information 
provided through media and spatial 
mobility. In addition, it was discussed 

that religious superstitions, tradi-
tional beliefs, attitudes and practices 
are required to be changed in order to 
empower women particularly in rural 
Bangladesh. Consequently, he said 
that the government organizations, 
NGOs, civil society, and development 
organizations are relevant stakehold-
ers that have to come forward with 
specific interventions to stimulate the 
process of women empowerment.

Saima Bibi presented her Khan-
pur case study of women as agents 
of change in Litchi fruit cultivation, 
harvesting, and its marketing. About 
3,000 tons of litchi is annually pro-
duced in Pakistan where the rural 
women play a vital role in its agri-
culture operations, and production, 
she said. However, she generalized 
that the cultural barriers of mobility 
and traditional priority of designated 
work are predicaments regarding the 
superior financial returns from Litchi 
Orchards. She recommended that 
there should be a strong potential of 
participation of women in litchi cul-
tivation by contributing their efforts 
towards planting, land preparation, 
protection, etc. As a result, she said, 
the male member of the family should 
be given the opportunity to seek alter-
native employment to augment fam-
ily income. She suggested a training 
programme to enhance the women 
knowledge in litchi farming that what 
she said would assure raising the so-

cioeconomic conditions.
Veena Sikri briefed the partici-

pants about gender equality and 
women empowerment in South Asia 
in the context of post 2015 Sustainable 
Development Goals agenda. She em-
phasized that after the 1947 partition, 
women’s right to vote that was easily 
attained did not ensure the social and 
economic benefits for them. The patri-
archal hierarchy persisting in South 
Asia, as she discussed, allowed gen-
der blind government policies and 
referred to the potential of women la-
bour force participation as “invisible 
sector of the economy”. Reiterating 
the 2006 World Economic Forum in 
Geneva, Ms Veena notified the mea-
sure of gender gap for empowering 
women such as in the labour force 
participation rate, wage, female lit-
eracy and health ratio compared to 
men as well as political empower-
ment. She stressed that in South Asia, 
gender equality and empowerment 
required minimal foreign aid but only 
administrative direction, commu-
nity participation, and will to make 
strong decisions. She concluded with 
the cross cutting priorities for women 
in the post 2015 development goals, 
where women should be the center of 
change and responsible for their fu-
ture prospects. 

At the end, Ms Ahmedzeb said 
when you have an educated mother, 
you will have an educated nation. n

Participants	of	the	session
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Dr Paul McCarthy said that there is 
a need to fill gaps between service 

users and service providers. He added 
that 20 years ago service delivery was 
a big issue, but such issues could not 
be addressed so far.  He said that peo-
ple are happy with recent democratic 
transaction, which has improved po-
litical governance, but in terms of 
service delivery many things remain 
the same.  He argued that politicians 
make many promises to improve ser-
vice delivery, but once they assume 
power, they forget about it.  

Faisal Haq Shaheen presented his 
research on service delivery through 
community engagement and mobili-
zation in South Asia’s mega cities, in-
cluding Dhaka, Karachi and Mumbai 
using process tracing methodology. 
He compared state and non state ac-
tors between these mega cities spe-
cifically on water and sanitation. He 
picked three case studies Kalyanpura 
Basti in Dhaka, Sabzi Mandi in Kara-
chi and Dadar Toilet block in Mum-
bai. The Kalyanpura Basti now has 
water treatment plant and sanitation 
services with the interventions of DSK 
and people of community pay to ac-
cess the facilities. The water and sani-
tation services provided to Sabzi Man-

di, Karachi in 2010 with the efforts of 
Opposition and traders. In Mumbai, 
toilet blocks were established with the 
collaboration of state and non state ac-
tors. Unfortunately, we don’t have a 
defined understanding between state 
and non state actors, he said. He em-
phasized that non state actors should 
engage themselves with state actors 
because both have their influence in 
service delivery.The driver must be 
the community, and state is respon-
sible for delivering the services, he 
maintained. 

Dr Shehryar Toru discussed the 
dynamics of access in the light of 
theoretical framework of exit, voice 
and accountability. He presented a 
paper based on service delivery data 
gathered by SDPI under Aawaz pro-
gramme. He said in advanced societ-

ies, services are provided on the basis 
of equity and equality by the state 
through open, fair and competent ad-
ministration. He said that access to 
services is problematic in discrete so-
cieties like Pakistan, and people face 
difficulties in accessing services due 
to bureaucratic procedures. He said 
that accountability can be conceptual-
ized in terms of long and short route. 
He said that those who have extra 
income, they move to alternate in-
stead of public services and they have 
choice between services. He conclud-
ed that institutions and systems are 
politicized and citizens are unable to 
hold officials responsible due to lack 
of accountability within administra-
tive structures. 

Khaleel Ahmed Tetley said ac-
countability improves service de-
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livery performance. He said RSPN 
formed local, village and community 
level organizations to mobilize citi-
zens. Citizen involvement through so-
cial mobilization is critical for improv-
ing service delivery, he said, adding 
that RSPN established a mechanism 
of accountability to improve schools' 
condition in seven districts of the Pun-
jab and KP. "We mobilized communi-
ties to demand from local politicians 
and influenced figures to implement 
Article 25A.” As a result, he said, 
school management committees were 
restructured, teachers attendance im-
proved and books and furniture was 
provided to the schools. He told the 
participants that RSPN also formu-
lated District Health Network to ac-
cess health facilities with the engage-
ment of state and private actors. He 
concluded that communities can con-
tribute to improve quality of service 
delivery when they are organized and 
strive for their rights. 

Mosharraf Zaidi presented an 
overview of citizen’s demands, and 
political parties’ promises on service 
delivery. Discussing the theory of exit 
and voice, he said there are two forms 
of exit, i.e. Exit up to private services 
or move out from the mechanism.  
He said that demand for services and 
demand for education in Pakistan is 
more complex than assumption. He 
further said there are two types of exit 

from the system, i.e. exit up to alter-
nate better services or out of the sys-
tem. He said that parents, who have 
more income, send their children to 
private schools while poor parents 
get their children out of schools.  He 
further said that in recent elections 
every major political party promised 
to provide quality education and en-
hance education budget.  He said that 
only 50% of grade 5 students can read 
Urdu and English sentences.

Babar Jamal was of the view that 
our system does not allow people to 
raise their voices. NGOs are working 
parallel to state mechanism, but both 
sides have some sort of disconnect, he 
said, adding that the state actors don’t 
have big infrastructure for delivery so 
non state actors develop small pilot 
project, which are efficient and lot of 
people have access to them. Most of 
the people don’t know where to go 
and whom to contact to raise voices, 
he said and maintained that there are 
missing links between NGOs and the 
state. He argued that at the low level 
of pyramid, community can regulate 
and generate revenue and they can 
provide better access. There is no such 
mechanism of managing voices and 
accountability, he said. 
Recommendations
• There is a need for understand-

ing the dynamics of access, and 
its implications on ordinary citi-

zens.
• Improving access and overcom-

ing barriers concerning power 
relations must be rooted in di-
rect participation and decision-
making.

• Any form of participation (Lo-
cal and decentralized) must take 
into account the structure and 
processes of participation.

• There is a need to explore the 
condition and strategies under 
which citizens’ participation 
could yield fruitful results. 

• There is a need to replicate Ker-
ala south Indian decentralization 
model with some adjustments. 

• There is a need to engage non 
state actors with state actors to 
enhance and improve service de-
livery. 

• There is a need to assess the de-
mand from community and de-
liver on the ground according to 
needs. 

• People need extra income to ac-
cess services, the government 
should make policy to tackle 
these issues. 

• Long and short route account-
abilities are required to enhance 
the problems of access. 

• There is a need to scale up the 
budget for service delivery, in-
cluding education, health, water, 
and sanitation. n

Participants	of	the	session
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Mr Grant Vinning emphasized the 
need to differentiate between 

good and the bad middle man. He 
said the role of middle man is critical 
and one cannot deny its importance 
and role in value addition sub sector 
of agriculture. He was of the view that 
Farmer Marketing Collectives should 
be supported to make aware farmers 
about the importance of value chain 
addition instead of cooperatives, as 
40,000 cooperatives failed in promot-
ing agriculture sector in Balochistan. 
Mr Vinning highlighted the key ele-
ments of Farmer Marketing Collec-
tives on which it should be based. ‘No 
Credit’ should be the key element in 
these collectives, he said, adding that 
additionally, there is a need for Busi-
ness Support Service Providers, who 
should be preferably from the same 
area because they know the traditions 
of community and are also easily ac-
ceptable for the local community. “In 
addition, they have to be well-versed 
in book keeping & accounting and also 
conversant with business operations. 
Good entrepreneurial and communi-
cation skills will enhance their capac-
ity to perform their duties in a smooth 
manner.” In the light of his presenta-
tion, the key lessons he shared with 
the participants included:

• Group marketing of small farm-
ers

• Capacity building of members
• Reliance on own capital
• Pay for professional advice  - 

BSSP, and 
• No credit      

Saleem Ashraf shared his PhD 
work on Linking Agriculture Risks 
with Cotton Value Chain. Discussing 
the outlook of cotton crop in Pakistan, 
he said cotton crop has 7.0 value add-
ed in agriculture and shares 1.5% in 
GDP. Furthermore, he highlighted the 

Cotton Value Chain (CVC) in Pakistan 
and the risks that are associated with 
it including climatic risk and produc-
tion risk. He said the Risk Manage-
ment Strategies to revive value chain 
include:

• Crop insurance
• Micro credit schemes
• Established market
• Early warning system about cli-

mate variability

• Subsidized inputs
• Interest free loans

Ayesha Gulzar, highlighting the 
absence of vibrant agriculture sec-
tor in the country, said that increased 
competitiveness in the market is only 
achievable by developing agriculture 
value chain. She emphasized focusing 
more on transforming comparative 
advantage to competitive advantage. 
“Advantages must shift from com-
parative advantages such as low-cost 
labour or natural resources to compet-
itive advantages due to unique prod-
ucts or processes,” she said. Sharing 
his presentation on Agribusiness De-
velopment in Pakistan using the Value 
Chain Approach, she said, value can 
be added with technology, organiza-
tional innovation and efficiency. Simi-
larly, diversification into new markets 
at farm level helps generate more ac-
tivities and eventually more income. 
Spotlighting the Horticulture sector of 
Pakistan, she said it did not perform 
optimally according to its capacity. 
During 2011-12, she said, 13.5 million 
tons of production was achieved dur-
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ing that year and only 3 % to 5% of it 
was processed for value addition. In 
addition, she presented the key gaps 
in agribusiness value chains that in-
cluded:

• Low usage of quality inputs
• Low levels of value addition in 

production areas
• Weak market linkages
• Low levels of integration into 

formal market chains especially 
of small farmers.

Geographical clusters develop-
ment, enhancing overall competitive-
ness of sub-sector and upgradation 
and facilitation of agriculture value 
chain addition are some of the recom-
mendations given by Ms Gulzar. 

Muhammad Zeeshan discuss-
ing his study on Wheat Market in 

Pakistan: A Post-18th Constitutional 
Amendment Inquiry, said there are 
negative interventions of Economic 
Coordination Committee and Minis-
try of Food Security in provincial agri-
culture matters. “Only the agriculture 
processing sector is gaining in terms 
of exports while rest is in loss.” He 
further said that subsidies in agricul-
ture should be targeted to the benefit 
of small farmers.

Dr Sohail Jahangir Malik said that 
weak and fragmented markets with 
substantial government interven-
tions are weakening the agriculture 
sector. Elaborating his presentation 
on 'Agriculture Value Chain Devel-
opment of South Asia - The Time to 
Act is Now: Opportunities and Con-
straints from Pakistan’s Perspective’, 

he said that food markets are chang-
ing worldwide now and creating op-
portunities for the producers to get 
maximum out of it. Similarly, the 
information revolution is playing a 
critical role in agriculture value chain 
addition. Owing to this, many devel-
oping countries are closing their gap 
that they have in technology. The 
mobile technology has made it easy 
for the producers to get connected 
to the networks to get good worth 
of their products. Commenting on 
the constraints that Pakistan agricul-
ture sector is facing, Mr Malik said: 
“Primitive rural non-farm economy 
and limited interface with the mod-
ern business practices are hurdles”. 
Similarly, poor infrastructure and 
transportation facilities in the coun-
try are some of the hindering factors 
in achieving agriculture value chain 
addition in the country, he said, add-
ing that “Agriculture Value Chain 
development is not receiving the 
attention it deserves either domes-
tically in Pakistan and Barriers to 
Trade severely limit the potential of 
developing Empowering Agriculture 
Value Chains across South Asia”. 

Dr Stephen Davies focused on the 
disappearance of small agriculture 
players especially small mills where 
they are replaced by the large coop-
eratives. He said that more than 60% 
of the residents of rural areas are not 
farmers now, although their income 
still depends on agriculture sector. n

Dr Abid Suleri and Mr Stephen Davies sit on the stage

Participants	of	the	session
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Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja, while in-
troducing the Asia Pacific Forum 

for Environment and Development 
(APFED) showcase program, said the 
programme promotes the effective 
environment management and sus-
tainable development in Asia Pacific 
region. It is supported by the Minis-
try of Environment, government of 
Japan. SDPI is the member of APFED-
NetRes. In 2007, majority of the pro-
posals were submitted by NGOs; the 
main theme of projects was concern-
ing land, agricultural and forest.    

Manesh Lacoul said APFED pro-
vides support to stakeholders, who 
aim at policy development. The AP-
FED showcase program involves in-
novative ideas and practices for sus-
tainable development through the 
implementation of pilot projects in 
Asia-Pacific, he said, adding that it 
enables us to take initiatives for pov-
erty alleviation and sustainable de-
velopment. He said the South-South 
cooperation mechanism will allow 
showcase program to effectively pro-
mote the RIO+20 goals and to offer 
the opportunity for successful project 
replications for easing the ability of 
other communities and countries to 

address similar environmental prob-
lems.

Chathura Weliwitiya presented 
his study on the application of green 
Bio energy city in Trincomalee, Sri 
Lanka. He said that with the compar-
ison of population and waste amount 
in (2001/2011), it has been observed 
that with the rise in population, the 
amount of waste per day has also 
increased. The Trincomalee Urban 
Council has divided area into differ-
ent zones for waste collection from 

different sources. The concept work 
was to establish a committee involv-
ing major stakeholders and construc-
tion of a biogas plant in major parts of 
each city. The biogas generated could 
be utilized for multiple purposes 
such as cooking, organic fertilizer 
for better cultivation. This green bio 
energy concept enabled the reduc-
tion of municipal expenses for waste 
management, health department 
and hospitals. It reduced the cost of 
waste collection amount, transport 
and management. It’s a sustainable 
solution to the problem of municipal 
organic waste so as to increase the 
green city areas.  

Khursheed Bhatti, highlighting the 
issue of access to safe drinking water 
via Nadi Water Filter in remote areas 
of Sindh, Pakistan, said safe and clean 
drinking water is not only a problem in 
Pakistan’s rural areas but also world-
wide. He said communities in Thatta 
district use canal water for drinking 
purposes, as they have no other choice 
and as a result cholera, diarrhea and 
other water borne diseases emerged 
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there. Bio-sand Nadi filter is an indig-
enous solution to get clean drinking 
water, as it is simple, easy and adopt-
able method, he said and added that it 
is made by simple materials available 
in rural areas such as Nadi, Mutca, 
sand, cement and pipe. “The rock and 
sand filter water by growing ‘good mi-
crobes’ within the surface area of sand 
so when dirty water is added, the good 
microbes feed on ‘bad microbes’ and 
attain clean water.” He said approxi-
mately 28,000 families use safe, clean 
drinking water in Sindh, Punjab, and 
KP areas of Mansera and Swabi due 
to which the rate of water borne dis-
eases has been declined. Workshops 
have been conducted to create aware-
ness in this regard. The biological tests 
were conducted at AHD with the col-
laboration of Oxfam GB at Hyderabad 
to check the performance of Bio-sand 
Nadi filter.  Through Bio-sand Nadi 
filter, 98% clean water can be attained, 
he said. 

Rabin Kadariya elaborated as how 
to minimize human wildlife con-
flicts (HWC). He said the conflict is 
increasing due to human settlement 
and livestock grazing in traditional 
corridor of wildlife. Local economy, 
which depends on cereal crops, is 
mostly preferred by the wild animals, 
he said, adding that many crops were 

damaged by wildlife during 2000-
2007. He said his project location 
was buffer zone of Bardia National 
Park. Traditional approaches like 
locally made watch tower, trench, 
scarecrow, and rope fence were sug-
gested to minimize the risk. Apart 
from this, aromatic crops, electric 
fencing and integrated approaches 
including modern approaches were 
also suggested to mitigate HWC to 
improve the economic conditions 
of indigenous people. Mr Kadariya 
shared the outcome of his project, 
which greatly minimized HWC by 
replacing traditional crops with cash 
crops. By following the modern ap-
proaches, wildlife didn’t have access 
to crops. It also improved economy 
of communities. He also suggested 
that these Mentha crops can be repli-
cated in the tropical and subtropical 
regions of South Asia.

Zia ur Rehman Farooqi present-
ed his study on improvement of 
environment through reduction in 
wood-cutting and remission in Green 
House Gases through introducing 
fuel efficient technologies in Kohistan 
district. The project goal was to con-
tribute to poverty reduction amongst 
rural communities of  Kohistan dis-
tricts (Khyber Pukhtunkhwa) by en-
suring improved access to essential 

environmental education, increased 
involvement of targeted communi-
ties in environmental-related mat-
ters, especially focused on vulner-
able groups (women), which shall 
result in Forest Conservation and 
Climate Change issues and creating 
higher effective income to the district 
households. Fuel efficient stove like 
German Bukhara, and Pak Bukhara 
were distributed in the project area. 
This project reduced deforestation 
and improved women health, he 
said. Many awareness sessions were 
conducted with women, communi-
ties and  schoolchildren. Kohistan is 
geographically a difficult area with 
damaged roads and extreme weather 
due to which the project team had to 
face many problems.

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, appreciating the 
South South Cooperation, emphasized 
the importance of partnership and 
suggested improvement in research 
communication. He said replication of 
stoves and aromatic crops are not nec-
essary because demand differs from 
area to area.

Faisal Haq Shaheen stressed the 
need to think, understand, and edu-
cate. He also raised some questions 
like where Nadi filters are most use-
ful? There is a need to map out incen-
tives first, he added. n

(L-R)	Mr	Khursheed	Bhatti	(on	the	rostrum),	Mr	Chathura	Weliwitiya,	Mr	Rabin	Kadariya,	Mr	Shafqat	Kakakhel,	Dr	Mahmood	A.	Khwaja	and	
Dr	Zia	ur	Rehman	Farooqi	watching	a	presentation.
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His Excellency, T.C.A. Raghawan 
congratulated SDPI and CUTS In-

ternational for hosting an event where 
high officials from India and Pakistan 
were together on one platform to fight 
the challenges and problems being 
faced by the two countries. Policy and 
Implementations & Infrastructure are 
the two main themes that should be 
focused, he said. 

Pradeep Mehta said the bilateral 
trade between India and Pakistan is 
far below than its potential and the 
volume can be enhanced to three 
times with manifold benefits. It is 

wrong to calculate the balance of trade 
in absolute terms because a negative 
trade balance discourages the traders 
on either side of the border, he said, 
adding that it is important to boost the 
trade for peace in this region, as the re-
gional connectivity will help alleviate 
poverty. He suggested more gather-
ings of businessmen by holding such 
dialogues. To a question on Kashmir 
issue, he said border tension exists 
everywhere, but it should not affect 
trade. He suggested that we should 
keep the matter aside to boost trade. 

Aqdas Ali Kazmi, to the queries on 

Balance of Trade (BoT) between Paki-
stan and India, quoted the data for 
the last six years (2007-2013) from the 
Ministry of Commerce, which shows 
that on average the imports were five 
times the exports to India. This is be-
cause our exports include only fruit 
and fruits preparations whereas the 
commodities that Pakistan imports 
have a range of 15 different products. 
Keeping in view the fragile foreign ex-
change regime, it is very straightfor-
ward to expect an adverse BoT, which 
needs to be monitored, he suggested. 
Commenting on the two non-tariff 
barriers undertaken by India on the 
imports from Pakistan, including Pak-
istan specific tariff barrier and com-
modity specific tariff barrier, he said 
a contradictory paragraph of Article 
XXIV of the WTO Charter specific to 
Pakistan and India is being misused 
since the partition. 

Shaban Khalid said that it is not 
possible to discuss the future without 
settling the past. “We term the long 
list of negatives of the past as naïve 
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mistakes and get over them and fo-
cus mainly on the positives,” he said, 
adding that India has the largest steel 
industry and Pakistan imports metal-
lurgical equipments from India. He 
said that equipments are first shipped 
to Dubai and then they come to Paki-
stan. To a question, he said there has 
been successful implementation of 
a few policies and now is the time to 
highlight them. 

He said people-to-people interac-
tion is vital for trade normalization 
and the delay in issuance of visa is 
making it a nuisance. He further said 
that Pakistan can learn from India 
which generates energy through coal 
and iron ore. “You can buy a house 
and sell it if you do not like your 
neighbors, but you cannot sell your 
country. You can only compromise 
and live in harmony,” he concluded. 

Amin Hashwani said the business 
community of Pakistan wants a vi-
brant trade with India but hitherto we 
did not have a level playing field. He 
said that the challenges the world faces 
today cannot be dealt with in isolation 
and we must aspire towards global-
ism through the creation of a regional 

block. He said that it is much easier 
for the SAARC region to cooperate 
than the EU because of their common 
history. He suggested to the govern-
ments to privatize the peace process 
and let the business community take 
the charge. The business community 
influences the government decisions 
so it would be wise to let them be a 
part of the peace process, he said, and 
added that the people of this region 
need to be connected emotionally. He 
also proposed to form  regional cricket 
teams to play with each other rather 
than against each other. 

Khurram Dastagir Khan said the 
economic integration and growth is 
highly dependent on trade. South 
Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) 
has failed to boost trade, and we must 
make ourselves independent by mak-
ing the markets more accessible to 
one another, he said. It is important to 
build a consistent and sustainable re-
lation to alleviate poverty. He added 
that the bilateral trade between Paki-
stan and India is complex, and the re-
lations should be uninterruptable to 
avoid the derailing of the process of 
dialogue. Lauding the studies done by 

CUTS and SDPI, he said that Pakistan-
India trade is a win-win situation. He 
pointed out that after India granted 
Most Favored Nation (MFN) status to 
Pakistan in 1996, the ratio of imports 
to exports fell from 1:2 in 1996 to 1:6 
in 2013. The reason was that India 
did not relax its Non-Tariff Barriers 
(NTBs). 

He suggested that both the coun-
tries should be granted non-discrim-
inatory access to each others’ econo-
mies. Now looking at the other side of 
the picture, he said there are restric-
tions from Pakistan as well that can-
not be ignored. “Pakistan has signed 
trade agreements but did not raise the 
capacity to make them operational. He 
also said that both the countries face 
energy crisis, moreover their source 
of production is exhaustible hence co-
operation in the energy sector is also 
required. Providing a  broad picture 
of the Indo-Pak region, he highlighted 
the point that India and Pakistan are 
interdependent. He said that Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif has shown in-
terest in developing healthy relations 
with India, and that Pakistan too ex-
pects the same from India. n

Ms Uzma Zarrin said if a constitu-
ency lacks less than 50% women 

registration, the election should be re-
conducted after securing the specific 
women registration. The number of 
elected women has decreased in 2013 
as compared to 2008, and one needs 
to identify the factors behind this fall-
ing participation, she said, adding 
that connecting Election Commission 
of Pakistan with NADRA can ensure 
more women participation.

She said women face barriers at 
all levels of political participation, 
such as during pre-election, election 

Session: B7

Barriers to Women’s Participation in Politics: 
A Review Post Elections 2013

and post-election times. “Further they 
face various social constraints as vot-
ers, candidates and election observers. 
Barriers both at electoral and adminis-
trative levels disable women through 
the institutional mechanism and po-

litical institutions. At party level, they 
face discrimination in the distribution 
of provincial and national assembly 
seats.” 

She said there are various system-
atic barriers as well such as women 
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in political parties are excluded from 
decision-marking. She further said 
the number of women participating in 
politics is the lowest in Pakistan com-
pared to the other South Asian coun-
tries. The role of media is very impor-
tant to provide women their rights, she 
said, adding that media does not give 
adequate attention to women rights. 

She said discrimination within the 
family, and community attitude de-
picted in institutions is also the reason 
of falling number of registered wom-
en compared to men.

Mentioning Lower Dir, Malakand 
and various other remote districts of 
country, she said mobility access due 
to cultural barriers put limits to wom-
en’s votes. Besides, women’s privacy 
issues are linked to culture, harass-
ment, and transport availability.

The administrative issues are relat-
ed to NADRA such as it does not pro-
vide data as per gender, and same is 
the case in vote counting, she added. 

Dr Haider Nizamani emphasized 
the role of development sector in po-
litical participation. He said that the 
patriarchal system especially in vil-
lages has disempowered women. The 

development organizations have been 
running the same campaigns since 
the last two decades, so they need to 
identify the potential of women in the 
country, he said. He called for de-po-
liticizing the issue of women partici-
pation. 

Ms Irina Mosel said that rapid ur-
banization, influx of population from 
Kabul and the Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) in Peshawar have put 
constraints to local resources. Around 
60% of the total women from Kabul 
and 40% of total women among IDPs 
flooded to Peshawar due to conflict.

She said most of the women from 
IDPs stay in tents as living in city 
camps is much expensive. They lack 
adequate privacy at temporarily pro-
vided camps, which creates secu-
rity issues, she said, adding that it is 
difficult to find livelihood activities 
though most of them have skills, but 
access to market and microfinance is 
not possible. In this city, the formal 
governance institutions are inactive 
and informal institutions are more 
practical such as there is a Social Wel-
fare Committee for Afghans and IDS, 
but women have no participation in it.

She pointed out that the urban de-
velopment plan of Peshawar is based 
on 1998 census, which is obsolete 
now. The government should con-
duct a new census and make a proper 
urban development plan taking into 
consideration the needs of all these 
people, she maintained. To make the 
development discourse more inclu-
sive, the government should work 
on shared problems of local commu-
nity, IDPs and migrant women from 
Kabul with pro-poor urban focus for 
displaced people based on reality and 
not on 1998 census, she concluded. 

Babar Jamal said that women in pol-
itics are unable to secure their funding 
from the government. In real life, she 
said, women does not represent wom-
en rather the party and in this setting, 
increasing the quota of women in poli-
tics becomes useless. To a question, he 
said that around 22% women conduct 
74% parliamentary business, therefore, 
people should not undermine the role 
of women in politics. 

Naeem Mirza said that pro-
grammes initiated by the government 
to reduce gender bias in politics are 
unable to produce desired results. n

(L-R)	Mr	Babar	Jamal,	Mr		Haider	Nizamani,	Ms	Uzma	Zarrin,	Mr	Naeem	Mirza,	Ms	Irina	Mosel	and	Mr	Asif	Memon	are	seen	on	the	stage.
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Brig. (Retd) M. Yasin, in his pre-
sentation on “Impact of informa-

tion and communication technologies 
(ICT) on economy and poverty” posed 
the following questions: 

Does adoption of emerging ICTs 
enhance employment and reduce 
poverty? 
Can ICTs on their own reduce pov-
erty? 
What is the present scenario of 
telecom connectivity in Pakistan? 
What is the future outlook?
What is being done to reduce the 
digital divide?
Are the taxes on ICT services in-
vestment friendly?
Brig. (Retd) Yasin, describing the 

history of ICTs in Pakistan from in-
dependence to the birth of mobile 
phones, touched upon the evolution of 
regulatory bodies. He said teledensity 
has grown from 0.035 to 72.3%. The 
speaker quoted from a study that esti-
mates for 113 countries over a 20-Year 
period show a positive link between 
telecommunications infrastructure 
and income as well as between tele-
communications infrastructure and 
gross domestic product (GDP).  Brig. 
Yasin then spoke on how transition 
from 2G to 3G increased employment 
drastically with support from litera-
ture. A study presented that adoption 
of 3G led to many economic benefits, 
including enhanced socio-economic 
development, increased employment, 
enhanced quality of life, bridged digi-
tal divide, every 1% increase in BB in-
creased GDP by 10% and secure bank-
ing and payment solutions. A study 
by Telecom Engineering and Consul-
tancy House also made the estimates 
of increase in employment with mo-
bile phone and that without mobile 
phones. It was found that the increase 
is much more in a world with mobile 

phones. The speaker also shared fig-
ures from the PTA Vision 2020.

He quoted some scholars as ana-
lyzing that that access to data market 
can reduce transaction costs, trad-
ers can reduce risks of overstocking, 
emergency warnings by media can 
substantially reduce risks and the 
combination of rural roads comple-
mented by ICTs can facilitate educa-
tion, travel and health care. Figures 
from a study supported by PTA were 
also shared; the advantages of ICT 
enhancement included the number of 
people, who can become employed, 
improvement in work performance, 
decrease in intercity trips and expendi-
ture, improvement in access to health 
care, education and knowledge, im-

provement in gender empowerment, 
social cohesion as well as emergency 
responses. Disadvantages were also 
discussed and they were mainly: in-
creased expenses, adverse effects on 
health, danger during driving, fear of 
theft(snatching of cell phone), distur-
bance at workplace and receiving calls 
at inconvenient times. 

Dr Muhammad Saleem also pre-
sented evidences showing that in-
crease in mobile penetration in a coun-
try leads to GDP per capita increase. 
He also quoted from different sources 
that mobile banking provides finan-
cial services outreach to a large pop-
ulation leading to inclusive growth, 
increase in financial inclusion leads 
to 0.51% increase in business creation 
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and increases the access of poor and 
rural household to credits and insur-
ance.

A cross-country analysis was pre-
sented by Dr Saleem regarding Paki-
stan, Kenya, Brazil, Colombia and 
South Africa through comparison of 
number of ATMS, bank branches, 
agents and points of sale terminals.
Use of electronic payments was also 
looked into. The speaker worried that 
the service is not utilized enough only 
15 % of Pakistanis are using formal 
financial services; out of 2.6 million 
m-banking accounts, only 66% are ac-
tive. The speaker explained the differ-
ent options from different vendors in 
Pakistan and they are different from 
each other.

Dr Saleem provided the following 
suggestions: defining the role of TPSP 
in the regulatory framework, consum-
er centric banking models, general 
awareness of m-payments services 
and its possible usage and benefits, 
regular monitoring of the usage and 
adoption patterns, rural outreach, less 
regulatory requirements for m-wallet 
accounts. Secure, efficient and reliable 
digitization of documentary require-
ments linking it to NADRA and joint 
supervision by PTA and SBP for the 
application of advanced and secure 

ICT solutions.
“Role of ICTs & Broadband Inter-

net in Economic Development” was 
the topic of Mr Parvez Iftikhar. He 
began with the background of the mil-
lennium development goals and the 
discussions of the WSIS (2003 & 2005).
Mr Iftikhar said UN’s broadband 
commission was born in 2010 with its 
four targets that all countries should 
have a National Broadband Plan and 
broadband in their Universal Access/
Service Definition. Quoting various 
studies, which confirmed that the 
broadband helps GDP growth rate, he 
said generally broadband plans focus 
on the betterment of economy, educa-
tion, health care and governance. “For 
the economy: broadband deployment 
investment in infrastructure deploy-
ment leads to GDP and employment 
growth, also the deployment leads to 
improved productivity by transform-
ing the way business is done.” He 
further said there are also residential 
benefits making it possible for women 
to work from home and giving people 
better time utilization. He added that 
online shopping sites lead to consum-
er surplus as consumers can compare 
various prices easily putting pressure 
on suppliers. 

“ICT helps teachers improve their 

own understanding and learning and 
in turn providing better education to 
students. The broadband acts like an 
“equalizer” as the same education con-
tent becomes available to all. Distance 
learning is made possible through 
broadband, which leads to a better in-
formed public. In terms of betterment 
of health care services, storage of re-
cords has become more efficient and 
easy. Furthermore, retrieving medi-
cal records has also improved among 
other benefits. Public services can be 
provided to citizens at doorstep with 
the help of technology enhancement, 
improvement in transparency and ac-
countability, and government policies 
can be drafted by use of public data, 
enhancement of citizens-to-govern-
ment communication, efficient and 
fair government processes.”

Mr Iftikhar stressed that the eco-
system of broadband has four factors: 
enabling environment,  infrastructure, 
user adoption and content. Recom-
mendations include: enabling the 
ICT environment through update in 
policies, rationalizing taxes and cyber 
laws should be established to protect 
intellectual property. Establish con-
tractual enforcement, streamline RoW 
policies, realize max spectrum, revi-
talize and reform USF and ICTR&D 

Participants	of	the	session
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funds, promote infrastructure and 
bandwidth sharing, incentivize devel-
opment of locally hosted data centers, 
develop local e-Gov services, promote 
e-Education (in sync with curricula), 
promote e-Health in public sector, 
launch e-Agriculture (with farmer 
training), start e-Emergency Services, 
transform government processes to 
ICT-based and train public sector offi-
cials in ICT usage. Improve digital lit-
eracy in general; provide public access 
points to bottom of the pyramid, make 
computers and tablets affordable. 
Most importantly, Mr Iftikhar stressed 
that Pakistan’s National Broadband 
Plan must be formulated.

Dr Babar Shahbaz as the last speak-
er presented “Agricultural Develop-
ment through ICTs: Cyber Extension in 
Punjab, Pakistan”. The speaker began 
with a background of the agriculture 
developments in Pakistan from 1947. 
The era of green revolution is long 
over we have to rethink with changing 
paradigms. There are many limitations 
of the extension system including: 

short supply of extension agents, less 
mobility, education/capacity of exten-
sion agents, large area to be covered by 
agents, lack of fund, poor reach of far-
off farmers, high illiteracy, less female 
extension agents and weak linkage 
with research.  Dr Shahbaz presented 
an integrated ICT approach as a pos-
sible solution. The Cyber Extension 
has the potential to provide agriculture 
information services that are cost ef-
fective, customized, faster and up-to-
date. According to the farmers the ICT 
extension leads to better farming and 
trust building. But it requires internet 
connectivity which is expensive. Also 
load shedding of electricity in rural ar-
eas is a barrier in efficient implementa-
tion of this model.   

Recommendations presented by 
Dr Shahbaz included ICT awareness, 
more connections with e-Governance, 
digitization of information, increased 
Village Information Kiosks and to in-
tegrate subjects for instance agricul-
ture, and marketing or packaging can 
be seen together.

Dr Ijaz Shafi Gilani presented a 
conclusion of speeches linking the pre-
sentations; the session began with an 
introduction, the second presentation 
focused on infrastructure building, 
which led to the third presentation 
of how the infrastructure can be built 
and then the last speaker presented an 
example of how ICT can help in devel-
oping Pakistan.

Nooruddin Baqai recommended 
to take these inputs and prepare a vi-
sion paper. The basic structure of in-
frastructure is present in Pakistan as 
80-90% population is covered with 
telephonic facility. He said ICT should 
now engage with citizens.

A strong recommendation by a 
participant of the session was to cre-
ate an ecosystem to utilize the ICT. 
Another participant put up a sugges-
tion that issues such as WTO informa-
tion technology agreement to which 
Pakistan is not a member, should be 
addressed; global conventions should 
be taken into account in such discus-
sions and visions. n

Dr Tariq Rehman while discuss-
ing his paper, “Language Death or 

Murder”, said that the death of a lan-
guage occurs when the last speaker 
of a language dies. He said a number 
of mother languages are in danger 
of extinction due to the influence of 
some powerful languages, e.g. Eng-
lish, which can be termed as “killer 
language” because in many countries 
medium of education is in English 
and not in their own mother tongue. 

Talking about languages in Paki-
stan, he said that according to 2007 
census, Punjabi being mother lan-
guage of Pakistan is being spoken by 
44.15 per cent of the population. He 
said that the language spoken by the 

ruling elite remains alive unlike Eng-
lish and Urdu in Pakistan, but Punjabi 
is getting weaker, as it is not being 
spoken by the mediums of power, in-
cluding media, government and edu-

cation”. “It is a dilemma that national 
language of Pakistan is Urdu accord-
ing to the ’73 Constitution, but English 
is official language of the country,” he 
added.

Session: B9

Dying Heritage: 
The Tomorrow of Folklore, Museums and Archives

Chair Mr Jamal Shah, Hunerkada, Islamabad, Pakistan
Special comments	 Mr	Arshad	Farooq,	Finland,	Honourary	Representative,	

Lyallpur	Museum,	Faisalabad
Speakers Dr	Tariq	Rahman,	HEC	Distinguished	National	Professor,	Lahore	
 Mr Pervaish Shaheen, Director, Gandhara Research Project 

Centre, Manglor, Swat, Pakistan 
	 Dr	Humaira	Ishfaq,	University	of	Cambridge,	UK	
	 Mr	Mian	Attique	Rahman,	Director,	Lyallpur	Museum,	

Faisalabad, Pakistan
Moderator Mr Ahmad Salim, Senior Advisor, SDPI, Islamabad
Report by Afsheen	Naz
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Education can best be imparted 
in mother tongue, he said, adding 
that for the sustainability of local lan-
guages, specific TV channels and ra-
dio programmes have been revived in 
Pakistan. 

He concluded that languages 
should be preserved because they 
express identity, and are the sum of 
human knowledge; languages create 
interest among the natives. 

Pervaish Shaheen while  discuss-
ing his paper, ‘Preservation of Museum 
and Artifacts in Swat’, said that cultural 
studies are now missing in the curri-
cula of Pakistan. He said Swat is the 
oldest valley replete with the history 
of ancients from Zoratorism to Bud-
dhism, but during Taliban influence 
and military operation in Swat, most 
of the cultural belongings of different 
religions were destroyed. 

Culture in Pakistan is dying and 
for its revival, it is yet to be decided 
from where to start, he added. The 
cultural sculptures are being depleted 
in the country, particularly in Swat. 
“There are no roads and guidelines 
to rebuild the damaged sculptures, 
while less environment in the country 
to promote cultural guardian and lack 
of awareness particularly in children 
about the importance of culture” are 
amongst some of the reasons Mr Sha-
heen highlighted, which are hindering 

in saving the culture. 
Pointing out weaknesses in the 

way of promotion of culture, Mr. Sha-
heen said there is a lack of govern-
ment budget for this segment, lack of 
books on local languages in libraries 
and curricula, and lack of web-based 
information.

Dr Humaira Ishfaq, in her presen-
tation on ‘Women’s Dying Tradition 
of Creating Folk Heritage’ said: “Folk-
lores are usually belong to women. 
Through these folklores, women often 
express the suppression they feel in 
routine life.” Women are creators of 
traditions,” she added. 

Highlighting the importance of lul-
labies and bedtime stories, she said that 
these folklores teach children the les-
sons of forgiveness, wisdom and self-
giving. The tradition of telling folklore 
is somehow getting died due to global-
ization and busy life, she added.

Mian Attique Ahmad, sharing his 
views on ‘Archaeological Sites and Mon-
uments in Pakistan Archaeology Today 
-- As Never Needed Before’, said that the 
preservation of archaeological heri-
tage and putting them in museums is 
not very old, and during the Renais-
sance, initiatives were taken for the 
preservation of past to look into tech-
nological development.

“The Holy Quran emphasizes on a 
social and technological development 

perspective”, he added.  In Pakistan, 
there is a need to understand the im-
portance of this subject because we 
can grow and develop through con-
tinuous learning from the past. 

He further said that though there 
are less cultural/historical studies and 
books in Pakistan, Lyallpur museum 
is maintaining such an important her-
itage. “Museums tells about the past, 
present and future and not just about 
the present and future”, he main-
tained. Concluding his presentation, 
Mr. Ahmad said that there is a need 
to preserve more cultural legacy, and 
efforts should be made to promote it 
at broader level. 

Arshad Farooq said that “folk-
lores are lived only when mother 
languages are alive”. He further said 
that “language dying is a phenom-
enon of urban areas and not the rural 
ones where people speak their moth-
er language”.

Jamal Shah said that “indigenous 
cultures are the narrative of any na-
tion. “Indigenous cultures not only 
strenthen creative and critical rela-
tionship between individuals and 
environment, but also show the iden-
tity of individuals” he said. This iden-
tity makes individuals good decision 
makers and then they play a good role 
in becoming an agent of change, he 
added. n

(L-R)	Mian	Attique	Rahman,	Mr	Pervaish	Shaheen,	Dr	Tariq	Rahman,	Mr	Jamal	Shah,	Mr	Arshad	Farooq,	Dr	Humaira	Ishfaq	and	Mr	Ahmed	Salim	sit	
on the stage.
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Dr Peter Taylor, appreciating the 
SDPI’s endeavors in undertaking 

researches on multi-disciplinary top-
ics, introduced the IDRC fellowship 
initiative, and broadly discussed its 
objectives.

Briefing about the IDRC South 
Asian fellowship programme, Rita 
Bowry said that South Asian econo-
mies share common issues of gover-
nance, peace and justice. In order to 
find local solutions to these problems, 
students from every country in the re-
gion were chosen. These students are 
to conduct research on governance, 
peace and justice to better understand 
these issues and find solutions.

Dr VaqarAhmed highlighted the 
competitive process for the selection 
of IDRC fellows. He said that grant 
management is not the core interest 
of SDPI, however, it has taken up this 
project keeping in view the larger in-
terest of the region. Bilateral issues 
are halting regional cooperation and 
native students of these South Asian 
countries better understand their gov-
ernance aspects, he said, adding that 
it is because of this that students were 
selected from each of the South Asian 
country. Mentioning the lack of repre-
sentation from Maldives, he said this 
should be kept in view while induct-
ing the next badge of IDRC fellows.

SDPI has also worked extensively 
in cooperation with many regional in-
stitutes such as South Asia Watch on 
Trade, Economics and Environment 
(SAWTEE), Centre for Policy Dialogue 
(CPD), and Institute of Policy Studies 
(IPS) etc. These institutes have helped 
SDPI in making the IDRC initiative a 
success.  He, however, said that there 
is a low level of cooperation with the 
research institutes of Afghanistan, 
Bhutan and Maldives, which needs to 
be enhanced.

He also spoke about the innovative 
measures that SDPI has taken such as 

the initiative of development televi-
sion, which makes SDPI as the only 
social sector organization in South 
Asia having its web-based television. 
Another innovation that SDPI is com-
ing up with is the ‘datapedia’. This 
data repository will be maintained by 
SDPI having data on diverse topics. 
The data collected by the IDRC fel-
lows for their research would also be 
made a part of this repository.

Long-term engagement with IDRC 
has allowed SDPI to function with-
out any grants from the government. 
SDPI has also played its due role as 
a research-oriented policy forum and 
actively provides recommendations to 
various government departments. Dr 
Vaqar also encouraged the students 
to carry out research activities even 
after the completion of their studies.
Whether they work with the govern-
ment or civil society organizations, 
they should try addressing gover-
nance issues first on the country level 
and then should work to enhance re-

gional connectivity, he added.
Paul McCarthy briefing the Machi-

avelli’s theory of effective government 
said according to this theory, every so-
ciety comprises three sectors/groups, 
i.e. the Prince, Merchant and the Citi-
zens who always interact with each 
other (Figure 1). This theory views a 
balance of power between these three 

Session: B10

Governance, Peace and Justice in South Asia (IDRC fellows)

Chair	 Dr	Peter	Taylor,	Canada
Speakers	 Mr	Paul	McCarthy,	Indonesia	
	 Dr	Rita	Bowry,	Canada	
Moderators Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI, Islamabad
IDRC Fellows	 Fayyaz	Yasin,	Pakistan;	Malik	Faisal,	Afghanistan;	Arunima	

Chakraborty,		India;	Ranjini	Basu,	India;	Barkha	Sharda,	
India;	Kausila	Timsina,	Bhutan;	Bishal	Kumar,	Nepal;	Aneesa	
Rahman,	Bangladesh;	Amir	Mustafa,	Pakistan;	Saeeda	Khan,	
Pakistan;	GulalaiJogezai,	Pakistan;	Muhammad	Asif,	Pakistan;	
Muhammad	Usman,	Pakistan

Report by Samavia Batool

Figure 1: Components of Machiavelli’s 
theory of Effective Government

(L-R)	Dr	Rita	Bowry.	Dr	Vaqar	Ahmed,	Dr	Peter	Taylor	and	Mr	Paul	McCarthy	sit	on	the	stage.
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segments and each of these segments 
have an internal mechanism of checks 
and balances. Reality however dif-
fers from this and one group always 
dominates over the other.These over-
lapping conditions determine the ex-
tent of development in a particular 
country. Also, these groups need to 
collaborate with each other in order to 
avoid any conflict.

In case of Pakistan (Figure 2), 
Prince is the most powerful segment 
while citizens are marginalized. Not 
only Pakistan, but also this is true for 
whole of the South Asia. Prince hav-
ing the largest share of power tries to 
suppress the other two.

Following recommendations were 
presented for enhancing efficacy of 
the government:

1. State should provide security 
(Physical, food etc) and should 
ensure protection (rights of indi-
vidual and collective rights) and 
the rule of law. It should also 
provide key public services, in-
cluding safety nets etc.

2. Citizens should also be well 
aware of their responsibilities 
along with their rights. They 
have an obligation to civil par-
ticipation (providing feedback 

to government). Citizen needs 
to be a watch dog of the govern-
ment.

Governance issues in South Asia 
can be addressed by focusing on main-
taining a balance between these three 
segments of society. Paul advised the 
students to strive for achieving this 
balance in their respective countries 
regardless of whether they work with 
government or private sector.

IDRC fellows also gave a brief 
overview of their research projects:

Fayyaz Yasin introduced his study 
on ‘The prospects for promotion of 
social accountability in Pakistan’. He 
said that social accountability concept 
can be extended to the business class 
as well as civil society. He reiterated 
the concept of citizens being a watch-
dog of the government. Through his 
study, he aims to view the concept of 
social accountability from the civil so-
ciety perspective. A citizen report card 
has also been developed, which incor-
porates the perspectives of citizens on 
the social service delivery.

The concept of ‘privatization of ed-
ucation in Afghanistan’ was explored 
by Malik Faisal. He said that Afghani-
stan has experienced three episodes 
of war. There has been significant im-
provement in education since 2001. 
Eight million children currently in 
schools is a landmark achievement in 
the educational history of the country. 
There is a low research base in Afghan-
istan, which needs to be enhanced. He 
showed his interest in establishing 
a research institute in Afghanistan, 
which would conduct researches on 
various development themes as well 
as help train researchers.

The issue of ‘sex trafficking in 
India’ was examined by Arunima 
Chakraborty. She started by narrating 
various international definitions of sex 
trafficking and highlighted various 
laws related to it in India. Her study 
aims to identify problems in state 
management of trafficking and ana-
lyzing factors (social and economic) of 
sex trafficking. There was a great dif-

ficulty in conducting research on such 
a sensitive topic. Less information 
was available due to difficulty in ac-
cessing the victims of sex trafficking. 
Ethical dimensions were taken care of 
and only voluntary information was 
acquired. Interviews conducted till 
now show that economic factors are 
more responsible for the involvement 
of women in such acts.

Ranjini Basu discussed her study 
titled ‘Socio Economic Impact of Land 
Reforms & Local Body Governance: A 
Village level Study in West Bengal’. 
Land reform and decentralization go 
hand in hand, she said, addng that 
despite several attempts to transform 
rural power relations in West Bengal, 
villagers, farmers and laborers have 
no say in village hierarchy. “Land 
reforms have a positive impact on 
development and equality, improves 
service delivery and benefits the poor 
and the disadvantaged segments of 
the society. Interviews conducted in 
the villages identify political will as a 
major hindrance to improved service 
delivery. Females were also margin-
alized in the land reforms of West 
Bengal.” She, however, said that the 
recent land reforms would bring posi-
tive results and would benefit the poor 
population of the villages.

While discussing the policy rele-
vance of this subject to South Asia, she 
said that there is a skewed distribution 
of land within South Asia. Reforming 
the distribution of land would help re-
duce poverty.

Barkha Sharda shared her study 
on the‘experiences of sex workers in 
Goa’. Highlighting the HIV problems 
during the 1990s, she also pointed out 
various drawbacks in Indian laws of 
trafficking, which even fail to exactly 
define the term ‘trafficking’. Economic 
and social set-up of many places in In-
dia cause many women to adopt this 
as a profession, she added.

‘Political ecology of Punatshang-
chu hydropower project in Bhutan’ 
was explored by Kausila Timsina. 
Speaking about the economy of Bhu-

Figure 2: Pakistan’s composition of the 
Price, Merchant and the Citizens
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tan, she said that the economy of Bhu-
tan is least developed in the South 
Asian economies, and 80% of the 
population is engaged in agriculture. 
Pilot survey showed that political fac-
tors outweigh economic factors in Pu-
natshangchu hydropower project.

Bishal Kumar introduced his re-
search on ‘Contribution of media 
in post-conflict local governance in 
Nepal’. Corruption is one of the ma-
jor reasons of instability in Nepal, he 
said, adding that however, it has been 
reducing for the last few years. “Ne-
pal adopted the policy of zero toler-
ance to corruption as a result of which 
the level of corruption decreased.” 
He said his study aims to elaborate 
the role of media especially the com-
munity radios in eradicating corrup-
tion by creating awareness in public. 
Number of community radios has tre-
mendously increased in Nepal espe-
cially in post-conflict time. There are 
now 341 radios operating in different 
areas of the country. Radio as a tool 
of accountability and empowerment 
of citizens through the use of radio 
would be explored under this study.

Aneesa Rehman presented her 
study on ‘Knowledge level and ap-
plication of right to information act 
2009 of Bangladesh by the journalists’. 
She highlighted the ‘right to informa-
tion act’ passed in 2009 in Bangladesh. 
Through her research study, she anal-

ysed  that if the journalist community 
has any knowledge about this act and 
is fully aware of its use. This law has 
implications for journalist communi-
ty, as it helps them protect their iden-
tity. Through this study, perceptions 
and know-how of the journalists and 
the general community about this act 
would be explored.

Amir Mustafa presented her study 
titled: ‘Autocracy and Democracy for 
Transparency in Trade Policy: A Case 
Study of Pakistan’. He compared trade 
policies in autocratic and democratic 
regime in SAARC countries. Data was 
obtained from the World Bank for 
the period 1970 to 2011. Quotas and 
NTBs are the focus of this study. He 
observed that democracies were more 
liberal towards trade policies.

Saeeda Khan explored the ‘Im-
pacts of International Armed Conflict 
on Women Education: Case Study of 
Swat’. She said conflict has impacted 
education in Swat (particularly female 
education) and is a setback to devel-
opment as well where 190 govern-
ment schools and 368 private schools 
were destroyed. Primary education is 
the major focus of this study. She also 
stressed on investing in human devel-
opment rather than on military.

Gulalai Jogezai presented her re-
search study on ‘Transition from 
Karez to Tube-well technology: chal-
lenges for groundwater governance 

regimes in Balochistan’. Karez is the 
process in which underground tun-
nels are constructed to gather subsoil 
water. The water collected is then 
taken to fields. Her study focused on 
reviving Karez, which ensures the 
availability of water throughout the 
year. Although the adaptation of new 
technology has benefitted the people, 
it has environmental implications as 
well.

‘Vigilantism: The Manifestation of 
Eroding Trust in State Institution’ was 
presented by Muhammad Asif. He 
said that public has no more trust on 
state institutions, and Sialkot incident 
is a glaring example of it. People be-
lieve that the state institutions lag be-
hind their duties, and they should take 
actions on their own. This has resulted 
in a number of extra-judicial killings 
across Pakistan, he said, adding that 
this study deals with the psychologi-
cal assessment (perception study) of 
people’s behavior, which makes them 
do ‘self-justice’.

Muhammad Usman introduced his 
research study on ‘Poverty Reduction 
and Women Empowerment through 
Development of Livestock Sector in 
the Punjab’. While women contribute 
a significant amount to farm income 
in Pakistan, there has been no study 
on this topic. He recommended that 
the issues faced by women workers 
need to be addressed at the earliest. n

Participants	of	the	session
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Dr. Zarina Salamat briefed the par-
ticipants about the Alternate Dis-

pute Resolution (ADR) mechanisms 
and their provision in the Constitu-
tion. She also discussed stipulations in 
the formal justice system.

Dr Sultan-i-Rome said the col-
lateral damage incurred by Taliban 
in Malakand and Swat and the steps 
taken by the military to control it lead 
to a three-year war and displacement 
of thousands of people. He added that 
from 2007-2009 army remained en-
gaged in an operation against Taliban. 
“Between this period, dialogues were 
also made between Awami National 
Party and Taliban, but they were not 
successful because of the violations 
of terms of agreements, he said, add-
ing that the dispute brought a lot of 
sufferings for Swat communities, as 
their houses, schools, property and 
markets were badly damaged. “Thou-
sands of Taliban were arrested and 
a large number surrendered. By the 
end of June 2009, the security forces 
claimed success and in the second half 
of July, the Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) were allowed to return to 
their homes.” He said that ‘Actions 
(in Aid of Civil Power) Regulation, 
2011’  has not been followed in letter 
and spirit by the quarters concerned, 
which created misunderstanding, 
mistrust, abhorrence, and resentment 
in the society especially against armed 
forces. This, in turn, is likely to ignite 
and spark unrest once more, sooner 
or later, and there will be violent reac-
tion against armed forces as has been 
observed in respect of the police as 
a result of the police degrading and 
abusive behaviour and treatment with 
the activists of Tahrik Nifaz-e-Shariat-
e-Muhammadi’s (TNSM) after 1994. 
He recommended that the regulation 
may be followed in letter and spirit 

by the federal and provincial govern-
ments as well as armed forces.

Asif Memon presented his find-
ings of research carried out in the Pun-
jab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa under 
Aawaz project. According to his find-
ings, the preference is to resolve issues 
in-house. Most of the families are re-
served and they don’t let their issues 
to be discussed at other forums, he 
said, adding that if issues cannot be re-
solved at home, then they are brought 
into Jirga. “These are universal forums 
for dispute resolution in the Punjab 
and KP. The sole disadvantage is that 
women don’t get representation there. 
Some male relative is appointed on 
their behalf and decisions are made. 
If one party doesn’t agree to Jirga de-
cision then the strong party involves 
judiciary.” Asif Memon said that Jirga 

is the most preferred system in rural 
areas of KP and the Punjab because it is 
cost effective and saves time.

Barrister Dr. Ehtisham Anwar 
made a lot of recommendations for 
the improvement of ADR systems. He 
said that there are provisions of ADR 
in Pakistani law, but unfortunately 
none of the stakeholders is aware of 
this and public is worst-hit in this re-
gard. He strongly recommended that 
manuals of ADR should be developed 
and awareness should be created at 
grass roots level. He added that law-
yers are not in favour of ADR, but if 
they are made the legal part of ADR 
then they will be interested in it. He 
also recommended for making ADR 
as curriculum of judiciary so that judi-
cial officers have the knowledge of it. 
“Civil society can also be the part of it 

Session: B11
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Harris Khalique and Dr Zarina Salamat sit on stage.
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by developing ADR database. Media 
and civil society can also play a role 
to create awareness in this regard es-
pecially media can project ADR in a 
positive way.” There are many issues, 
which can be resolved at lower level 
to save the time of judiciary, he con-
cluded. 

Waqar Chohan focused his discus-
sion on the effectiveness of alternate 
dispute resolution mechanisms in the 
provision of compensation to the ag-
grieved party lacking access to the for-
mal dispute resolution system. Since 
people are ignorant of the formal 
dispute resolution system, the access 
to ADR, like Masalihati Committee, 
is quick and has lesser opportunity 
cost for masses, who cannot afford to 
forego their day wage in favour of for-
mal justice system. He said that ADR 
is the most preferred process by the 
people because it’s less formal, main-
tains respect and confidentiality, cost-
effective and produces better results. 
On the other hand, he also highlighted 
some drawbacks of ADR such as in-
fluence of existing power on decision-
making and increase in victim’s fear 
in some cases. He added that rights 
of victim and offender cannot be en-
sured in ADR process. The govern-
ment can create more space for ADR 

mechanisms in PPC and can facilitate 
its centers at lower courts and police 
station levels, he said, adding that the 
government can also impart trainings 
for the sensitization of judicial and po-
lice officers. Mr. Chohan further said 
that NGOs and civil society can do 
research in ADR mechanisms in the 
context of Pakistan’s legal, social and 
cultural background. 

“There is a dire need to identify 
the leader within the community to 
recognize and manage the conflict, 
said Mohammad Tehseen, Executive 
Director of South Asian Partnership 
Pakistan during the discussion. Har-
ris Khalique raised the question as to 
why the informal dispute resolution 
mechanisms are needed in the pres-
ence of formal justice system. He said 

the unregulated ADR further empow-
ers the powerful pushing the margin-
alized against the wall.

Findings from Aawaz project de-
picts that ADR is the secondary mode 
of dispute resolution as the first choice 
is family elders, he said, adding that 
although a separate mechanism exists 
for minorities to solve their disputes, 
but when the conflict is between mi-
nority and majority, the case is taken 
up to the majority’s ADR system 
,which fails to accommodate them.

Dr. Abid Suleri concluded that in 
order to have the right answers, we 
need to ask the right questions and it 
requires an in-depth analysis of ADR 
mechanisms to understand what works 
to restructure the system by bringing 
all the stakeholders on board.  n

Experts from India and Pakistan 
said that the governments and civ-

il society in both countries must work 
together to cope with the escalating 
pressures of climate change by turn-
ing the challenges into opportunities 
at policy level. They agreed that pro-
motion of low carbon energy sources 
should be done. They called for the 
conservation of biodiversity and in-
creased awareness about efficient 
water usage. The experts affirmed 
that such networks and communities 
should be developed that are able to 

cope with the threats posed by climate 
change.

Dr Abid Q. Suleri said that apart 
from local interests impact of climate 
change goes across the border. “Lack 

of energy can be overcome, and cor-
ruption can be controlled, but what 
will we do if there is no water avail-
able for drinking.” Elaborating the 
theme of India-Pakistan dialogue on 
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climate change and energy: Acting 
today is fruit for next generations, he 
said Track-II Dialogue is very much 
important regarding our glaciers, par-
ticularly Siachen to understand that 
how our glaciers are melting and how 
do they affect the climate and eco-
systems. He added that there is no use 
of attending multilateral meetings of 
WTO, if the outcome is zero. “Though 
natural event occurrence is obvious 
but climate change is mainly anthro-
pogenic act/response. We would 
have to protect our buffer zone.” Local 
interests are low but global interests 
are higher regarding climate change, 
he said, adding that parties should do 
work for reduction in carbon emission 
by making efficient use of energy and 
negotiation with neighboring coun-
tries. As a think tank, it is our duty to 
conduct and proceed such events and 
seminars at international levels, he 
said. He acknowledged the efforts of 
Pakistani High Commission in India, 
and HBS Pakistan for Track II India-
Pakistan dialogue.

Britta Petersen said that though 
past efforts are appreciating in India 
Pakistan Dialogues but we still need 
some more studies and attention. She 
urged the delegates to take advantage 
of this platform and come up with 
new practical ideas. “Gravity of situa-

tion needs efforts to carve out realistic 
roadmap for Indo-Pak collaboration 
on combating climate change, pro-
vide comprehensive, policy-relevant, 
science-based assessment of environ-
ment in South Asia for policy mak-
ers.” Therefore, outcome will obvi-
ously determine the future, she said. 
“The new government in Pakistan 
should take serious initiatives regard-
ing climate change and energy prob-
lem,” she suggested.

Dr Axel Harneit- Sievers said that 
dialogue on climate change and en-
ergy is very much important to know 
the loopholes in supporting areas 
where we need support and where we 
would have to support. He lauded the 
effort of both the countries for initiat-
ing talks about climate change issues. 
“Though these are long-term projects 
and demand high budget, attentions, 
expertise and government support, 
it’s the need of the hour to combat 
it.” In the end, he also appreciated the 
positive change in relations and atti-
tudes of people of India and Pakistan 
while crossing the Wahga Border La-
hore from India.

Kashif Majeed Salik said that 
Track-II Dialogue on climate change 
and energy is the best practice in or-
der to promote a healthy dialogue for 
climate-resilient South Asia because 

South Asia is the most vulnerable re-
gion regarding climate change. The 
governments and civil societies of 
both the countries must work towards 
turning these challenges into oppor-
tunities, sharing best practices and 
success stories for sustainable devel-
opment and the promotion of peace in 
the region.

Musaddik Malik said that dams 
can change the usability not availabil-
ity of water; flows produce energy, 
development and growth but carbon 
footprints should also be considered 
seriously in response. He said injus-
tice is the root cause of unsustainabili-
ty either its human injustice or climate 
injustice. All natural resources have 
their own particular ecological sys-
tems, which are inter-related, he said, 
adding that if any one of the ecology 
is disturbed at any place, it would be 
injustice to the climate and it would 
ultimately disturb the other related 
eco-systems. “Glaciers are the major 
source of our freshwater, so we would 
have to make a regional policy for in-
tegrated solutions and better future. 
He said that human being is the asset 
and liability itself; it is consumer and 
producer at the same time. When we 
talk about sustainability, it means we 
talk about challenges and difficulties, 
he added. n

(L-R)	Dr	Axel	Harneit-Sievers,	Mr	Musaddik	Malik,	Dr	Abid	Suleri,	Kashif	M.	Salik	and	Ms	Britta	Peterson	sit	on	the	stage.
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Ms Mariyam Aurangzeb said that 
Pakistan could not achieve targets 

of Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) due to lack of monitoring 
system. She told the participants that 
task group on post-MDGs agenda has 
been constituted in the National As-
sembly. Discussing the lack of aware-
ness of the issue, she said media can 
play a key role to inform people about 
MGDs. She suggested that peace and 
security should be a separate goal in 
Post-MDGs Agenda. Corporate sector 
has huge money and it has to perform 
corporate social responsibility, so it is 
important to first mobilize our nation-
al resources and then to seek money 
from international donors, she added. 
She said that 60 per cent of our popu-
lation consists of youth, which is an 
asset, but it will be a liability in next 15 
years. She also informed participants 
that the government has formulated 
Millennium Acceleration Framework 
to achieve MGDs. 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed said that civil 
service reforms are very crucial for the 
country. He said that average turn-
over of transferring a bureaucrat is 
seven months.  People should know 
about the system and mechanism of 

hiring these policy makers, he said. 
Marc-Andre pointed out that natu-

ral disasters, violence and terrorism 
are key hurdles in achieving MDG 
targets. He said that the world has 
witnessed a big reduction in poverty 
after China and India performed well 
on the front of economy.  He also wel-
comed the proposal that peace and 
security should be a separate issue in 
Post MDGs Agenda. He said that in-
equality will be the next global chal-
lenge in future instead of poverty. 
Pakistan is a rich country in terms 
of natural resources, leadership and 
capacities, but there is a need to use 
these resources appropriately and af-

fectively, he maintained
Shakeel Ahmed, presenting statis-

tics of MDGs in South Asia, said that it 
is a very robust model having numeri-
cal targets. Pakistan adopted 16 out of 
18 original targets, which was revised 
in 2008 to 21 targets. The time series 
data is available on 33 indicators out 
of 41 indicators and Pakistan is lag-
ging behind on 23 indicators, he said. 
He said that data on MDGs 8 target 
“global partnership for development” 
and for urban slums is not available. 
He said that Pakistan is unable to 
achieve MDG targets by 2015. Present-
ing cross country analysis of South 
Asia, he  said under MDG 1, Paki-
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stan’s progress on indicator “Preva-
lence of underweight children” has 
been lowest compared to other four 
South Asian countries, including Ban-
gladesh, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.  
Bangladesh showed great progress on 
Net Enrollment ratio, and for Pakistan 
this figure was 46 % in 1990 and 57 % 
in 2011 under MDG 2 “Achieve Uni-
versal Primary Education”. He said 
that Pakistan has the lowest gender 
parity index for primary education 
among these countries under MDG 3. 
Since 1990, Pakistan has been able to 
reduce the under five mortality to 89 
deaths per 1000. Under MDG 5, Paki-
stan has the Highest Maternal Mortal-
ity ratio among these countries. Under 
MDG 6, Pakistan is the only country 
where prevalence of TB has increased 
from 170 to 230 per 100,000 people in 
2010. According to him, “In 1990, 30 
% population of Pakistan had access 
to sanitation facilities, which has now 
increased to 72 % to ensure environ-

mental sustainability. Pakistan has 
aggregate average rate of change of 
1.16 against the baseline of 1990. India 
has shown remarkable performance 
of economic growth with average 
rate of 5.2 % since 1990. Pakistan has 
not performed well comparatively on 
economic growth, education spend-
ing, infrastructure quality, population 
growth and political instability.” He 
said that Pakistan ranked 2nd on the 
Terrorism Index. 

Dr. Avinash Kumar said that MDG 
targets are the global phenomenon 
and every country has to make their 
own policies according to its demog-
raphy and resources. He pointed out 
that increasing population of the poor 
is the major issue in developing coun-
tries who are also poor in skills. He 
suggested that there is a need to re-
define the poverty. MDGs have failed 
because of the eighth goal, he said, 
arguing that violence is due to lack of 
state actions. He said South Asia has 

tremendous social capital and because 
of better social capital, we can tackle 
health issues, eliminate violence and 
can be resilient to disasters, but social 
capital is not on priority agenda of  
South Asia. 

Nohman Ishtiaq said that the fed-
eral government has agreed on IMF 
condition to cut down the budgets in 
public investments and current ex-
penditure, which will reduce service 
delivery. He pointed out that the gov-
ernment is focusing on infrastructure 
and energy generation projects and 
not on human development. The ca-
pacity of state to deliver services has 
reduced during the last two decades, 
he said, suggesting that now we have 
to think on few specific MDG targets. 

Shahid Naeem said that poverty 
reduction center was created in Plan-
ning Commission, which produced 
4-5 national MDG reports, but it could 
not play active role of coordinating 
the stakeholders. n

The session mainly comprised pre-
sentations on the proceedings of a 

South Asian study commissioned by 
International Development Research 
Centre, Canada. Dr Geoff Wood, as the 
Lead Consultant, provided the theo-
retical rationale of the study whereas 
Arif Naveed and Dr Mathilde Maitrot 
presented the cases of Pakistan and 
Bangladesh respectively.

Dr Mukhtar Ahmed introduced 
the panel by acknowledging the im-
portance of the area of study. He also 
registered his professional interest in 
the project.

Dr Wood analyzed the theoretical 
conceptualization of the think tanks 
as well as universities in the context of 
organizational autonomy and politi-
cal inclinations in the institutional ori-
entation of the two. About the South 
Asian landscape, he said that the uni-
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versities are increasingly sharing the 
attributes of think tanks, and on the 
other hand, think tanks are continu-
ously working on the research auton-
omy.

He further presented the proposed 
conceptual framework of the study 
where universities are the engine for 
the production of theoretical knowl-
edge, and think tanks serve as the 
provider of applied knowledge both 
contributing to the policy making. 
Between these institutions, there are 
patterns of relationship identified as 
collaboration, competition and con-
vergence directly influenced by the 
donors’ aid.

He also proposed the metaphor of 
Architects and Contractors to theorize 
the research autonomy of the research 
institutions where Architects are sup-
posed to be conducting autonomous 
and supplier driven research and 
contractors are demand-driven and 
conducting commissioned research 
that  are prone to interference in their 
research outputs. He further said that 
it should be considered a continuum 
rather than definite and exclusive cat-
egories when operationally incorpo-
rating the institutions within.

Dr Maitrot presented the case of 
Bangladesh as one of the two empiri-
cal evidences evaluating the frame-
work outlined by Dr Wood. Explain-
ing the qualitative methodology 
employed in the study, she identified 
the potential geographic bias by re-
straining the sample to Dhaka based 
institutions only. Among the univer-
sities, she found that despite having 
research capacity, the academics’ 
pursuit towards credible research is 
hampered by the lack of funding in 
the public sector. Academics usually 
end up utilizing their time by taking 
teaching jobs at private universities 
to supplement their income instead 
of focusing on research, she main-
tained.

However, she said, the Bangladeshi 
think tanks that are geographically 
concentrated in Dhaka are heavily in-

fluenced by the demand forces. This 
high dependency on donor funding 
jeopardizes their autonomy over the re-
search agenda and they tend to merely 
follow the donor-given research plan, 
she observed. This has placed them on 
the ‘Contractor’ side of the Architect-
Contractor continuum proposed ear-
lier by Dr. Wood, she said. 

Outlining the major characteristics 
of the relationship of Bangladeshi uni-
versities and think tanks, Dr Maitrot 
claimed that they are based on the in-
dividual’s personal connections work-
ing on mutual benefit terms rather 
than on institutional basis. She further 
said that majority of the collaborations 
include academics as contributors to 
the methodological and analysis part 
of the research and as guest speak-
ers to the policy advocacy events. She 
suggested that lack of funding and 
institutional barriers at the university 
levels are the dominant barriers to the 
increased collaboration among both 
sets of institutions. She stressed the 
need for a clearer vision and proactive 
leadership in addition to autonomy 
and coherent investments in the re-
search capacities.

Arif Naveed while referring to a re-
cent study on ‘Landscaping Policy Re-
search in Pakistan’ said the geograph-
ic concentration of policy institutes to 
Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi iden-
tifies a neglect towards Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Balochistan. He recalled 
the invisibility of public sector in the 
landscape of policy research and high-
er contribution of international donors 
in the funding.

On the university and think tank 
collaborations, he found that there 
are very rare instances of institutional 
collaborations on policy research in 
Pakistan; evidence also shared in Ban-
gladesh. Collaborations are mainly 
informal, individualised and person-
alised – consulting and largely con-
fined to guest lectures and policy ad-
vocacy events (conferences, seminars, 
launches, and consultations).

Discussing the drivers of collabo-

ration in Pakistan, Mr Naveed said 
that university academics are usu-
ally consulted in order to incorporate 
methodological and theoretical rigor 
in think tank’s research to attain the 
legitimacy and credibility. On the oth-
er hand, university academics are in-
terested in collaborations where there 
is an opportunity for getting their 
work published. He also pointed out 
the distinction where universities are 
predominantly seen as the provider 
of theoretical and academic research 
whereas think tanks are more exposed 
to policy-related circles.

Hence, the distinct mandates, vi-
sions, different organizational struc-
tures, poor research traditions in 
public sector and different modes of 
funding are found to be the key bar-
riers towards an enhanced collabora-
tion between the institutions. 

Explaining the influence of exter-
nal funding on these collaborations, he 
further said the international organ-
isations as the major source of funding 
for the policy-oriented research usu-
ally commission short-term projects. 
“Since the academic institutes prefer 
long-term projects, as the research 
suggests, there is a little room for insti-
tutional collaborations.” Moreover, he 
suggested that the research agenda of 
policy research in Pakistan is followed 
by the changing priorities of the inter-
national development agenda rather 
than the national policy needs. 

A convergence trend has also been 
identified where a few universities 
are establishing their own think tanks 
(DPRC-LUMS, CREB-LSE, IPP-BNU 
etc) and, similarly well-established 
think tanks are initiating degree pro-
grammes and being chartered as uni-
versities, e.g. PIDE. 

Dr Wood concluded the presenta-
tions with a mapping of universities 
and think tanks of India, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh on the axis of au-
tonomy and academic-policy pur-
pose. He placed Pakistani and Ban-
gladeshi think tanks in the middle 
moving towards knowledge deploy-
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ment and less autonomy with their 
displaced objectives and dependency 
on commissioned work whereas TTs 
in India appear to be less exposed to 
such threats, and are able to maintain 
more autonomy, building indepen-
dent knowledge for public policy. On 
the other hand, he said, the public 

universities are placed under knowl-
edge building with their focus on 
critical thinking and discipline-wise 
academic research output. Private 
universities are too recent to enter 
this arena, as they remain preoccu-
pied with teaching, but individuals 
are increasingly moving into other 

roles, he added.
The panel ended with a short com-

mentary by the chair identifying pub-
lic universities’ research capacity and 
Higher Education Commission’s poli-
cies and focus on research followed 
by a large number of comments and 
questions from the audience. n

Dr Nagesh Kumar, discussing the 
upward trends in South Asian ex-

ports, said the increasing challenge of 
malnutrition, hunger and food insecu-
rity are the persistent factors as a big 
hurdle in its economic growth. 

Towfiqul Islam Khan talked about 
the “Regional Co-operation for Food 
Security in South Asia.” Referring to 
the Global Hunger Index (GHI), he 
made a comparative analysis of food 
availability in the SAARC countries 
in which Sri Lanka (43) is at the top 
whereas the rest are as follows: Nepal 
(49), Pakistan (57), Bangladesh (58), 
and India (63). He called for increased 
food availability and purchasing ca-
pacity, faster agricultural growth, effi-
cient market, and enhanced consumer 
capacity. He further necessitated the 
efficient and well-targeted safety net-
work programmes for the poor com-
bating social and gender exclusion.

Talking about the SAARC Food 
Bank (SFB), he said that SBC acts more 
like an ‘emergency relief bank’ rather 
than a ‘food bank’. The amount of 
food available with food bank is inad-
equate to tackle any food disaster. The 
database and access to food informa-
tion is essential to deal with the food-
related challenges in South Asia. The 
reserves with SFB can be used as loan 
during lean period and repayment 
during harvest season in the form of 
“receive now & return after”; or “re-
ceive here & return there”, he said. 

Discussing challenges faced by 
South Asia, Mr Khan stressed the 

need for upward trends in regional 
food supply to meet the increasing 
demand of growing population, ris-
ing prices and instability of the do-
mestic market, which are creating 
adverse impact on the social and po-
litical stability. Whereas, he said, the 
technological advancement for the ir-
rigated ecosystem has slowed down 
the production process of food. The 
biggest challenge is to get access to the 
international food market, which are 

under the monopoly of food exporting 
countries, and diversion of agricultur-
al products to feed the expanding bio-
fuel industry, he claimed. Mr Khan 
suggested that intra-regional coopera-
tion and best practices for public food 
procurement and distribution systems 
may ensure the sustainability of food 
availability.

Qasim Ali Shah shared with the 
participants his research findings on 
food security and nutrition in Paki-
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Dr Shaukat Hameed Khan said both 
Pakistan and India need to work 

together to ensure universal access to 
sustainable and affordable energy. The 
energy demand of Pakistan is expect-
ed to increase 8 times by 2030, he told 
the participants, and said to fulfil the 
emerging economic demand, which is 
90%, energy from renewable sources is 
currently expensive and low efficient. 
But renewable energy resources must 
be focused. We need to enhance the ex-
ploration activity in Pakistan.

Dr Muhammad Bilal said that 
Pakistan has the potential to produce 
45,000MW of energy and renewables 
are good add-ons in it. Captive power 
is very lucrative for investment and 
development like the wind corridor 
from Arabian Sea to India via Paki-
stan.

Khalid Mohtadulla emphasized 
that apart from negotiation, our gov-

ernments should implement a col-
laborative mode on the Indus Basin 
treaty such as combined projects and 
joint monitoring.

Ram Kishan stressed that India 
has a huge power deficit and a gap 
between urban and rural energy; al-
most 45% Indians (600 million people) 
do not have access to energy. He pre-
sented a framework on achieving sus-

tainability, which comprised equality, 
social, economic, environment and 
policy.

While speaking on water, Adil Mur-
taza said that the water scarcity, which 
both the countries face today, was due 
to climate change and natural disas-
ters. “Pakistan and India both suffer 
from the lack of inter-seasonal storage 
of water. We cannot have sustainable, 

stan. He claimed that food availabili-
ty is not a problem; we need to tackle 
the geographical disparities to ensure 
food availability. He also quoted the 
data of those districts producing suf-
ficient food in Pakistan. In the Punjab 
(27 out of 36 districts), Sindh (9 out 
of 23 districts), Baluchistan (5 out of 
30 districts) and KP (24 out of 25 dis-
tricts) are producing sufficient food, 
which is more than the actual need in 
Pakistan. However, the AJK districts, 
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), and FATA do 
not lag behind the food production 
as per their requirements. 

He further said that food access 
has been found a major factor for all 
provinces to accomplish the needs of 
the people. Food utilization is also as 
problematic as access, he added. Mr 
Qasim said that “an estimated 58% 
population is food insecure whereas 
Sindh has the highest proportion of 
food insecure followed by Baluch-

istan”. In terms of protein deficiency, 
57% of the population is estimated to 
be food insecure, he supplemented. 

Mr Shah concluded that though 
Pakistan is in a fairly good situation in 
terms of national production of cere-
als, there are many food deficit areas 
due to large geographic differences. 
Overall food security situation com-
pared to 2009 has deteriorated; con-
tributing factors being shocks from 
disasters, rising prices, energy crisis 
and insecurity. 

Mr Matthew Hammill spoke on 
“Regional Cooperation for Food Se-
curity” and presented the four dimen-
sions of the food security, i.e.

• Sufficient food availability with 
appropriate access to quality, 

• Legal, political, economic and 
social rights

• Utilization of adequate diet, 
clean water, sanitation and 
health care; and 

• Stability/vulnerability and cli-
matic crises

Mr Hammil said that increased 
prices of food are having direct effects 
on poverty. He said that the agricul-
ture tariffs are much higher in South 
Asian countries (29%) as compared to 
ASEAN (10%), which may be a major 
reason for food trade amongst South 
Asian countries. The removal of agri-
cultural subsidies might have a short-
term adverse effect on terms of trade, 
he doubted. 

Mr Hammil said that acute under-
nourishment, low rank in GHI, small 
agriculture land holders, weak insti-
tutions and policies are the real chal-
lenges to food security in South Asia. 
Concluding his presentations, he 
shared further reasons, including high 
population density, rural concentra-
tion and agriculture dependence and 
agriculture ratio of 2/3 Employment 
with 1/3 of GDP as major issues. n
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long-term delivery of water without 
storage,” he said. Talking about the In-
dus Water Treaty, Murtaza said both 
the countries do not share data with 
each other, which was essential for co-
operation on water issues.

Dr Tariq Banuri said that climate 
change was much more certain now 
than ever. He said that the leader-
ship vacuum at the global level was 
causing weak outputs to meet climate 
threats. “The costs are huge and we 
need to work together to tackle the is-
sue now,” he said. The massive floods 
of 2010 were not part of our history; 
there are changes in weather patterns. 
Yet, climate policy is paralyzed; peo-
ple just don’t want to act. Rich coun-
tries don’t want to take responsibility 
for their historical carbon emissions 
and want to shift the burden to emerg-
ing economies like China and India, 
who are resisting this. “The future 
outlook is bleak … , but we as a region 
need to come together and advance is-
sues at the global level,” pointed out 
Dr Banuri. “We need to protect our 
people against loss and damage and 
we also need to share information, 
undertake joint research and establish 
joint programmes at national level; we 
need to build capacity and come up 
with renewable energy options for the 
world of future.” Loss and damage has 
been pushed forward in international 
negotiations by developing countries 
reeling from climate-related disasters, 
like hurricanes, floods and droughts. 

They are telling rich countries: we 
just cannot cope with climate-related 
disasters anymore and you will have 
to help us deal with extreme weather 
events and sea level rise. According to 
the IPCC, extreme weather events are 
to become the “new normal”.

Chandrashekar Dasgupta pointed 
out that developed countries want 
new agreements in which responsi-
bility will not figure. “Polluter pays”. 
Global warming is a response of an-
thropogenic activities, he said. To deal 
with this, we need an international 
cooperation where a party responsible 
for polluting should be responsible 
to clean up. Pakistan and India share 
common interests when it comes to 
climate change because they both rec-
ognize the principle of ‘common but 
differentiated responsibility’, which 
is at the heart of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. The 
developed world is now trying to 
abandon this principle. “Shifting the 
burden onto our shoulders will affect 
poverty alleviation, which will be a 
major setback for us,” said Mr Das-
gupta. “Let us continue to cooperate 
closely in international negotiations.”

Harjeet Singh said that as a civil 
society we should not fully depend on 
the government but look into areas of 
cooperation. Interaction among coun-
tries to come on common grounds for 
negotiation and conclusion is very im-
portant. He further added that most 
countries were now in a position to 

backtrack and plan. Pakistan and In-
dia do not need to compete with one 
another, he said, adding that they 
need to work together.

Shafqat Kakakhel said that India 
and Pakistan have been and will be 
the major victims of climate change. 
"Water is severely affected by climate 
change, which will ultimately lead to 
floods or droughts, water and food 
scarcity and other negative ecologi-
cal impacts. Gains made twenty years 
ago are being lost now. We are going 
back to the drawing board,” said Mr 
Kakakhel. He said that Pakistan and 
India both must utilize the best avail-
able scientific and local knowledge to 
prepare the best policy frameworks. 
“Cooperation is not a luxury. It has 
become a necessity,” he added.

Ali Tauqeer Sher said that though 
climate change is a global issue, poli-
cymakers eschew making it a priority 
on their domestic agendas. There is a 
need to establish a climate change pol-
icy group between decision makers in 
the two countries to further the issue 
at international forums, he said, add-
ing that "We, in the Indo-Pak region, 
deal with climate change at global lev-
el whereas we should incorporate it in 
our local agenda."

The SAARC countries should carry 
out a feasibility study on the estab-
lishment of a green climate fund for 
South Asia. Arif Allaudin said, “We 
cannot stick to the business-as-usual 
approach.” n
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Dr Shaokat Hameed Khan sits on the stage.
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Nagesh Kumar discussed the po-
tential and prospects of strength-

ening transport connectivity in South 
and South-West Asia. He said that 
South Asian region is least integrated 
in the world. “In a changed interna-
tional context where the developed 
world will be unable to drive the re-
gion’s growth, it will be critical to 
exploit the potential of regional eco-
nomic integration. In line with this 
regional economic integration as-
sumes a new criticality in a changed 
international context.” While talking 
about the potential intraregional trade 
in South Asia, he ranked South and 
South West Asia as the least integrated 
region in the world. He claimed that 
an additional $52 billion of exports 
can be generated through the interna-
tional trade. High cost of trade, poor 
land routes/ transport facilitation, 
unexploited benefits of geographical 
proximity and contiguity for trade 
along with the failed development of 
regional production are some of the 
barriers of intraregional trade poten-
tial, he added. 

While talking about the way for-
ward, Mr Nagesh accentuated that 
there is a dire need to recognize the 
criticality of regional transport con-
nectivity. He further said that adop-
tion of master plan approach to be 
developed in phases among which 
prioritization of physical infrastructure 
development, closing the infrastruc-
ture gaps and upgradation of others, 
regional transit agreements to enable 
cross border movements, exploitation 
of the strategic location of South and 
South West Asia (SSWA) to emerge as 
a hub of the East-West trade, mobiliz-
ing resources for infrastructure devel-
opment, and multilateral development 
banks could be the stepping stone in 
this regard. Lagging regions and land-

locked countries can get a boost from 
improved connectivity with regional 
and global markets, he said. 

Haroon Sharif presented 
his study on South and South 
West Asia Economic Integration 
Challenges & Emerging Trends. Ac-
cording to him capacity of govern-
ments to implement regional commit-
ments is the biggest political hurdle. 
He said that South Asia has one of the 
highest incidences of internal armed 
conflict in the world, which is the big-
gest hurdle of economic integration 
that must be tackled. He suggested 
that reduction in internal conflicts can 
be achieved through economic inte-
gration. Mr Sharif pointed out some 
of the reasons of South Asia and Paki-
stan’s failure for leverage and strate-

gic advantages. Among the reasons 
he mentioned inconsistent vision for 
the future economic model along with 
the history of unresolved disputes/
conflicts, lack of balanced diversity, 
under-developed human and social 
capital, internal political instability 
and security, weak state and market 
institutional framework and lack of 
political will to deal with the cost of 
transition. He showed his concern 
over decline in Pakistan’s internation-
al competitiveness. He emphasized 
that in 2013, lack of regional transit 
agreement leads to significant ineffi-
ciencies in transport routes used for 
trade. He highlighted some of the un-
der-utilization of regional resources 
such as massive hydropower resource 
in India, Pakistan, Nepal, and Bhu-
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tan. Similarly, significant gas reserves 
in Pakistan and India, but depleting 
rapidly likewise, Pakistan and India 
have very substantial coal reserves, he 
added.

He accentuated that integration of 
regional trade in national energy poli-
cies needs to be done through invest-
ment planning, subsidy levels/trans-
parency to clarify the price signals and 
regional differences need to be taken 
into account. He said that despite the 
unequal pace of sector reforms the 
form of understanding on sector pol-
icy should be promoted. Poor opera-
tional and financial performance that 
affects the viability of regional proj-
ect should be reconfigured, he said, 
adding that limited and inadequate 
national infrastructure such as trans-
mission lines, ports, and fragmented 
grids should be improved for better 
connectivity. Building trust and dem-
onstrating the benefits is a key step in 
building and strengthening the con-
nectivity, he maintained.

Dr Dinesh Mohan discussed his 

study on “Climate Change, Transport 
and Negative Feedback”. Dr Dinesh 
highlighted the negative impact and 
contribution of transport on climate 
change. He started off by elaborating 
the current politics of CO2 around the 
global. He highlighted that rich coun-
tries are the biggest while poor coun-
tries are the least emitters of CO2 re-
spectively. He suggested that in order 
to curb the issue of climate change a 
time has come when developed coun-
tries have to reduce their energy con-
sumption.

According to him, urban safety is a 
necessary condition for the control of 
global warming. Cities with a higher 
proportion of wide streets and low 
density road networks appear to have 
a much higher fatality rate,  he said, 
adding that safe roads are a precondi-
tion for the future low CO2 city, which 
needs to be enforced and implemented 
during designing and planning of the 
cities. High speed systems encourage 
sprawl and greater energy consump-
tion, and hence, Public Transit (PT), 

even if the commercial speed is rather 
low, it is probably the only way to im-
prove urban accessibility and urban 
attractiveness in a sustainable way, he 
maintained.

Engineer M.A Jabbar said that pre-
requisite of connectivity lies in the in-
teraction among the common people, 
which needs special attention. He 
stressed the need for giving special 
focus on the liberalization of business 
groups of Pakistan, which needs com-
pensation missing at the moment. The 
structural lapses, which vary with the 
changing government, need stagnant 
and effective monitoring to avoid 
such issues in future, he said, adding 
that institutions can be strengthened 
through the application of stagnant 
SOPs. In order to build regional con-
nectivity, South Asia needs to adopt 
the western approach through which 
they are successful. There is a need 
to analyze and its accentuation at re-
gional level to encourage South Asian 
countries for building economic mar-
ket in South Asia, he maintained. n

Ejaz Haider said the conflict in Af-
ghanistan is not, as many imagine, 

a far away conflict with little at stake 
whereras it is a struggle that could re-
lease destructive forces deep into the 
South Asian region. Against this back-
drop, multiple questions arise such as: 
What are the ways in which we can en-
hance existing mechanisms and assist 
Afghanistan? Are new frameworks 
and policy options needed? What roles 
do various international, regional, na-
tional and local actors play, and how 
could their differing aims be recon-
ciled? How can mediation efforts be 
better supported? What is the role of 
the South Asian countries in Afghani-
stan and what can be their contribution 
for a peaceful development post 2014? 
All these are not only critical questions 

for Afghans but also for the rest of us 
in South Asia, he concluded.

Athar Abbas said without achiev-
ing the policy objectives, success in 
the military war is the major failure 
of state. Talking of peace process in 
South Asia after the withdrawal of 
NATO forces in 2014, he said the 

only way forward towards peace is 
to engage non state actors onboard a 
dialogue process. Today, Pakistan is 
confronted with its own deep-rooted 
violence and terrorist groups, and in 
this situation withdrawal of US from 
Afghanistan will open up new front 
for Pakistan, he said, adding that 
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Pakistan has made serious efforts to 
resolve the problem of internal secu-
rity but despite these efforts people 
of Pakistan blame the Pakistan Army. 
He further said that everyone should 
be loyal to the society. He stressed 
that no one can challenge the writ of 
state and create a state within a state 
by violating the Constitution; for the 
rule of law, people should support 
state agencies.

Emphasizing the capacity of Af-
ghanistan after the withdrawal of 
NATO forces, Talat Masood said nei-
ther Afghan military nor Afghanistan’s 
economy can better perform their role 
without the backing of US and other 
South Asian states. He added that af-
ter the  withdrawal of NATO forces, if 
Taliban get a ground either in Afghani-
stan or Pakistan, it will be disaster for 
the security of whole South Asia.

Afrasiab Khattak said that Paki-
stan needs to revisit its foreign policy 
towards Afghanistan. He empha-
sized that Pakistan and Afghanistan 
have a great potential to become close 
friends, if Afghan government change 
its exploitative policy towards Paki-
stan’s internal security.

Talking on the role of Afghanistan 
to maintain peace in South Asia, Ayaz 
Wazir said Afghanistan is the heart 
of South Asia, therefore, in order to 
maintain peace, it is the responsibil-
ity of all South Asian countries to help 
them out after the withdrawal of US 
in 2014.

Presenting her views on the impor-
tance of peaceful Afghanistan, Veena 
Sikri said peaceful Afghanistan can 
play an important role in enhancing 
peace process between India and Pak-
istan. Therefore, both India and Paki-
stan should play their role in stabiliz-
ing Afghanistan after the withdrawal 
of NATO forces, she added.

Ilhan Niaz said instead of talking 
about terrorism and extremism, all the 
countries in South Asia are required to 
focus on the mechanism of their state 
institutions. Unless we do not build 
the capacity of police and other state 

agencies, we will not be able to get 
fruitful results to bring peace in the 
region, he said.

Shoaib Saddle lamented that Paki-
stan police and other security agen-
cies have failed to maintain peace and 
security in the country. He stressed 
the need to build the capacity of state 
agencies.

Faisal Kumar said conflict is an in-
dustry, which gives benefits to those, 
who don’t want survival of the oth-
ers. He said poverty and other social 
issues are the main causes of conflict.

Farah Milhar said Pakistan is 
climbing in the index of genocide and 
mass killings. She said without creat-
ing harmony and human rights ap-

proach, we cannot create peace in the 
region.

Ahmer Bilal Soofi said: "Whenev-
er we talk about the rule of law in the 
country, it means the responsibility of 
each individual to respect the rule of 
law, which applies on an internation-
al community. On regional security, 
he said Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India, 
and Afghanistan are facing a problem 
of internal conflict, but till today we 
have not any cooperative model to 
eliminate this menace. Therefore, he 
said, there should be a common co-
operative model to enhance capacity 
of countries within South Asia to re-
solve the issue of conflict and internal 
security. n
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Peter Taylor said that TTI pro-
gramme, which has been carried 

out with 48 think tanks from east 
and West Africa, Latin America, and 
South Asia since 2009 with its two 
phases (2009 to 2014, 2014 to 2019), is 
a 10- year programme. He said TTI is 
a unique and flexible way of funding 
think tanks, which are policy-making, 
independent, and transparent institu-
tions.  In South Asia, IDRC has16 part-
ner institutions.

TTI is strengthening and helping 
institutions to achieve their organi-
zational goals, he said, adding that it 
has three main objectives, i.e. funding, 
supporting and learning. The fund-
ing for the TTI is done by the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation, and 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation from 
United States, UK Department for In-
ternational Development from United 
Kingdom, and Netherlands Director-
ate-General for International Coop-
eration from the Dutch government. 
In order to enhance learning, TTI 
programme introduced an action-ori-
ented research called Organizational 
Capacity Building (OCB) among five 
TTI partner organizations from South 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

Mome Saleem presented the case 
of SDPI with regard to OCB and ac-
tion research. She said SDPI is current-
ly working on various sub themes, 
including economic growth, trade, 
transparency, climate change, wa-
ter, forestry, human rights, gender, 
education, migration, etc under the 
three pillars of sustainable develop-
ment. The institute maintains a flat 
organizational structure. The major 
decisions are made by the Executive 
Director with the approval of Council 
of Fellows and Advisors (CFA), which 
meets monthly to ensure transparency 
in the organization, she said, adding 

that moreover, the Board of Gover-
nors (BoG) acts as an over-arching ad-
visory body.

Ms Mome said SDPI faced a lot of 
internal challenges from 2005 to 2007 
owing primarily to the financial con-
straints, and the institutional crisis 
reached its apex in 2009. "There was 
a considerable turnover in staff as the 
institute could not afford them more." 
Moreover, she continued, many pro-
cesses and units were closed to sus-
tain the institution, and research work 
was limited to small-scale studies. In 
2010, IDRC supported SDPI with a 
core funding under the former’s TTI 
programme that allowed the SDPI 
leadership and management to focus 
on long-term goals and growth rather 
than day-to-day crisis management. 

Asif Memon, while discussing the 
revival process after the IDRC fund-

ing, said that a retreat was held in 
2011 to analyze the past and strategize 
the future of the organization thus 
translating them into unit wise goals 
to be achieved within the following 
four years. He said research quality, 
organizational performance and en-
hancing policy linkages were three 
main areas, which were focused upon.

“The Centre for Capacity Building 
(CCB) played a leading role in imple-
menting the OCB. After the retreat, 
Retreat Follow up Coalition was made 
to monitor the progress of each unit 
towards the set goals. It is attended by 
the unit heads, who meet monthly to 
report the progress. As per the plan, 
SDPI allocated annual budget for in-
house researchers’ capacity building. 
Financial incentives were given for the 
publications produced by the junior 
researchers. Performance goals were 
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set for each researcher to bind them 
to produce a certain number of re-
search publications and hold research 
seminars. As a result, the number of 
research publications has increased 
manifold as compared to 2009. The 
senior researchers at SDPI were en-
couraged to hold training workshops 
in order to mentor junior research-
ers. The HR processes are reviewed 
to make recruitments transparent and 
up to the mark. Moreover, in order to 
enhance the analytical capacities of re-
searchers, Brown Bag Research Meet-
ing (BBRM) was introduced, which 
helped the researchers give feedback 
on research ideas, share their research 
and critically discuss research work 
on various themes.”

Besides, he said, the organizational 
performance was also enhanced by al-
locating a budget for the support staff 
training and improving their technical 
assistance. 

Roshni Alles said that Centre for Pov-
erty Analysis (CEPA) is an independent 
Sri Lankan think tank, which promotes 
better understanding of development 
issues related to poverty. The organi-
zational structure of CEPA is very flat; 
it has an executive director, a manage-
ment team, comprising Poverty Assess-
ment and Management (PAM), Poverty 
Impact Monitoring (PIM) & Communi-
cation and Policy Influence (CAP).

CEPA conducts researches on five 
thematic areas, i.e. migration, vulner-
ability, post-conflict development, 
environment and infrastructure. For 
ensuring research quality, CEPA has 
a research cycle plan. Research cycle 
plan focuses on five things, i.e. re-
search design, data collection, report-
ing and disseminations. Reporting at 
CEPA is done through audio-visual 
outputs and publications. There are 
three languages used for publications, 
i.e. two native languages, Sinhala 
and Tamil, and one international lan-
guage, English. In 2013, CEPA had 12 
research publications as opposed to 
five in 2012. The number of newspa-
per and magazine articles published 

has also doubled. In 2012, CEPA had 
only 20 articles published as com-
pared to 50 during the following year.

Andrea Ordonez said Foundation 
for the Reform Progress and Oppor-
tunities (Grupo FARO), a think tank 
in Ecuador, has been working for the 
past seven years. Its research work 
primarily focuses on influencing poli-
cy regarding environment, health and 
education.

She said the Organizational Ca-
pacity Development (OCD) in Grupo 
FARO was done by changing the 
structure of the organization and by 
creating a separate unit for research 
and coordination. She added that the 
staff was given training on writing 
and communication skills. “More-
over, peer review of a paper was also 
introduced, which helped enhance the 
quality of research.” Researchers were 
given international exposure by par-
tially funding their attendance at some 
conference. The researchers were giv-
en an overview of the research process 
as well, she maintained

Mohammed Yasin congratulated 
the think tanks on achieving their 
goals regarding the Organizational 
Capacity Building (OCB) programme. 
He further elaborated the benefits of 
the OCB programme. He said that the 
quality of research has improved and 
there is a greater awareness of OCB. 
While talking about the common 
challenges faced by the partner orga-
nizations, he said that the OCB pro-
gramme should be sustainable. OCB 
is a continuous process so retaining of 

the trained staff and continuity of the 
inspiring and visionary leadership is 
crucial. He further said that OCB is an 
action research programme; effective 
follow up, monitoring and evaluation 
is very important for it to progress.

He praised CEPA for experiment-
ing OCB on one of its groups. CEPA 
adopted a methodological approach 
by having annual retreats, identifying 
capacity gaps and incentivizing the 
whole programme. Enforcing guide-
lines and standardization is one of the 
challenges faced by CEPA.

Talking about Grupo FARO, he said 
that it is in a consolidative phase and 
it is transforming itself into a policy-
making organization. He encouraged 
Grupo FARO for sending its research-
ers for national and international con-
ferences instead of giving them finan-
cial incentives. He further added that 
evaluation and monitoring are few of 
the challenges faced by Grupo FARO. 

Talking about the annual retreat 
held at SDPI in 2011, Mr Yasin said 
that SDPI has developed its inter-
nal faculty and now it has not to hire 
researchers externally. There is a 
monthly Research Follow up Coali-
tion (RFC); executive director, deputy 
executive director and unit heads of 
the entire organization are members 
of the RFC. Problems and challenges 
are identified in the RFC. Some of the 
problems faced by SDPI are the ar-
chiving, monitoring and evaluation, 
time management, retainability of 
trained researchers, and mentoring of 
the junior researchers. n

Ms Roshni Alles speaks to the session. Mr Asif Memon is also seen.
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Ishaq Dar announced that Pakistan 
had been granted the GSP+ status, ef-

fective from 1st January 2014, which is 
likely to increase the country’s exports 
by at least US$2 billion. He said that a 
number of measures have been taken 
to fix the economy and the trust of in-
ternational community on Pakistan is 
beginning to take root. Even while aus-
terity measures are being taken to bring 
down the deficit, the government has 
increased allocations for social safety 
nets to protect the poor. The minister 
applauded SDPI’s efforts in undertak-
ing high-quality and independent re-
search on various social, environmen-
tal and economic issues.

The minister said that Pakistan 

has already suffered huge losses due 
to persistent war and chronic conflict 
in the country; the direct cost has ac-
cumulated to over $100 billion while 
the indirect cost is much higher. The 
government, he said, aims to create 
an environment of normalcy in the 
country, and is working to root out the 
menace of militancy. The government 
also brought together all the parties to 
the table to jointly talk about redressal 
of pressing issues facing Pakistan, he 
said. On the economic front, the min-
ister said that the government had to 
inherit a fragile and broken economy 
and, therefore, it was necessary to take 
immediate steps with a long-term view 
of the economic situation. The govern-

ment has been successful in initiating 
structural reforms in taxation, sustain-
able solutions to the chronic energy 
problem, and private sector develop-
ment, he said, adding that the policy 
recommendations presented by SDPI 
on energy and taxation reforms are in 
line with the government’s priorities 
to fix these sectors. 

Sartaj Aziz said that achieving 
peace in the neighborhood is a major 
policy priority of the current govern-
ment. Emphasizing the need for re-
gional cooperation in South Asia, he 
said that “South Asian-ness is an iden-
tity that is waiting to be realized”. Ap-
preciating the SDPI’s efforts, he said 
that it is encouraging to talk about the 
future, given the unprecedented pace 
of changes over the last century. 

Adil Najam observed that the 
idea of South Asia is very strong 
even as the structure may still be 
loose. “There is also a visible urge 
by most in the region to hold on to 
a joint identity of South Asia”, he 
said. In spite of this, so far competi-
tiveness rather than cooperation has 
defined the South Asian region, par-
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ticularly in areas like trade and water 
resources, he maintained. Regional 
institutions have been designed 
and later evolved to contain conflict 
rather than promote cooperation be-
tween nations, he said, adding that 
there has been a high level of distrust 
in the region and, therefore, these 
institutions have grown risk averse.  
Nonetheless, the hope for a more in-
tegrated and connected South Asia 
lies more with the citizens than the 
states, he noted. 

On India-Pakistan relations, he 
observed that “the peace process is 
much more vibrant and has been less 
stalled than we think”. There remains 
a possibility for sustainable solutions 
to India-Pakistan peace. He noted that 
there are three “buckets” of disputes 
between India and Pakistan: terri-
torial, regional security, and socio-
economic cooperation in areas like 
water, energy, and trade. In order to 

create confidence on both sides, all 
three of the dispute “buckets” need 
to be looked at collectively.  On the is-
sue of Kashmir, he observed that there 
has now been an increase in both the 
quantity as well as diversity of work-
able solutions. 

It is also now important to bring 
in the element of human security in 
policy discourse in South Asia. There 
is a joint logic of development, trade 
and peoples’ connectivity driving the 
agenda for regional cooperation in 
South Asia. Dr Adil noted that in an 
age of increased globalization, cul-
ture has become an economic value. 
For example, Pakistani musicians 
performing in India is indicative of 
trade movement between countries.  
This way cultures are diffusing across 
boundaries, he concluded. 

Dr Abid Suleri, presenting a sum-
mary of recommendations from the 
proceedings of the three-day confer-

ence, said that there is now greater 
interest and participation in the SDC. 
Consulates and embassies have be-
come more prompt in issuing visas for 
those attending from across the South 
Asian region, indicating a higher de-
gree of openness as compared to ear-
lier. Dr Suleri said that for any policy 
intervention pursued at the macro 
level, there are micro-level effects as 
well and, therefore, there is a need 
for social safety-nets. He added that 
SDPI has played an important role in 
the formulation of the Women Parlia-
mentary Council so as to encourage 
greater women political participa-
tion in the country. He also stressed 
that even though food availability 
has been increasing in Pakistan over 
the last few years, socio-economic ac-
cess to food has been in decline. The 
government should, therefore, revisit 
the zero hunger program that was en-
acted earlier. n 

Participants	of	the	session.



SDC Special52 Research & News Bulletin, October - December 2013

The detail of recommendations made 
during the 16th SDC by the panels is 
as under: 
Economy of Tomorrow: 
Case Study of Pakistan

With increased instances of de-
mocratization in Pakistan, elections 
in India, and political crossroads from 
which Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lan-
ka are passing – there is a hope from 
the emerging leadership. The rise of 
civil society and media is equally im-
portant, as they are continuously re-
minding all of us about the past prom-
ises and future goals. 

Now, it’s time to make meaning-
ful and productive efforts to improve 
mutual trust and confidence within 
South Asian countries, and unless 
these barriers are cleared, we cannot 
gain from the benefits of regional in-
tegration. South Asian countries have 
many commonalities in terms of civi-
lization, colonial background, gender 
equality for human rights and law & 
justice. Unfortunately, they have to 
face un-trusted leadership, interstate 
differences, threats of nuclear weap-
ons, ecological problems, multiple 
negative impacts of climate change 
and terrorism. 

South Asian countries need urgent 
reforms and a meaningful role by the 
civil society to look at their own decla-
ration and seek solutions. It is time for 
us to show reciprocity and maturity to 
resolve all the outstanding issues be-
tween India & Pakistan. Gender bal-
ance is necessary to achieve sustain-
able development & inclusive growth 
in South Asia.

In case of Pakistan, non-economic 
factors have affected our economic 
performance that include, cost in-
curred for the war on terror. Accord-
ing to last year figures, this cost was 
$12billion. Moreover, poor law & or-
der, energy crisis for industries & agri-
culture, and insurgency in Balochistan 

are major impediments to economic 
growth in the country. 

If we look at the macroeconomic fac-
tors, Pakistan’s imports are 60 to 80 per 
cent more than its export. Exotic foods, 
cosmetics, leather bags, expensive gar-
ments are costing billions of dollars to 
our country, which should be immedi-
ately stopped. After the nuclear deto-
nations in May 1998, which resulted in 
imposition of some severe sanctions in 
the country, we had devised policies 
that didn’t stop our economic growth 
at that time. Now, it is time to act, and 
the Vision 2025 must include all those 
measures that were followed before. 
Equality of law should be followed for 
every class of society. 
Reforms of Inclusive and Sustainable 
Growth in Pakistan

Inclusive and sustainable growth 
is only possible by addressing our 
short-term goals that also compliment 
the IMF programme and in particular 
related to energy and taxation. 

Pakistan needs policies based on 
some solid research background to 
achieve the goal of inclusive growth. 
It is important to work on reducing 
poverty and accelerating develop-
ment progress through some sustain-
able development expenditures.

In order to enhance the efficiency 
of State Owned Enterprises (SOEs), 
the country needs to strive for quality 
and consistency in regulatory system 
across the state-owned enterprises. 
Divergent, overlapping, contradicto-
ry or constantly changing regulations 
had been counterproductive. They 
can impose costs, reduce efficiency, 
and deter investors. An important 
step to strengthen coherence is for 
governments to evaluate regulatory 
framework when establishing invest-
ment priorities and programmes. This 
can reveal potential obstacles to the 
efficient use of public funds. In ad-
dition, mechanisms should exist to 

coordinate regulatory policies across 
different tiers of the government 
to accomplish the goal of inclusive 
growth.

Pakistan can avoid middle income 
trap and achieve sustainable growth 
pattern through effective policies on 
employment and labor productivity, 
social insurance, rural health, energy 
conservation, environmental protec-
tion and population. Most important 
of all is the investment in energy and 
water resources.

One should not forget that in or-
der to make Pakistan relevant in the 
global community, we must play our 
role at regional level. The discourse in 
trade, climate change and food secu-
rity should continue to remain a prior-
ity for both the government and civil 
society. 

Experts praised the efforts of Min-
istry of Finance along with the Plan-
ning Commission, which aims to 
bring reforms in public sector enter-
prises, and healthy debate for privati-
zation of loss making entities. 
Sustainable livelihood in conflicting 
situations

We should recognize that Pakistan 
has pockets where localized conflict 
continues to impact livelihoods of 
vulnerable and the poor. The target-
ed creation and opportunities for the 
groups in the conflict-affected areas 
should be demonstrated by both the 
federal and provincial governments. 

We should learn from the other 
countries in post-conflict situations. 
There is a need to assure creation and 
utilization of opportunities for the 
vulnerable groups with the launch 
and enforcement of effective social 
security/safety net. Since a tremen-
dous dropout rate of donors during 
the recovery phase of global finan-
cial crisis has been observed, hence it 
was suggested by the speaker that the 
presence of donor agencies during the 

16th Sustainable Development Conference

Policy Recommendations
By Muhammad Hamza Abbas
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recovery phase needs to be assured in 
order to retrieve the livelihood of con-
flict prone communities. It was also 
recommended that for the standard 
templates, agencies tend to work in 
more accessible areas first, confound-
ing assessment of its impact. In or-
der to provide, better livelihood out-
comes, state need to ensure provision 
of education in conflict affected area. 
Energy and Water Security in 
South Asia- Session 1

Pakistan is regarded as a ‘water 
stressed nation’ by the United Na-
tions. Country’s imbalance of energy 
import and current mix, tendency of 
regional as well as societal conflict 
for water availability, deployment of 
alternative energy, and policy pro-
motion have squeezed the economic 
growth. Subsequent to creating policy 
environment for energy security, pan-
elists informed that a price based and 
quantity based approach is a course of 
action that could be utilized. 

Panelists also provided an over-
view of de-industrialization of Paki-
stan, India and Sri Lanka and its effect 
on the energy crisis relevant to South 
Asia. There is a need to prioritize vari-
ous energy policy points by the gov-
ernments not only for the sake of re-
solving power crisis in the countries 
but also to trail back the countries 
on the sustained and self-sufficient 
industrial sector growth with an ex-
panding services sector. Furthermore, 
improvement in the power transmis-
sion and distribution system, proper 
management, control on power theft 
by harsh accountability and a con-
vincing regulatory framework is the 
need of hour. Similarly, adopting an 
energy mix and plan for development 
of non-conventional, alternative and 
renewable energy resources, includ-
ing solar, wind and tidal power can 
be efficient and long-term solutions. 
Consequently, the regional coopera-
tion can support the countries with 
significant energy import needs and 
can enhance energy security from the 
energy resource-surplus countries, i.e. 
Nepal and Bhutan. 

Pakistan and India can also avail 

the ocean energy resources, including 
thermal power, wave and tidal power, 
which will help the economy disentan-
gling from the high import bills and 
external debts. Despite adjustments 
and measures being taken to resolve 
the energy shortage, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh are yet to proceed with 
the adoption of renewable energy in 
its energy mix. Though investments 
are concentrated on the traditional en-
ergy mix and its infrastructure, India 
(being the 5th largest wind mill pro-
ducer) could assist in regional coop-
eration by supporting its expertise in 
the Common Renewable Energy (RE) 
Market. The government needs to 
critically evaluate the RE projects and 
give them quick pass/fail status along 
with a comprehensive policy imple-
mentation framework that pertains to:

• Implementers: Individuals, 
such as bureaucrats, research-
ers, and politicians

• Organizations: Where imple-
menters work such as Pakistan 
Council for Renewable Energy 
Technologies (PCRET), SAA-
RC, SAPTA and other regional 
organizations. 

• Context: Social environment in 
which implementation is car-
ried out and is affected by the 
culture and norms of the envi-
ronment.

Lack of access to adequate energy 
resources at reasonable prices ham-
pered the economic growth and de-
velopment in the developing coun-
tries of the region. Given the scope 
and geographic extent of the issues, a 
collective regional approach is critical 
for implementing long-term sustain-
able solutions. It is also imperative to 
not only refer to the availability of en-
ergy but also its affordability. 
Energy & Water Security in South Asia - 
Session 2

Speakers proposed to address 
the Political Deficit, Classification of 
Information, Asymmetry of Power, 
Institutionalized Structure and Do-
mestic Politics in order to tackle water 
security in South Asia. Experts also 
stressed that knowledge manage-

ment, information exchange, efficient 
water management, and strong in-
stitutional arrangements with water 
treaties should be reviewed regularly. 
South Asia needs better water gover-
nance to improve problems in drain-
age and sewage.  

Pakistan will need to make heavy 
investments in the Water-Food-Ener-
gy and will have to prioritize invest-
ments. Use of Simulation models was 
suggested for greater integrated plan-
ning for the future.
Revisiting the Left Movement in South 
Asia – Examining Sustainable Political, 
Economic and Social Development in 
the Region

In the session on Revisiting the 
Left Movement in South Asia, panel-
ist opined that two stark facts stand 
out in the context of South Asia: abun-
dance of wealth amongst few and a 
simultaneous rise in poverty. Talking 
about the history of the left move-
ment in Pakistan, experts said that the 
movements have been greatly affected 
by dictatorial regimes and imposition 
of martial law. 

Work of Shaikh Ayaz, a progres-
sive poet, can be introduced in the 
syllabi of South Asian schools and col-
leges with regards to revival of the left 
movement in the region. Saadat Has-
san Manto’s work was also praised 
for the leftist movement in Pakistan. 
Renowned poet Kishwar Naheed ob-
served that left movements consti-
tuted an important part of sustainable 
economic and social development in 
any country. 
Pakistan Vision 2025

Political consensus needs to be de-
veloped on the vision and sustained 
plans in all the provinces of the coun-
try. Implementation, monitoring, 
evaluation and transparency of plan 
needed to be assured at all levels in 
order to put nation on sustained de-
velopment path. Civil service reforms 
are the need of hour in order to imple-
ment the vision; one solution could be 
to inject new talent and new blood to 
the bureaucracy. The use of social me-
dia in order to ensure accountability 
and transparency could also be used 
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as a determinant of sustained growth. 
Country needs to in line vision 2025 
with international conventions like 
MDGs and EFA. 
Making Quality Education Accessible: 
Investing in Today’s Education 
for Tomorrow

Education sector in Pakistan re-
quires investment but quality invest-
ment. We have invested far too much 
in building schools. While we should 
continue to do so, there is a need to 
look at the soft side as well and that is 
to make quality investment in build-
ing capacity of our teachers and in-
centivizing their profession. After the 
18th Amendment it is important that 
provincial governments should devel-
op their own key performance indica-
tors and monitoring and evaluation 
mechanism. 

Equally important is for the civil so-
ciety to strengthen social accountabil-
ity mechanisms which can teach par-
ents and communities on how to hold 
the education sector administration 
accountable. Village educational com-
mittees and parent teachers’ councils 
should be formed to encourage enroll-
ment in schools or the school manage-
ment committees can be strengthened. 

Non Formal Basic Education 
schools should be introduced and es-
tablished in the market areas where 
child-labor is common. We can use 
both electronic and print media for 
spreading awareness about primary 
education among parents. Education 
system needed to be revised; it should 
be made free along-with provision of 
uniform as an incentive to encourage 
enrollments in schools especially in 
areas where parents are not willing to 
send their children to schools.

While recruitment of qualified 
teachers should be ensured in order 
to improve the quality of education. 
Well trained and academically strong 
female teachers should be inducted in 
primary schools especially at the Mon-
tessori level.Regular refresher courses 
should be offered and periodic on-job 
trainings should be imparted to the 
school teachers.

Citizen’s voice for quality educa-

tion is weak because of the lack of 
vertical accountability. In this regard 
the accountability system should have 
a continuous research that underpins 
reforms in the existing accountability 
structures.
Future of Food Security in Pakistan

SDPI’s research shows that Paki-
stan’s food poverty, malnutrition and 
stunting rates are increasing; there-
fore, there is need to tackle issues of 
high food inflation, declining agricul-
tural income in turn are impacting the 
farmer incentives. To improve agricul-
ture output there is need to increase 
the public spending on agriculture, 
decrease post-harvest loses and bring 
about sustained programmes for im-
proving efficiency of small farmers.

Socio-economic access and utiliza-
tion of food plays a crucial role in sus-
taining food security in the country, 
therefore programmes for targeted 
social safety net, clean drinking water 
and sanitation should be implement-
ed immediately. 
Promoting Freedom of Belief and 
Challenging Religious Discrimination 
in Pakistan

First step could be to implement 
improved guidelines for textbooks 
used in public schools and to replace 
current public school textbooks with 
ones that exclude messages of intoler-
ance, hatred, or violence against any 
group of persons based on religious 
or other differences. The curricula 
standards must promote tolerance 
towards all persons, and ensure that 
this standard is maintained in order to 
spread religious harmony. Madrassa 
system in the country is quite domi-
nants, government need to ensure that 
a madrassa oversight board is estab-
lished soon in order to monitor these 
institutions.

Political parties also need to reset 
their ideologies/priorities. Political 
leaders must suspend the use of the 
blasphemy law until it is reformed or 
repealed to ensure that those accused 
of blasphemy, their defenders, wit-
nesses, and trials are given adequate 
protection. In order to endure minor-
ity rights, first step would be to estab-

lish minority affairs ministries in all 
four provinces; enforce government-
mandated employment quotas for mi-
norities and work to see that religious 
minorities are recruited into govern-
ment jobs
Gender Equality: A Road to Sustainable 
Development

This session provided comparison 
of gender inequality between Western 
Europe and specifically the collective 
region of India and Pakistan. 

Global political elites (especially 
women) should proficiently perform 
their duties in the society they repre-
sent, articles that allow religious lead-
ers to challenge the gender equality 
in the constitutions of both India and 
Pakistan should be amended, and 
providing of quality education that in-
cludes gender equality in basic knowl-
edge and ethics skills teachings.

Study on the adaptation tech-
niques of indigenous women for cli-
mate change in the Himalayan ter-
rain presented the  role of mountain 
women was significantly as a primary 
resource developer, contributing to-
wards natural resource management 
such as sustainable harvesting without 
irrigation, developing rainwater con-
servation systems, changing cultiva-
tion patterns, and even rehabilitating 
land wastes.  Traditional knowledge 
of these women, whom are illiter-
ate and void of scientific learning’s, 
should be documented and studied 
comprehensively to be considered at 
every stage of policy making and de-
velopment, from its design to imple-
mentation. 

The women are mostly deprived of 
mainstream social and economic ben-
efits and suffering from lack of access 
to productive resources like land or 
credit. Most influential factors in en-
hancing the empowerment of women 
are access to formal and non-formal 
education, changing mentality of the 
patriarchal society to engage women 
in economic activity, and exposure to 
information provided through media 
and spatial mobility.In addition, reli-
gious superstitions, traditional beliefs, 
attitudes and practices are required 
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to be changed in order to empower 
women particularly in rural Bangla-
desh. The government organizations, 
NGOs, civil society members, and 
development organizations are rel-
evant stakeholders that have to come 
forward with specific interventions to 
stimulate the process of women em-
powerment.

A study shows that there is a strong 
potential of participation of women in 
litchi cultivation by contributing their 
efforts towards planting, land prepa-
ration, protection, etc. As a result the 
male member of the family should be 
allowed the opportunity to seek alter-
native employment to augment fam-
ily income. An awareness raising and 
training programme was emphasized 
to enhance the women knowledge in 
litchi farming that would assure rais-
ing the socio economic conditions. 

Another study presented the in-
sight of gender equality and wom-
en empowerment in South Asia in 
context of the post 2015 Sustainable 
Development Goals agenda. After 
the partition of India and Pakistan, 
women’s right to vote that could have 
been easily attained at that time but 
rather being lingered by the political 
elite, did not ensure the social and 
economic benefits for them form the 
very start. The patriarchal hierarchy 
persisting in South Asia, allowed gen-
der blind government policies and 
referred to the “invisible sector of the 
economy”. Gender equality and em-
powerment required minimal foreign 
aid whereas only administrative di-
rection, community participation, and 
will to make strong decisions were 
needed. The cross cutting priorities 
for women in the post 2015 develop-
ment goals is required, where women 
should be the center of change and 
responsible for their future prospects 
recommendations.
Citizen Empowerment Accountability: 
Demand Side Approach to Improving 
Service Delivery

There is need to understand the 
dynamics of access and its implica-
tions on ordinary citizens. Improv-
ing access and overcoming barriers 

concerning power relations must be 
rooted in direct participation and de-
cision making processes. Any form of 
participation (local and decentralized) 
must take into account the structure 
and processes of participation. Local 
Governments and local elites are often 
prone to be co-opted powerful elites 
and party politics. 

There is also a need to explore the 
condition and strategies under which 
citizen’s participation have yielded 
encouraging results and to engage 
non state actors with state actors to en-
hance and improve service delivery. 
It is necessary to assess the demand 
from the community and deliver on 
the ground according to needs. 

People need extra income to access 
services; government should work on 
relevant policies to block these issues. 
Long and short route accountability 
structures must be ensured to tackle 
the problems of access. There is aneed 
to scale up budget for service deliv-
ery including education, health, water 
and sanitation.
Agriculture Value Chain Development 
of South Asia: Opportunities and 
Constraints

Agriculture value addition is a sub 
sector of agriculture sector, which can 
equip farmers to earn more revenues 
by adding value to their farm produce. 
The value chain marketing will make 
pro-poor markets in the South Asian 
Region (SAR) very attractive for the 
investors. The region inhabits world’s 
largest population and most of them 
are directly or indirectly engaged with 
this sector. To achieve the goal of val-
ue chain addition, some changes are 
to be made to the traditional customs 
that are normally followed in the re-
gion regarding agriculture. 

Agriculture sector is one of the vi-
brant sectors in Pakistan’s economy 
and requires special attention. Some 
of this attention, it seeks from the gov-
ernment as the targeting subsidies and 
unneeded interventions in the market 
are affecting negatively to this sector. 
On the other hand, role of middle man 
is indifferent. Though there are good 
and the bad middle man but there is 

a need of sorting them on the basis of 
information. To achieve the objective 
of agriculture value chain addition, 
some of the specific policy recommen-
dations include:

• Establishing the farmer market-
ing collectives. 

• As business is not for free, so it 
should be done on No Credit 
principle as farmers are already 
poor. 

• The development of agriculture 
value chain will help in increas-
ing the competitiveness in the 
market. 

• Limiting the post-harvest losses 
can increase the revenues many 
folds and eventually can in-
crease the exports. 

• Value chain expanding across 
the borders is of vital impor-
tance.

• Making innovations and em-
powering of value chain does 
not solely depend on the pri-
vate sector but it demands sig-
nificant change in the public 
sector as well as external public 
support. 

• Increasing the literacy rate 
of the farmers can add many 
folds in the agriculture value 
chain addition. This is because, 
farmers have less knowledge 
regarding market demand and 
pricing. This is where; they are 
exploited by the middleman. 

• Adoption of optimal risk man-
agement strategies to cope any 
unnecessary condition on the 
farm as well as during the post-
harvest operation of the crop. 

UNEP ROAP-SDPI Special Session 
Enhancing Sustainable Development in 
South Asia through Innovation and Part-
nerships - APFED Showcase Programme

Some of the specific recommenda-
tions from the session are:

• There is a dire need to come up 
with policies that are sustain-
able at the micro, regional and 
global level that is going to help 
nations in the sustained growth.

• Municipal authorities should 
make efforts to utilize the waste 
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for multiple purposes like pro-
duction of fertilizer and gas.

• Poor people should be provid-
ed training towards sustainable 
development innovative local 
based Bio sand, Nadi filter tech-
nology to get clean and sweet 
water.

• Mentha cultivation should be 
used as human wildlife conflict 
minimization tool for the in-
volvement of local community 
in the biodiversity conserva-
tion.   

• Awareness of environmental 
education should be created 
in schools and colleges for the 
betterment of safe environment 
among rural communities.

CUTS Anniversary Session: The Future of 
India-Pakistan Trade

India and Pakistan face similar 
challenges and there is a need for both 
countries to collaborate in important 
policy decisions related to defence, 
trade, water, energy and climate 
change. It is not possible to fight with 
these challenges in isolation. 

While SDPI continues to remind 
this to the policy makers about a 
peaceful neighbourhood for the past 
two decades, we would like to re-
call that it’s time to act. Over 1.6 bil-
lion population of Pakistan and India 
should not be kept distant any longer. 
The solutions are well-known and it 
is the political economy that can be 
shaped now only by bolder political 
steps on both sides. 

Pakistan and India should promote 
peace and make a regional blog. The 
peace process should be privatized 
and the major stakeholders, the busi-
ness community on either side should 
be a part of it. Speakers also insisted 
on forgetting the past and normaliz-
ing trade restrictions. 

Minister of State for Commerce 
and Textile Khurram Dastagir also 
laid emphasis on a non-discriminato-
ry access to both the economies. We 
need to cooperate on the energy pro-
duction because both the countries 
have exhaustible sources of energy. 
Barriers to Women’s Participation in 

Politics: A Review Post Elections 2013
Connecting the Election Commis-

sion of Pakistan with NADRA would 
increase the number of registered 
women for voting, which would raise 
their participation. Most of the devel-
opment organizations are running the 
same campaigns since the last two de-
cades; they need to identify the true 
potential of women in country. The 
IDPs and migrated women in Pesha-
war from Kabul need legal status, as 
they face problems in mobility, educa-
tion, health services and marriage. In 
real life, women does not represent 
women rather the party. Women par-
liamentarians need a freedom of deci-
sion-making in the party.
Role of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication in Economic 
Development – Linking the Future

The emerging ICTs have made the 
economic borders between nations 
virtually irrelevant. It is, therefore, es-
sential that the Government of Paki-
stan create an environment in which 
the development of ICTs in Pakistan 
reaches their full potential. To bridge 
the ‘digital divide’, the un-served and 
underserved areas in the country must 
get IT and telecom connectivity. This 
will bring the benefit of education and 
health care to these areas. The Univer-
sal Service Fund can play the required 
role to bridge the ‘digital gap’. The 
government’s act to withdraw Rs 62 
billion to pay the circular debt, would 
slow down efforts being made so far 
for providing IT and telecom connec-
tivity to rural population thus sustain-
ing the ‘digital divide’.

It’s good to see that the govern-
ment’s measures to auction 3G/4G 
spectrum have picked up momentum. 
Because of the avoidable delay, the 
country has not only suffered a huge 
financial loss, it has been left behind in 
adopting this technology. The Higher 
Education Commission must ensure 
that all universities, colleges and high 
schools get access to internet connec-
tivity. Access to class lectures, data 
basis and libraries of high-ranking 
international educational institutes 
must be facilitated, and gradually this 

should be made a prerequisite for ac-
creditation.

Setting up of ICT centers in un-
served rural areas must remain a high 
priority programme. To cater to the 
increasing demands of mobile tele-
phony and data transfer, the existing 
infrastructure needs regular updating 
and improvements. The existing infra-
structure should be optimally shared. 
The Pakistan Telecom Authority can 
play an important role in this respect.

To ensure uninterrupted mobile 
telephone services throughout the 
country, the base transceivers station 
(BTS) should be shifted to solar pow-
er. In order to reduce ‘digital divide’ 
in the country, the government should 
review and reduce the value added 
taxes imposed on telecom services 
which are currently second highest in 
the region.

The Pakistan Telecom Authority 
has a good track record. However, be-
cause of the non-existent of the author-
ity, its effectiveness had significantly 
suffered.  The PTA would do well to 
institutionalize succession planning, 
especially at the very top level. PTA’s 
effectiveness is vital for ensuring op-
timum ICT services, which are vital 
in this age of globalization. Political 
interference, in its working, must stop 
and this important regulator must be 
made fully independent.
Dying heritage: the tomorrow of 
folklore, museums and archives

Education can best be learnt if it 
is taught in mother language. All the 
languages need to be preserved be-
cause this behaviour shows certain as-
pects of diversity and respect to other 
person in terms of gender, sect and 
religion. However, Pakistan is doing 
lesser in preserving the languages in 
the country. 

Culture never dies but there are 
no concrete steps taken by the gov-
ernment of Pakistan to preserve it. 
There are several reasons behind such 
diminishing cultural heritage such as 
no proper guidelines to rebuild the 
ruined heritage, low involvement/
interest of government in preserving 
it, no awareness on the importance of 
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cultural values and about its preserva-
tions to the children, including new 
generation, low budget allocation, 
less availability of books in national 
language etc. 

The condition of existing libraries 
in Pakistan is deteriorating, and no 
efforts are made to build new ones. 
The libraries should be packaged in 
a better way, but unfortunately, there 
are no policy pursued to update the 
libraries. 
Access to Justice: The Challenges and 
Opportunities Posed by the Alternative 
Modes of Dispute Resolution

The discussion spread across the 
legal standing of ADR to the need for 
ADR in the presence of formal justice 
system. The speakers suggested:

• To launch an awareness cam-
paign for alternate dispute res-
olution mechanism among the 
masses

• To consider the option of ADR 
to formalize the system and 
provide infrastructure to facili-
tate masses that will also serve 
as the monitoring tool 

• To create legitimacy of informal 
system by providing it legal 
cover

• To implying the need to declare 
ADR as pre-requisites for civil 
suits, and,

• The panel accentuated the im-
portance and existence of local 
governments in catalyzing the 
dispute resolution.   

The cultural and societal impor-
tance of Jirga and Panchayat in 
the Punjab and Sind cannot be 
denied. 

• Thus instead of eradicating the 
system, it is better to eliminate 
the problems associated with it; 

• There is a need to restructure 
ADR system with the help of 
locals to meet the challenges of 
changing times and help cre-
ating ownership amongst the 
people;

• ADR mechanism should be 
included in the curriculum of 
lawyers and judiciary in order 
to train them on mediation, rec-

onciliation and arbitration. 
• In order to take the formal jus-

tice system on board and eradi-
cate the conflict of interests 
among them, lawyers and ju-
diciary can be appointed as the 
mediating agencies.

India-Pakistan Dialogue on Climate 
Change and Energy Session

The experts were of the view that 
India and Pakistan need to develop 
research agenda & adapt a unique ap-
proach of national disaster manage-
ment for extreme climate events and 
to establish robust emergency food re-
serves along with a financing capacity 
that can deliver rapid humanitarian 
responses to vulnerable populations 
threatened by climate change.

Currently, Pakistan has an esti-
mated Hydro Resources Potential of 
about 45,000 MW whereas only 6,500 
MW (30% share in Power Generation) 
have been installed. It is proposed 
in the long-term to increase share of 
Hydro in Primary Energy from 6,500 
MW at present to about 32,100 MW 
by 2030. This will entail set up of 8,000 
MW small/medium Hydro Units on 
rivers/canals, run of the river plants, 
and four large hydro multipurpose 
reservoirs/dams with capacity of 
about 17,600 MW up to 2030.It is nec-
essary to maintain an optimal Hydro/
Thermal Mix, in base load operations 
to cater for reduction in output dur-
ing low Hydel periods. The dilemma 
is not only the availability but afford-
ability and intergenerational equity of 
energy is also noticeable.

Food and nutrition security is an-
other challenging issue in the region. 
Water demand for agriculture in arid 
and semi-arid regions is likely to in-
crease by 10% for temperature in-
crease by 1%. Effect of climate change 
on agriculture will vary according to 
locality, but models project a 15-30 
% decline in the productivity of most 
cereals and rice across the region. The 
overall crop yields are expected to de-
crease up to 30% in the region by mid-
21st century. Anyhow, bonus period 
(next 25–30 years) will bring more 
waters in our rivers, and we would 

have to plan strategies and policies 
with some integrated solutions to cop 
up the energy crisis and floods as well. 
Some of the specific recommendations 
from the panel are:

1. Build major new water stor-
age facilities to increase gen-
eration capacity from current 
24,000MW to 160,000MW by 
(2030).

2. Data sharing among Pakistan 
and India.

3. Joint ventures in research on 
renewable resources of energy 
e.g., Indus River and wind cor-
ridor development.

4. Dialogue and collaboration for 
institutional development to 
tackle the climate change issue.

5. Implementation of a collabora-
tive mode on the Indus Basin 
treaty is needed.

MDGs Framework – Thoughts on Post 
2015 Development Agenda

The civil administration involved 
in the implementation of MDGs needs 
to be monitored and held accountable. 
Their performance should be linked 
with clear performance indicators. The 
development partners and the global 
community should be reminded of 
their promise towards fulfilling the 
MDG goal focusing on building glob-
al partnerships. The developed coun-
tries must honor their commitments 
in the MDGs process and should con-
tribute towards foreign assistance, the 
committed portfolio of investments. 
Institutional Dynamics of Policy 
Research in South Asia

The panelists identified discrepan-
cies in the institutional dynamics of 
policy-making in South Asia. It was 
argued that both the demand and the 
supply side of human resources in the 
research industry need immediate at-
tention. In addition to job creation 
and security, the supply of quality re-
searchers should also be ensured. 

Further, the dynamics of policy-
making were argued to be inconsistent 
in order to encourage policy-relevant 
research. The policies are claimed to 
be formulated, predominantly in con-
sultation with bureaucracy and the 
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instances of evidence based policy-
making are very rare.  Thus, it was 
suggested that the source of knowl-
edge and guidance for the policy mak-
ers should make a transition towards 
research.

Furthermore, it was established 
that the issue of autonomy over the 
research agenda has particular influ-
ence on the relevance and the qual-
ity of research produced by either 
universities or think tanks. The think 
tanks were argued to follow a donor-
driven agenda to secure the finan-
cial gains whereas the universities’ 
research, usually conducted on in-
dividual basis, is meant for publica-
tions only. Therefore, the indigenous 
issues are not being taken up by ei-
ther of the institutions suggesting a 
weak supply of evidences towards 
the policy makers. The orientation 
of the research should be considered 
and transformed from donor’s agen-
da to local issues by the provision of 
core funds to the think tanks and by 
providing recognition-related incen-
tives to academics.

Over the relationship between uni-
versities and the think tanks, it has 
been identified that only individual 
level collaborations are taking place 
and the institutional relationships are 
quite rare. The major barriers to insti-
tutional collaboration were identified 
as the institutional bureaucracy and 
inefficient and time-taking adminis-
trative procedures on the university 
side and the short-term projected na-
ture of work conducted on the think 
tank side. Donors should encourage 
collaborations by commissioning lon-
ger projects where the expertise of the 
university academics could be easily 
incorporated. On the other hand, poli-
cies should also be framed to encour-
age swift coordination as well as col-
laborative mechanisms.
Regional Co-operation for Food Security 
in South Asia

Increasing demand in imports for 
food availability has put the national 
economies at stake.  The shortfall of 
the food availability has tightened the 
international market for food, monop-

oly behaviour of major food exporting 
countries, and diversion of agricul-
tural products to feed for expanding 
bio-fuel industry. The upward trend 
in food prices and its volatility are 
transmitted to the domestic markets 
creating adverse impact on social and 
political stability.

Efficient and well-targeted safety 
net programmes are needed for the 
poor and to combat social and gender 
exclusion. There is a need for rapid 
agricultural growth and more efficient 
markets for food to increase the pur-
chase capacity of consumers.

The SAARC Food Bank (SFB) 
acts more like an ‘emergency re-
lief bank’ rather than a ‘food bank’. 
The amount available from the food 
bank is inadequate to tackle any 
large-scale food shortage. Regional 
cooperation in new sciences such as 
GIS, remote sensing, water forecast-
ing, systems modeling is needed. 
Free exchange of technology and 
information such as elite lines, im-
proved animal breed, improved dis-
ease management technologies and 
practices is also needed. Moreover, 
capacity building for development 
through regional training facilities 
is also needed. Food price increases 
have direct effects on poverty. Food 
Security is a global priority because 
it is also a priority agenda of MDGs, 
Rio+20 and UN SG Zero Hunger 
Challenge. In South Asia, 1/3 popu-
lation is food insecure and 50 per 
cent of them are underweight.

Food tariffs in South Asia are 29 
per cent as compare to 10 per cent in 
ASEAN region, which is relatively 
very high.  The removal of agricul-
tural subsidies and Physio-sanitary 
concerns and trans-boundary disease 
management are the challenges to 
be faced. Cooperation in logistics to 
reduce waste, increasing policy coor-
dination, natural resources manage-
ment and Implementing Integrated 
Phase Classification (IPC) methodolo-
gies for food security is needed

At national level, food availability 
is not a problem, however, geographi-
cal disparities exist. Wheat produc-

tion being the staple varies across the 
country. Food access has been found 
to be a major limiting factor for all 
provinces. 

Overall food security situation 
compared to 2009 has deteriorated; 
contributing factors are shocks from 
disasters, rising prices, energy crisis, 
and insecurity.

Safety nets such as BISP, increasing 
income earning opportunities, provi-
sion of subsidized food to poor, gen-
erating employment etc for improved 
access needed. Education, awareness, 
enhancing water and sanitation ser-
vices, food fortification for improved 
utilization is also needed along with 
national food security and nutrition 
policy. Development of early warning 
systems to identify food security-re-
lated shocks is needed and to conduct 
periodic assessments of state of food 
security in Pakistan.
Regional connectivity: Transport and 
logistics corridors in South Asia

Lack of regional transit agreement 
leads to significant inefficiencies in 
transport routes used for trade, which 
needs to be revisited. Some of the spe-
cific policy recommendations from 
the session are as follows:

• It was suggested that in order 
to ensure regional connectiv-
ity, there is a need to quantify 
the benefits for the region and 
for each country depending on 
scale and type of trade along 
with the depth of integration. 

• Urban safety a necessary condi-
tion for control of global warm-
ing which should be taken into 
account. 

• In order to build regional con-
nectivity South Asia needs to 
adopt western successful col-
laborative approach such as 
joint Visa (Schengen visa) for 
the European countries which 
not only broadens the vision of 
acceptability rather it also open 
economic opportunities for the 
neighboring countries such as 
trade and tourism. 

• In order to address the issue 
of regional connectivity, mas-
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ter plan approach needed to 
be developed in phases by pri-
oritizing physical infrastructure 
development, closing the infra-
structure gaps and up-grada-
tion of other, and address trans-
port facilitation bottlenecks 
along with the regional transit 
agreements to enable cross bor-
der movements. 

A time has come when South Asian 
countries have to develop linkages 
with the landlocked countries such as 
Central Asia, Afghanistan, Nepal and 
Bhutan so that economic corridors/
opportunities can be exploited. 
Peace and Security: Post 2014 South 
Asia

Talking of peace process in South 
Asia after 2014 withdrawal of NATO 
from Afghanistan, experts retreated 
the fact only way forward towards 
peace is to engage non state actors on-
board in a dialogue process. Neither 
Afghan military nor their economy 
can play their role efficiently without 
the backing from United States and 
other South Asian regions.

Pakistan needs to revisit the for-
eign policy towards Afghanistan. 
Meanwhile, it was stated that Pakistan 
and Afghanistan has a great potential 
to become close friends, if Afghan 
government change its exploitative 
policy towards Pakistan’s internal se-
curity.

Peaceful Afghanistan can play an 
important role in enhancing peace 
process between India and Pakistan. 
Therefore, both India and Pakistan 
should play their role in stabilizing 
Afghanistan after the withdrawal of 
NATO forces.

Instead of talking about terrorism 
and extremism, all the countries in 
South Asia are required to focus on the 
mechanism of their state institutions. 
He said until and unless we will not 
build the capacity of police and other 
state agencies, we cannot get fruitful 
results to bring peace in the region.
Closing Plenary

While presenting an agenda for 
South Asian region, an eminent schol-
ar and academics has stressed the 

need for bringing human develop-
ment aspect to sustainable develop-
ment with focusing on environment 
and pluralistic culture.

he said: “Security and develop-
ment are viewed as key but opposing 
challenges and hope for an integrated 
future lies more with the citizens than 
South Asian states.” 

There was a visible urge to hold on 
to ‘South Asianness’ even though the 
idea of this identity is stronger than its 
structure, in terms of trade and water. 
Competitiveness rather than coop-
eration has defined the South Asian 
region. The nation-states have gener-
ally been overbearing and fell short 
of their citizens’ expectations, he ob-
served.

Aside from these propositions, he 
stressed the need to bring the human 
development aspect to sustainable 
development, since environment has 
been largely out of the popular dis-
course. The rationale for this was that 
human development is as important 
as security, keeping in mind that inse-
curity breeds hazards for the environ-
ment as well.

He also delineated the significance 
of water as an important issue in re-
gional politics, saying that the source 
of connectivity makes for an in-built 
logic of cooperation.

Regarding the peace process, he said 
that there remains possibility for persis-
tent solutions to peace, seeing that even 
in the Kashmir issue, there have been in-
novative solutions developed.

There is a logic of development 
and a people-to-people logic as well 
as logic of water (in terms of regional 
cooperation) at work; and that ripe-
ness is rare but not permanent, and 
this particular instance in time is most 
ripe for reconciliatory processes.

The nationalistic domestic con-
stituencies historically opposed to 
reconciliation, which are now talking 
about peace is a definitive sign. He 
further stratified conflict into three 
“buckets”: Territorial, security and 
insecurity (regional concerns), and 
socio-economic cooperation (water, 
trade, energy etc). n

An Anthology, Sustainable De-
velopment in South Asia: Shaping 
the Future, was launched on the oc-
casion of inaugural session of 16th 
Sustainable Development Confer-
ence in Islamabad. The Anthology 
has been jointly published by SDPI 
and Sang-e-Meel Publications. It con-
sists of 24 chapters and an epilogue 
all of which have been thoroughly 
peer-reviewed.

Despite the intrinsically political 
nature of most sustainable develop-
ment challenges facing the world 
today, most theories, deliberations, 
research and even implementation 
linking sustainability to develop-
ment primarily follow apolitical and 
linear policy processes. Bringing to-
gether a range of subjects - from civil 
military relations, role of public and 
private sector in development, food 
and climate security, religious free-
doms, and feminism after 9/11- this 
book uniquely examines the reasons 
why national governments, togeth-
er with international aid agencies, 
have been unable to provide real 
and binding solutions to the myriad 
of problems standing in the way of 
emerging South Asia economies.

Sustainable 
Development in 

South Asia: 
Shaping the Future

(Download from: http://sdpi.org/sdc/pub-
lications.php?event_id=325)
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Introduction
At the sixteenth Sustainable Development Confer-

ence, held in November 2013, 161 speakers present-
ed their studies focusing on the overarching theme of 
“Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow”. Research-
ers, academicians, scientists, policy makers and experts 
participated from Afghanistan, Australia (via Skype), 
Bangladesh, Canada, Ecuador, Finland, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand 
(via Skype), UK and the USA. The SDC received support 
from 14 different donors and partners.

The SDC received remarkable press coverage in 36 
English newspapers and 14 Urdu newspapers including 
E-news. Electronic media included ARY, Such TV, Dawn 
News and Geo TV. More than 2,500 audiences participated 
for 27 sessions and two plenaries.

During the SDC, more than 2,500 people attended the 
three-day sessions. Students from the universities of Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi were also took part.
Survey

A small survey was also carried out to see the outcome of 
SDC. There were two sections of the questionnaire. The first 
section included questions regarding the Conference and pan-
elists while second section was about SDC Anthologies. As a 
result of the survey, 30 complete responses were received.

In response to the question regarding the presentations 
and speakers, 60.70% were satisfied while 28.60% were 
very satisfied with the research studies presented by SDC 
speakers (Figure 1).
Figure 1: Response of audience with regard to 
speakers/presenters

In response to the SDC facilities,53.6% were satisfied 
while 42.9% were very satisfied. Facilities include guid-
ance to the respective sessions, seating arrangements, clear 
communication from right presenter, folder, lunch, tea, etc. 
(Figure 2).

Figure2: Response of Audience with regard to SDC facilities

Different responses were observed regarding the ses-
sions. Participants were asked to tell how many sessions 
they had attended. Some 28.5% attended one session only 
while 21% attended two sessions from 10-12 December 
2013. However, 18% did not give any response on this ques-
tion (Figure 3).
Figure 3: Response from audience with regard to sessions at-
tended 

The audience was also asked about the length of ses-
sions. Majority (78.6%) agreed that the length of Conference 
sessions was very right i.e. not too long and not too short. 
Some14% believed that the session time was long (Figure 
4). The approximate time of each session was 2-hour each. 

16th Sustainable Development Conference: An Overview
By Maryam S. Abbasi
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Figure 5: Response of SDC Audienceabout the length of the-
Conference

In response to the question whether the audience will 
come again to the forthcoming SDCs or not, 96% responded 
that they will come to attend SDPI’s conferences while only 
4% were unsure. 
Figure 6: Response from SDC audience with regard to the 
forthcoming SDC

Second section was about the past SDC Anthologies. 

Every year, theSDPI publishes its SDCanthology based on 
peer reviewed chapters/papers presented in the Confer-
ence. Some28.6% said that they had read anthology “Peace 
and Sustainable Development in South Asia: The Way For-
ward (2012)” while 17.80% had read the SDC Anthology 
title “Redefining Paradigms of Sustainable Development 
in South Asia (2013)”. A sizeable number of audience, i.e. 
17.8% had read both the anthologies. 

Figure 7: Response from the audience with regard to past SDC 
Anthologies

In the past SDC anthologies, 64% audience found these 
anthologies useful while another 14% found the past SDC 
anthologies very useful (Figure 8).

A majority of the audience agreed to have an electronic 
copy of SDC Anthologies. Some 86% was interested to have 
access to an e-copy so that they could benefit from the pub-
lished researches.
Figure 8: Response from the audience with regard to E-copy of 
anthologies

Conclusion: The number of audience at the SDC is increasing 
each year. The survey showed that the participants were 
very much satisfied with the quality of research and they 
have no major complaints with regard to facilities at the 
SDC. Audience and students have been reading the pub-
lished SDC anthologies and the majority is also in favour 
of having an electronic copy of anthologies so that they can 
easily get benefit from it. n
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The recent tensions across the Line 
of Control (LoC) have once again 

soured ties between New Delhi and 
Islamabad. One of the inevitable con-
sequences of such tensions is that is-
sues such as trade, which are impor-
tant for improving ties, are put on 
the backburner. This is indeed unfor-
tunate since both the countries had 
achieved significant breakthroughs in 
the realm of trade, and the re-election 
of Mian Nawaz Sharif as Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister had raised hopes of 
acceleration of economic linkages. 

While there is absolutely no escape 
from the fact that tensions prevailing 
across the LoC need to be addressed, 
it is equally imperative that on eco-
nomic issues where significant prog-
ress has been made both countries do 
not go back to square one. 

In this context, the role of border 
states on both sides is pivotal since 
economic linkages are important for 
their economic growth and develop-
ment. In the case of India and Pakistan, 
trade potential manifolds as four Indi-
an states (Jammu  & Kashmir, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, and Gujarat) share a border 
with Pakistan. Each of these states can 
contribute to realizing the full value of 
cross-border trade with Pakistan. 

The crucial role of border states 
in strengthening ties between India 
and Pakistan was most effectively 
highlighted by Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh while inaugurating 
Amritsar-Nankana Sahib bus service 
in 2006. He had said: ‘People on both 
sides of the LoC should be able to 
move more freely and trade with one 
another...making borders just lines on 
the map’. 

Amongst all the four states, Indi-
an Punjab has been a front runner in 
consistently promoting border trade 
with Pakistan, and senior represen-

tatives of the government, including 
former Chief Minister Captain Ama-
rinder Singh and current Deputy 
Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal 
have visited Pakistan with the objec-
tive of building a strong relationship 
between the two Punjabs. Interest-
ingly, there is a consensus amongst 
all political parties of the state for im-
proving trade ties with Pakistan. The 
cultural commonalities and a shared 
historical past between both the 
provinces beside the strong economic 
lobby for close trade ties – especially 
on the Indian side -- between both 
Punjabs has also helped. In the recent 
past though, it should be stated even 
other border states like Rajasthan 
and Gujarat have been following suit. 
While from Rajasthan there has been 
pressure to open up the Munabao-
Khokhrapar route for trade, the his-
torically strong business linkages be-
tween Gujarat and Karachi are being 
rebuilt over the past few years. 
The relevance of energy trade

Within border trade, there are nu-
merous vistas between India and Paki-
stan. One tangible sphere where both 
sides could go ahead is energy trade. 
The importance of cross-border en-
ergy trade emerges from the fact, that 
existing energy demand is not being 
matched with its supply within that 
country necessitating these countries 
to open up their border states, where 
some of its energy needs can be met 
economically from neighbouring coun-
tries. Otherwise, the same will have to 
be met through by shelling out huge 
foreign reserves, largely due to volatile 
energy markets and transporting that 
energy from distant places resulting in 
huge transportation cost. This will also 
help in creating good infrastructure 
along border regions. 

Neighbouring states always pro-

vide for economies of scale in all trad-
ing activities and cross border energy 
trade too follows the same economic 
principles of trade of any other goods 
and services across the border. 

As regard energy trade, talks were 
already on exporting natural gas 
and petroleum products to Pakistan 
through Wagah Border by Gas Au-
thority of India Limited and HPCL-
Mittal Energy Ltd respectively.  

Beyond the Punjab’s there is an im-
mense potential in the realm of energy 
trade. For instance, expanding exist-
ing trade route to include the state of 
Rajasthan from where oil can be ex-
ported to Pakistan through pipeline in 
Pachpadra refinery of Barmer district 
of Rajasthan, which is located around 
150-175 km from Indo-Pak border.
Energy crisis further bolsters the 
argument for border trade

The current energy crisis in Paki-
stan further justifies for energy trade 
with India. According to the Eco-
nomic Survey of Pakistan 2012-13, its 
economy continues to face challenges 
due to power shortages, floods, poor 
law and order situation, etc result-
ing in held back of investments and 
growth. It was primarily, the dete-
rioration in the power sector, which 
has really constraint the growth of 
Pakistan to bring it down to an av-
erage of 2.9 per cent per annum in 
last five years. Therefore, in order to 
bring back the economy of Pakistan 
on track, Planning Commission of 
Pakistan and United States Agency 
for International Development (US-
AID) came out with a Circular Debt 
Report to identify the root cause of 
such debt, besides giving recommen-
dation to Government of Pakistan 
(GoP) to solve this problem. The pri-
mary cause of such debt, as identified 
by these institutions, included poor 

Energy trade through border provinces: 
Its relevance for Indo-Pak ties 

By Manish Vaid and Tridivesh Singh Main

Article
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governance, poor revenue collection 
by power distribution companies and 
transmission and distribution looses 
and theft. 

On the other hand, the GoP’s pol-
icy to divert gas to other sectors such 
as domestic and transport (for private 
vehicles) in order to promote city gas 
distribution has resulted in shortfall 
of gas for thermal power generation, 
as a consequence they started depend-
ing on costlier imported furnace oil, 
resulting in inflated generation cost. 
Furthermore, reluctance to pass on 
the full cost of electricity to consumers 
clearly defeats the commercial deci-
sion making, thereby contributing to 
circular debt. All this resulted in huge 
surge in energy circular debt which 
swelled up from Rs111.26 billion in 
2006-07 to Rs 872.41 billion in 2012-
13. According to the Economic Survey 
2012-13, weak financial position of 
energy companies, falling gas produc-
tion, high dependence on oil and gas, 
low exploitation of indigenous coal 
and hydel resources and unutilised 
generation capacity has led to severe 
power shortages. 

Therefore, in order to deal with 
the existing energy crisis in Pakistan, 
besides fundamentally reforming the 
power sector, GoP is also looking at 
various other countries, including In-
dia to rescue their energy crisis to a 
certain extent. 

In the recent past, both these coun-
tries were in talks on energy coopera-
tion wherein, under certain arrange-
ments, India could export electricity 
and natural gas to Pakistan in dealing 
with such scenario, which largely has 
emerged due to its circular debt crisis. 
India too would gain from such coop-
eration commercially. 

Moreover, the existing situation in 
Pakistan that lacks adequate natural 
gas infrastructure (liquefied natural 
gas terminals) for importing gas and 
India with surplus refinery capacity for 
processing crude oil capable of meeting 
Pakistan’s entire shortfall of petroleum 
products in a way brings in comple-

mentarities between these countries. 
Continuing on discourse which 

these two countries started since 2012 
to trade in petroleum products, par-
ticularly furnace oil, diesel and natu-
ral gas, as identified by Pakistan due 
to its severe power crisis, both the 
countries extended the scope of dis-
cussion. In June 2013, both the coun-
tries discussed on the proposals for 
setting up a high voltage direct cur-
rent (HDVC) transmission line con-
necting grid stations from India and 
Pakistan to transfer 500 MW of elec-
tricity from India. 

Besides, they also discussed the 
proposal for import of 5 mmscmd of 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from 
India. Under this proposal, India after 
importing LNG from the third coun-
try will regasify it in one of its LNG 
terminal before pumping the same 
through a gas pipeline from Jalandhar 
to Pakistan border via Amritsar. 

Therefore, the existing energy de-
bate between India and Pakistan has 
become interesting given these pecu-
liar circumstances of Pakistan’s ener-
gy crisis. Its closer proximity to India 
will only strengthen such opportunity 
while benefitting India commercially, 
thereby opening other trade opportu-
nities bringing economies of scale to 
Pakistan. 
Energy as a great enabler  

Energy can be a great enabler in 
expanding the scope of existing trade 
between these two countries, which 
stood well despite few skirmishes on 
the LoC. Their bilateral trade grew 
from around $1.8 billion in 2009-10 to 
around $2.6 billion in 2012-13 with an 
increase of impressive 44%, showing 
enough potential between these coun-
tries, which they have. Recently, Paki-
stan announced that granting MFN 
status to India is not under consider-
ation, but with conditionality imposed 
by International Monetary Fund while 
its seeking $6.64 billion loan, Pakistan 
has now decided to grant this status 
sooner than later. This is also due to 
the fact that the concerns raised by ag-

riculture and textile sectors have now 
been addressed. The  bilateral trade 
between these two countries in 2012 
accounted for a mere $2.15 billion of 
its total trade of $778 billion which is 
less than 0.3 per cent. The exports to 
Pakistan accounted for only 0.56 per 
cent of India’s exports while imports 
constituted 0.11 per cent. Therefore, 
this trade below $3 billion mark, if 
normalised, has the potential to reach 
$40 billion.  

Pakistan, on one hand can save 
enormously on its cost of production 
inproducing products like textile, for 
which it is relying mostly on China for 
its raw material purchases. Importing 
same raw material from Panipat can 
bring down the cost of its textile prod-
ucts. Similarly, Pakistan which current-
ly imports tractors from Romania can 
buy the same from India to curb down 
its import cost to a significant level. 

But the issues like non-tariff bar-
riers, prolonged delays in granting of 
MFN status to India, existence of long 
negative list and lack of adequate in-
frastructure are some of the factors 
deterring full-grown trade between 
these two countries. Moreover, oth-
er day to day issues includeslack of 
trade onWagah-Attari border on full 
scale, no direct courier links and lack 
of mobile roaming facilities. All these 
issues are been consistently discussed 
by the two countries at various talks 
and summits but border tensions oc-
curring frequently has being playing a 
spoil sport so far.

In conclusion, it would be fair to 
say that energy trade via the border 
provinces could be the most viable be-
ginning of a strong trade relationship, 
but for doing so, national governments 
need to show political will, while lob-
bies in border provinces need to be per-
sistent. n
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Mercury (Hg) is a global pollutant, 
and was ranked as 3rd most toxic 

element in 2011 by Agency of Toxic 
Substances and Diseases Registry 
(ATSDR). Globally “Minamata Con-
vention on Mercury”, for phasing out 
mercury use has been adopted by 140 
countries and already signed by over 
90 countries, including Pakistan. 

In view of toxicity and hazard-
ousness attributed to Mercury, SDPI 
Advocacy and Outreach Unit, dur-
ing the 16th Sustainable Development 
Conference (10-12th December 2013), 
raised the campaign of signing the pe-
tition ‘Say No to Mercury’, addressed 
to Prime Minister Mian Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif, for consideration of 

drafting of legislation to reduce, lead-
ing to elimination of Mercury use 
across the country.

At present, there is no Mercury 
specific legislation in the country. 

During the three-day annual ‘Sus-
tainable Development Conference’, 

people actively participated and ex-
pressed their support towards phas-
ing out Mercury. Members of different 
organizations were interested to start 
this initiative of eliminating mercury 
voluntarily.  Nearly 475 people have 
signed the petition.

Earlier, Advocacy and Outreach Unit also organized ‘Interschool Essay Writing and Posters/Painting Competitions’ for 
raising awareness among school students. As many as 10 best painting/posters and posters (from around 365 entries from 
30 institutions) and a video of these activities were shown at “Say No to Mercury” stall during SDC-2013. n

The campaign is on…… for signing the petition and further details, please contact Advocacy and Public Outreach Unit 
(Sadia Sharif: sadia@sdpi.org and Mehreen Bano: mehreenbano@sdpi.org) —By Sadaf Nawaz

Say “No” to Mercury

Petition Against Mercury use in Pakistan
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